
THE MARTIN COUNTY COUNCIL 

SPECIAL MEETING

June 16, 2014
MINUTES

The Martin County Council convened in special session Monday, June 16, 2014, in the Commissioners’ Room at the Courthouse located at 129 Main Street, Shoals, Indiana.  Councilmen present were C. Richard Summers, Randy Wininger, Floyd L. Hawkins, J. Keith Gibson and Councilwomen M. Lynn Gee and Barbara McFeaters. Councilman Warren D. Albright was absent.  Also attending were Auditor January Roush, County Attorney J. David Lett, Tim Kinder and Don Bowling, Martin County Alliance; Mayor Noel Harty, City of Loogootee; Karen Slaven and Samantha Nelson, Loogootee Park & Recereation; Nicole Mann, Robert Franksen, and Pat McFarland, USG; Michael Trudeau, PwC, and representing USG; Buck Stiles, and Jessica Shinn, Loogootee Tribune.  

President Summers called the meeting to order with the Pledge to the Flag at 6:00pm.
Tim Kinder, Director, Martin County Alliance, submitted a letter from the Town of Shoals in support of the USG Project.  

Robert Franksen, USG, came before the Council to discuss the expansion project of the USG plant in Shoals.  He provided a USG Shoals Warehouse Construction Project information booklet.  The booklet gave detailed information about USG history and the new expansion project.   The project includes a 40,000 square foot expansion of the warehouse and the update of several pieces of equipment.  The USG Plant in Shoals is competing with a plant in Sperry, Iowa for this expansion.  The project will be completed in early 2016.  USG is seeking a 5-year Real Estate Abatement of $6.3 Million and a 10-year Personal Property Abatement of nearly $3.2 Million.  USG decided to split the expansion of the $51 Million project into two phases; therefore, amended Statement of Benefits (SB-1/RP and SB-1/PP) for Phase I was also submitted.  USG will evaluate Phase II in the future.   The expansion will include the creation of 30 net new jobs.  Michael Trudeau, PwC, representing USG, affirmed that USG is committed to hiring 30 new employees with a minimum of 50% of them being local residents of Martin County.    
J. David Lett, County Attorney, submitted Resolution 2014-11, a Resolution of the Martin County Council Determining that the Qualifications for a Tax Abatement Have Been Met for the United States Gypsum.   He confirmed the USG property had already been designated as an Economic Revitalization Area in 1999, proper legal notices were given and a meeting being held within 10 days of legal notice.  Attorney Councilman Wininger made a motion to approve Resolution 2014-11, which would grant USG the Tax Abatement if Shoals is awarded the expansion project.  Councilwoman Gee made the second.  All were in favor and the motion passed.  Tim Kinder will report back once USG makes a decision on the expansion project location. 

Don Bowling, President, Martin County Alliance, praised the work that Director Kinder and Attorney Lett have done to put Shoals in the running for this project.  
Attorney Lett submitted Resolution 2014-12, a Resolution outlining the pledge of County EDIT Funds to the Loogootee City Pool.  The Council agreed at the May 5, 2014 Council meeting to match the City of Loogootee potential EDIT pledge not to exceed $150,000, contingent upon the $100,000 being approved by the City of Loogootee, starting in 2016 with $30,000 annual increments for 5 years from County EDIT funds.  Attorney Lett advised the Council that the Commissioners need to take action on this project before funds will be dispersed.  Per IC code, the plan is developed by the executive, which is the Board of Commissioners, and the Council would give permission to spend through appropriation.  A discussion on the building costs of the pool followed. Councilman Wininger questioned the amounts and dates given on the resolution.  Councilwoman Gee made a motion to approve Resolution 2014-12.   Councilman Hawkins made the second.  The motion passed 5-1, with Councilman Wininger voting in opposition.  
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:47 pm with a motion made by Councilwoman Gee and seconded by Councilman Wininger.   All were in favor and the motion passed.  
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