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THE MARTIN COUNTY COUNCIL 

SPECIAL MEETING
JUNE 3, 2019
MINUTES
The Martin County Council convened in regular session Monday, June 3, 2019 in the Commissioners’ Room at the Courthouse located at 129 Main Street, Shoals, Indiana.  Councilmen present were C. Richard Summers, James A. Stiles, J. Keith Gibson, Randy Wininger, Councilwomen Barbara McFeaters and Sheri Bowling, Councilman Warren Albright was absent. Also in attendance, Auditor Bobbie Abel, Prosecutor Aurelola Wright, Courtney Hughett, Martin County Journal, Joshua Hughett, Animal Control Officer,  Kathy Collins, Director Community Corrections, Dena Held, 4-H Director/Educator Purdue Extension, Mason Harder, Delani Bateman, Wade Burris and Lucas Harder all from 4-H Extension program.
President Summers called the meeting to order with the Pledge to the Flag at 6:00 pm.
The minutes from the regular session meeting, May 6, 2019 were approved by a motion made by Councilwoman McFeaters, seconded by Councilwoman Bowling. Councilman Wininger abstained, remainder were in favor and the motion passed. 
Dena Held, Director/Educator 4-H Purdue attended meeting with 4-H members Mason Harder, Delani Bateman, Wade Burris and Lucas Harder.  The club members informed the Council and attendees about their experiences while at Hefer Ranch in Perryville, Arkansas.  They explained the impact that the program provides for parties who participate.  The Ranch provided real world examples of what it was like to live in impoverished communities. They are hoping to spread awareness and bring their experiences to the local community by holding a food drive.  They encourage  future participation. They all stated it was a great learning opportunity.  
Kathy Collins, Director Community Corrections, approached the Council regarding additional appropriation requests for the Grants that provide funding to Community Corrections.  Councilman Stiles stated that he doesn’t like how it appears to the public when requesting additional appropriations for grants.  Director Collins and Prosecutor Wright concurred.  Collins advised that at budget time she doesn’t know how much the programs will receive. Auditor Abel stated the appropriation request is asking for money that has been deposited in the Grant fund after the budget has already been approved and now needs to be appropriated into each Grant fund.  
Auditor Abel presented the current Financial Status Report supporting the following appropriations which were requested and approved.

PBIS Grant in the amount of $980.00 and the Drug Fund Grant in the amount of $24,920.00 with a motion made by Councilman Wininger, seconded by Councilman Stiles. All in favor motion carried.

General Fund request for Coronor, Autopsy & Lab Fees in the amount of $11,000.00 with a motion made by Councilman Wininger, seconded by Councilwoman Bowling. All in favor motion carried.

Aureola Wright, Prosecutor, advised that her office has participated in a book drive, the books were taken to the Child Support Conference this week to be donated to foster children on behalf of Martin County. She also stated that her office has recently audited several years of reimbursable claims and the Indiana Child Support division has authorized the Prosecutors Office to submit two years of claims that had not been previously submitted for reimbursement. They are still working on final amounts to be submitted for reimbursement. 
Appropriations continued.

General Fund request for Prosecutor, Deputy Salary in the amount of $21,500.00 with a motion made by Councilwoman McFeaters, seconded by Councilman Gibson.  Councilmen Summer, Gibson and Councilwomen McFeaters and Bowling approved. Opposed were Councilmen Stiles and Wininger. Motion carried. 
Circuit Court request for Circuit Court Project, Teacher Salary in the amount of $1097.00 with a motion made by Councilman Wininger, seconded by Councilman Stiles. All in favor, motion carried.

Auditor Abel presented two requests for transfer of funds.  
The Sheriff’s Department submitted a request to transfer funds from the General Fund-Sheriff’s Budget, for the transfer of $12,000.00 from police vehicle to be placed in lights and sirens.  A motion to approve the transfer was made by Councilwoman McFeaters, seconded by Councilman Gibson.  Councilman Summers, Gibson, Wininger and Councilwomen McFeaters and Bowling were in favor.  Councilman Stiles apposed.  Motion carried.  
Auditor Abel requested transfer of funds from General- Auditor’s budget in the amount of $300.00 from travel to be placed in Computers to purchase a new computer for the front desk.  A motion to approve transfer was made by Councilman Stiles, seconded by Councilman Gibson.  All in favor motion carried. She advised that an additional appropriation will have to be requested for the public computer in her office. In 2020 Microsoft will no longer support Window 7 operated computers.
Bobbie Abel, Auditor, advised the Council that the Auditor’s office is looking into a way to update the phones and the possibility of saving on expenditures by looking at all of the departments service providers and what options  are available.
Auditor Abel stated that the Department of Local Government is requesting that all units set earlier dates for the Budget Hearings and Adoptions.  It is a request and not a requirement at this time.  Budget Hearing dates were tentatively set for August 5 & 6, 2019 with Adoptions being September 9, 2019. 

Important Dates:

Next Safety Meeting Wednesday, June 12, 2019
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:58 pm with a motion made by Councilman Gibson and seconded by Councilwoman Bowling.  All were in favor and the motion passed.   The next Regular Session Council meeting will be held Monday, July 1, 2019 at 6:00 pm.
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