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THE MARTIN COUNTY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING
AUGUST 2, 2021
MINUTES


The Martin County Council convened in regular session Monday, August 2, 2021, in the Commissioners’ Room at the Courthouse located at 129 Main Street, Shoals, Indiana.  Councilmen attending: President Warren Albright, Randy Wininger, James Stiles, Keith Gibson, Adam Greene; and Councilwomen Barbara McFeaters and Sheri Bowling. Also in attendance were Auditor Bobbie Abel; Mike Jones; Pat Jones.

President Albright called the meeting to order with the Pledge to the Flag at 6:00 pm. 

The minutes from the meeting held July 7, 2021 were approved with a motion made by Councilman Wininger, seconded by Councilwoman Bowling.  Councilman Stiles abstained.

Bobbie Abel, Auditor, informed the Council that Town Board President Cary Albright was unable to attend the meeting due to the loss of a family member.  Auditor Abel updated the Council on the Town of Shoals request that the Council consider assisting the Town with their waste water infrastructure project using a portion of the ARPA funding that the County received.  The Council stated that they would consider it when determining how the funding will be used.

Auditor Abel let the Council know that Sheriff Travis Roush was unable to attend the meeting because he is attending a conference in Indianapolis along with the Communications Commander. Abel presented the request for appropriations for the Sheriff’s Department. 

Additional Appropriations were approved as follows:

General Fund:

Sheriff/Assistant Jail Commander in the amount of $370.40 and Sheriff/Assistant Communications Commander in the amount of $370.40 with a motion made by Commissioner Greene, seconded by Commissioner McFeaters. The majority was in favor, motion passed. Councilman Stiles abstained.

Interfund Transfer was approved as follows:

General Fund:

Veterans Service Officer, $50.00 transferred from travel expense to office supplies with a motion made by Councilwoman Bowling, seconded by Councilman Stiles.  All in favor, motion passed.

A motion to approve the amended Salary and Wage Ordinance #2021-16 was made by Councilman Wininger, seconded by Councilwoman Bowling.  All in favor, motion passed. 

Auditor Abel, updated the Council at Sheriff Roush’s request that the Communications Tower Project is progressing as planned.  The Commissioners approved the quote submitted by VEI Communications in the amount of $248,900.00.  Councilman Stiles confirmed that the funding for the project will be from the Statewide 911 Fund.  Councilman Wininger asked is funding needed to be approved tonight.  Auditor Abel advised that an additional appropriation will be advertised via a Notice to Taxpayer first and approval for the appropriation request will be submitted at the next Council meeting.  Councilwoman Bowling asked if the entire County would then have coverage, a follow up with the Sheriff regarding complete coverage will take place at a future date.

Auditor Abel announced updates to upcoming Council meetings.  The September 13, 2021 meeting will be a regular session meeting beginning at 6:00 pm.  The Public Hearing for budgets will be held in conjunction with the regular session meeting on Monday, October 4, 2021 at 6:00 pm.  The Budget Adoption meeting will be held during a special session on Monday, October 18, 2021 at 6:00 pm. 

Abel informed the Council that information was sent out about a TIF Basics training session which will be held on Tuesday, August 3, 2021 at 2:00 pm in the Commissioners room.  The training session is being paid for by Angie Risacher, Director of the Martin County Alliance and provided by the Indiana Economic Development Association. 

A discussion transpired about the upcoming County budget, including future revenues and potential wage increases.   The Council was very pleased with the Financial Advisor’s attendance of the Budget Workshops and work completed so far.  Income Tax revenues are estimated to decrease by 10% in 2022.

Mike Jones, asked if the Council was working with the Commissioners on the unsafe building ordinance.  Abel, advised that the Commissioners are still working on the ordinance.  Once the final draft is compiled it will be made available to the public. 

Important Dates:
Safety Meeting for August 11, 2021 @ 9:00 am / 4:00 pm at the Highway Department
Courthouse Closed September 6, 2021 for Labor Day


With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:31 pm with a motion made by Councilman Gibson and seconded by Councilman Greene, all were in favor and the motion passed.   The next Council meeting will be held Monday, September 13, 2021 at 6:00 pm.



________________________________		____________________________________
Warren Albright				Randy L. Wininger


_________________________________  	___________________________________
Sheri Bowling					J. Keith Gibson


_______________________________		____________________________________
Adam Greene    				Barbara McFeaters

				
_______________________________ 		 
James A. Stiles									


ATTEST:  ____________________________________
	    Bobbie Abel, Martin County Auditor
