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THE MARTIN COUNTY

 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

REGULAR MEETING

March 8,2022
MINUTES

The Martin County Commissioners convened in regular session Tuesday, March 8, 2022 in the Commissioners’ Room at the Courthouse located at 129 Main Street, Shoals, Indiana.  Commissioners present were President Paul R. George, and Commissioner Aaron Summers.  Commissioner Cody Roush was unable to attend.  Also present were Attorney Dave Lett and Auditor Bobbie Abel.  In attendance were Anna Hynes, Air Evac; Scott Seals, Highway Superintendent; DeAndra Magdaleno; Amanda Magdaleno; Andy Ringwald, EMA; Carolyn McGuire, Assessor; Tony Abel; Courtney Hughett, Martin County Journal; Monty Wolf, Director EMA; Barb Hager; Mary Smith.
 Meeting called to order with the Pledge to the Flag at 5:30 pm. 
The minutes from the regular meeting of February 22, 2022 were approved with a motion made by Commissioner Summers, seconded by Commissioner George, all in favor motion passed.
The Claims and Allowances were approved with the motion by Commissioner Summers, seconded by Commissioner George.  All in favor, the motion passed.  

Annie Hynes, Air Evac, asked the Commissioners if they had determined whether they were going to allow Air Evac to provide an insurance policy for the County Employees.  DeAndra Magdaleno asked to approach and asked several questions about cost and stated she felt the Commissioners should pay a crew for a second ambulance instead of paying for an Air Evac Policy.  Ms. Magdaleno stated she did not agree with the numbers presented in the previous meeting and did not agree with the need for the air evac policy for County employees, especially with only seven landing sights within the County.  Tony Abel, a member of Shoals Volunteer Fire Department and Monty Wolf, Director of EMA, both stated that a helicopter can land on almost any highway and or field within the County, not including forested areas where an ambulance could not access either.  It was stated that it could land within an opening of approximately one hundred feet.   It was discussed that if worst case scenario transpired and an employee was injured on the job and needed to be air evacuated it would cost the County a lot more than the policy itself at $65.00 per employee discounted from the $85.00 standard fee. A discussion followed.  Paul George informed it was a way to provide a benefit to the employees and it could be provided within the current budget.
County Attorney Dave Lett advised that the County was under contract for the current ambulance service. The cost for the current service is $210,000.00 per year. Attorney Lett stated that there is a second ambulance available but the cost to man a second full-time crew is not feasible.
Monty Wolf, EMA Director, asked if his volunteers could be covered under the County Policy since they respond to calls for the County.  The Town of Shoals is paying for the Shoals Volunteer Fire Departments volunteers.  

A motion to approve providing Census Air Evac Insurance Policy to cover the County Employees and the EMA volunteers was made by Commissioner Summers, seconded by Commissioner George.  All in favor, motion passed.  Annie Hynes will submit a contract for Attorney Lett to review.
Auditor Abel informed the Commissioners that Danielle Murphy, Director of Community Corrections had an emergency and could not attend this evening’s meeting.  Abel submitted the Annual Financial Report for Community Corrections.  A motion to accept the report was made by Commissioner Summers, seconded by Commissioner George.  All in favor, motion passed.

Scott Seals, Highway Superintendent, submitted the latest CCMG final documentation for signature. A discussion followed about equipment needing repairs.  
Attorney Lett advised that he has been in contact with the insurance adjustor for the damage to Bridge 44.  All documentation has been submitted to them and he is waiting the hear back.

Monty Wolf, EMA Director, asked the Commissioners if the old Chevy Blazer they received from the Highway Department years ago could be donated to the Shoals Fire Department for parts.  A motion to declare the Blazer as surplus was made by Commissioner Summers, seconded by Commissioner George.  All in favor, motion passed.

Commissioner Summers, congratulated Monty Wolf on the award he received from Governor Holcomb for fifty years of volunteer fire service. 

Attorney Lett submitted the annual report for the Ambulance Service to the Commissioners.  He will request that the report be submitted quarterly in the future.

Bobbie Abel, Auditor, advised that Executive Order 22-09 from Governor Holcomb declares that Emergency Declarations are no longer required as of March 3, 2022.
Auditor Abel, submitted a notice to taxpayers for the Commissioners to review.  She requested permission to procced with the advertisement of the notice to taxpayers notifying them of the renewing of the Cumulative Capital Fund.  The rate for 2022 has decreased to .0152, it was .0153 in 2021.  It is recommended that it be renewed at the state maximum allowable of .0333 percent per one hundred dollars of assessed value.  The rate would be evaluated during the budget process to determine if the rate would need to be increased or not.  It could be set any where in between those figures. A motion to approve the notice was made by Commissioner Summers, seconded by Commissioner George.  All in favor, the motion passed.
Commissioner George welcomed Deputy Auditor Missy Cooper to the County.

Commissioner George informed that Clerk Gerald Montgomery requested permission to have a storage cabinet built in his office to complete his office renovations.  A motion to approve proceeding with the cabinet in the amount of $2,000.00 was made by Commissioner Summers, seconded by Commissioner George.  All in favor, motion passed.

Commissioner George asked Assessor McGuire how the estimates are coming along for the Assessor and Recorders Office remodel.  Ms. McGuire stated they are having difficulty getting someone interested in doing the work as everyone is busy, but they are making progress. 
Important Dates:
Safety Meeting to be held on March, 2022 @ 9:00 am at the Courthouse (7:00am Highway)
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:18 pm with a motion made by Commissioner Summers and seconded by Commissioner George.  All were in favor and the motion passed. The next Commissioner meeting will be held Tuesday, March 22, 2022 at 5:30pm.  
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