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THE MARTIN COUNTY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING
July 6, 2020
MINUTES



The Martin County Council convened in regular session Monday, July 6, 2020, in the Commissioners’ Room at the Courthouse located at 129 Main Street, Shoals, Indiana.  Councilmen attending:  were C. Richard Summers, Randy L. Wininger, James A. Stiles, Warren Albright, Keith Gibson and Councilwomen Barbara McFeaters and Sheri Bowling.  Also attending were Auditor Bobbie Abel;  Sheriff Travis Roush, via Zoom: Courtney Hughett, Martin County Journal/Martin County Humane Society;  Kathy Collins, Director Community Corrections;  Lori Carrico, Treasurer;  Jim Woody; Josh Greene, Chief Deputy; Judge Lynn Ellis.

President Summers called the meeting to order with the Pledge to the Flag at 6:00 pm.

Councilman Stiles requested a moment of silent pray for our Country and everything going on right now.

The minutes from the meeting held June 1, 2020 were approved with a motion made by Councilman Wininger, seconded by Councilwoman Bowling.  All were in favor and the motion passed.  

Auditor Abel advised that she didn’t hear from Dale Ankrom about Westgate 8. She will follow up with Attorney Lett as Tim Kinder, Martin County Alliance had resigned.

Auditor Abel advised that Councilwoman McFeaters had requested additional information from  Leadership Martin County and they will attend a meeting in the future.

Courtney Hughett, Martin County Humane Society, submitted the bi-annual report.  Councilwoman McFeaters inquired about fund raising for the new addition. Ms. Hughett advised that it was going pretty good.  They are still looking for grant funds.  Locally they have raised approximately $1,200.00.  They are experiencing a hard time right now locating a Contractor who is interested in the project as everyone is pretty busy.  

Travis Roush, Sheriff, submitted the bi-annual Commissary Report. Councilwomen Bowling asked how the money is spent.  Roush responded that it is guided by state statue and a County Resolution that states how funds can be spent.  It helps supplement funding for vehicles, uniforms and equipment for example.  

Additional Appropriations were approved as follows:

General Fund, Sheriff, Sheriff Salary in the amount of $1,199.25 was approved with a motion made by Councilwoman McFeaters, seconded by Councilman Albright.  All in favor, motion passed.

Sheriff Roush advised that he will be requesting pay increases for his employees with Budget Hearings coming up. Councilman Summers asked what he would request, the answer was  a 3% increase which is approximately $24,000.00 overall.  He advised that Vigo County had contacted the Jail Commander and would like for Martin County to house more Vigo County inmates. This could help fund the request. Councilman Stiles asked if the Sheriff’s Department had body cams, the answer is no. Councilman Stiles asked how much that would be.  Roush stated that the Server would be more expensive and would be needed to store the recordings.  Daviess County has an IT person who maintains their server and equipment.  There are pros and cons to providing body-cams.  Sheriff Roush advised that his department has completed a COVID-19 Emergency leave policy for the Sheriff’s Department. Sheriff informed the Council that another ladies shooting course had taken place. They had twenty graduate.

General Fund, Circuit Court, Psyciatric-Medical in the amount of $8,000.00 was approved with a motion made by Councilman Stiles, seconded by Councilman Wininger.  All in favor, motion carried.

Motor Vehicle Highway Fund, Highway, Bituminous in the amount of $300,000.00.  Leo Padgett, Highway Superintendent, advised that they were withdrawing the request at this time.  The funding for this fund has decreased due to COVID-19 and they want to monitor it for another month. The funds received were down more than expected, by approximately $50,000.00.  This request may be brought before the Council again in the future. A discussion transpired regarding the Community Crossings grant and current projects.  Martin County received the maximum allowed for the year during the first round of Community Crossings Grant monies.  The second round has been postponed.

Auditor Abel, announced that the budget workshops with the DLGF will be held virtually on July 23 & July 24, 2020.  The Budget Hearings will be August 10 & 11, 2020.  The next Council meeting will be held before the budget hearings start.


Important Dates:
   Safety Meeting to be held Wednesday has been postponed.

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:43 pm with a motion made by Councilman Gibson and seconded by Councilwoman Bowling, all were in favor and the motion passed.   The next Council meeting will be held Monday,  August 10, 2020 at 8:30 am.
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