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THE MARTIN COUNTY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING
June 7, 2021
MINUTES


The Martin County Council convened in regular session Monday, June 7, 2021, in the Commissioners’ Room at the Courthouse located at 129 Main Street, Shoals, Indiana.  Councilmen attending: Warren Albright, Randy Wininger, James Stiles, Keith Gibson, Adam Greene; and Councilwomen Barbara McFeaters and Sheri Bowling.  Also in attendance were Auditor Bobbie Abel, Danielle Murphy, Community Corrections Director; Miranda Beaver, Jail Matron; Sheriff Travis Roush; Mike Jones; Pat Jones.

President Albright called the meeting to order with the Pledge to the Flag at 6:00 pm. 

The minutes from the meeting held May 3, 2021 were approved with a motion made by Councilman Wininger, seconded by Councilwoman Bowling.  All were in favor and the motion passed.  The minutes from the August 10, 2020 meeting were submitted for approval.  A motion to approve was made by Councilwoman Bowling, seconded by Councilwoman McFeaters.    With five councilmembers in favor, motion passed. Councilmen Greene and Wininger abstained from vote.

Bobbie Abel, Auditor, submitted a letter of recommendation requesting Betty Huelsman be appointed to the Loogootee Library Board.  The term to begin July 1, 2021 and end June 30, 2025 received from Darla Wagler, Loogootee Library Director.  A motion to approve the appointment of Betty Huelsman was made by Councilwoman McFeaters, seconded by Councilwoman Bowling.  All in favor, motion passed.

Travis Roush, Sheriff, introduced Miranda Beaver as the new Jail Matron. Sheriff Roush and Matron Beaver submitted policy proposals regarding a hiring bonus, referral bonus and retention bonuses for the Sheriff’s Department.  The bonuses would be paid out of the Commissary account and would not impact the General Fund.  A compensation modification proposal was submitted for increased wages related to position held and responsibility. The funding for this proposal would come from the General Fund.  All proposals were submitted to attract and retain employees.  Councilman Stiles asked about a policy for new Deputies to commit to the County for a certain time period after receiving training.  Matron Beaver stated that a non-compete policy could be put into place.  It will be researched further.

Sheriff Roush stated there are currently thirty-three Vigo County inmates.  A final check for 2020 was received for $10,430.00.  A check for January 2021 through April 2021 was received in the amount of $123,480.00.  

Julia Albright, Martin County Health Nurse, advised Covid-19 cases have decreased.  Martin County will be in blue status as of Wednesday.  Yellow status precautions will remain in effect for another week.

Funds transfer requests were approved as follows:

Covid Clinic Grant, from contract services to equipment in the amount of $2,500.00 with a motion made by Councilwoman McFeaters, seconded by Councilman Stiles.  All in favor, motion passed.

Highway Department, MVH restricted, from Bituminous to Local Match in the amount of $120,000.00 with a motion made by Councilman Stiles, seconded by Councilman Wininger. All in favor, motion passed. 

Community Corrections, from Project Income Fund 4922 to Project Income Fund 4921 in the amount of $51,498.44 was made by Councilman Greene, seconded by Councilman Wininger.  All in favor, motion carried.  

Councilman Stiles, asked Director Murphy how many clients Community Corrections is currently servicing.  Director Murphy stated they have eleven clients with two of those being courtesy transfers from other counties.  Councilwoman Bowling asked if they are getting any new referrals.  Murphy stated the new clients were the courtesy transfers. 

Community Corrections, from Community Corrections Grant Fund 9136 to Community Corrections Grant Fund 9137 in the amount of $14,034.17 was made by Councilman Stiles, seconded by Councilman Greene.  All in favor, motion passed.

Additional Appropriation approved as follows:

Community Corrections, Juvenile Alternative Program in the amount of $33.74 was made by Councilman Wininger, seconded by Councilman Gibson.  All in favor, motion passed.

Bobbie Abel, Auditor, informed the Council that Attorney Lett had asked if the Council would like him to proceed with an ordinance to continue to hold virtual meetings.  Council advised to proceed with ordinance.  Abel informed the Council that ARPA funds have been received.  A motion to accept the submitted CF-1’s for signature was made by Councilman Wininger, seconded by Councilman Greene. All in favor, motion passed.

Auditor Abel submitted the monthly financial statement.

Important Dates:
Safety Meeting for June 9, 2021 @ 9:00 am

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:05 pm with a motion made by Councilman Gibson and seconded by Councilwoman Bowling, all were in favor and the motion passed.   The next Council meeting will be held Tuesday, July 6, 2021 at 6:00 pm.
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