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THE MARTIN COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING
MARCH 19, 2013
MINUTES

The Martin County Commissioners convened in regular session Tuesday, March 19, 2013 in the Commissioners’ Room at the Courthouse located at 129 Main Street, Shoals, Indiana.  Commissioners attending were President  Paul George, Dan Gregory and Kevin Boyd.  Others in attendance were Auditor January Roush, County Attorney J. David Lett, Councilman Warren Albright, Assessor Carolyn McGuire, Highway Superintendent Jim Williams, Highway Clerk Terri Alcorn, Kathy Collins, Community Corrections Director; Monty Wolf, EMA/Civil Defense; Millie Brown, Lost River Township Trustee; Tony Holt, Public Health Coordinator; Jill Albright, Loogootee Tribune; Courtney Hughett, Martin County Journal; Tim Kinder, Martin County Alliance; Dale Brown, Marilyn Hartman & Hal Harp, Green County Regional Sewer District; Richard Burch, Midwestern Engineers; Rhonda Rumble, SIDC; Marie Truelove, Teresa Nolley, Stewart Blake, Bernard Butcher, Leo Rumschlag, Rumschlag Technical Services; Dave Barrow, ProLiance Energy;  Rick Bowling and John W. Bowling, 

President George called the meeting to order with the Pledge to the Flag at 6:02 pm.  

The minutes from the regular meeting of March 5, 2013, were approved as submitted with the motion by Commissioner Gregory and seconded by Commissioner Boyd.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 

The Claims and Allowances were approved as submitted with the motion by Commissioner Boyd and seconded by Commissioner Gregory.   All were in favor and the motion passed.  

Assessor Carolyn McGuire opened the bids for Trending.  She opened 2 bids.  The bids were from Reller’s Southern Indiana Appraisal, LLC for $12,900 and Tyler Technologies for $27,800.  Commissioner Gregory made the motion to table the bids until they are reviewed.  Commissioner Boyd made the second.  All were in favor and the motion passed.  

Public Health Coordinator Tony Holt presented the Continuity of Operations Plan for the Marin County Health Department.  The plan establishes policy and guidance in the event of a disaster.  Commissioner Boyd made the motion to approve the Continuity of Operations Plan. Commissioner Gregory made the second. All were in favor and the motion passed.    Holt also stated that a trailer for disaster supplies had been purchased and would be stored at the Shoals Volunteer Fire Department.  

Lost River Township Trustee Millie Brown came before the board to express her gratitude to everyone who had put their time and energy toward the Lost River Fire Station project.  

Rhonda Rumble, SIDC and Richard Burch, Midwestern Engineers opened the bids for the building of the Lost River Fire Station.  There were two bids submitted before the deadline and both included all of the proper paperwork.  Jasper Lumber Company’s bid was for $416,458 with Alternate Bids as follows: 1-$13,000; 2-$3,800; 3-$275; 4-$9,630; 5-$15,250 and 6-$28,900. Lindsey Lumber Company had the other bid for $348,670 with Alternate Bids as follows: 1-$9,052; 2-$1,391; 3-$655, 4-$4,092, 5-$24,882 and 6-$11,270.  Mr. Burch stated the bids were over the budgeted amount of $321,000 and advised the Commissioners to take them under advisement.  Commissioner Gregory made the motion to take the bids under advisement and Commissioner Boyd made the second.  All were in favor and the motion passed.  

Leo Rumschlag, Rumschlag Technical Services, brought before the board an update of the county bridge inspections.  His contract is set to expire December 1, 2013.  He also submitted a letter from INDOT stating he is a qualified bridge inspector.      

Dave Barrow, ProLiance Energy, presented information on a program his company is offering. Proliance Engergy is a full-service natural gas marketing company that supplies reliable natural gas at wholesale price. He explained that the county buildings with natural gas would keep the current vendor, Vectren, but would receive the gas at wholesale price.  The county would receive 2 bills.  He estimated he could save the county $1,046 between the Security Center and the Courthouse.  The Commissioners thought this was a good idea and asked Mr. Barrow to send County Attorney Lett the contracts to look over.   It was noted that both Martin County Schools are on the program.  

Marilyn Hartman, Attorney representing the Greene County Regional Sewer District, came before the board to discuss the need of a right-of-way to the lift station currently used by Westagate.  This would allow for the installlation of new lines to the WestGate Technology Park.  A lengthy discussion followed.  Hal Harp, also of the Greene County Regional Sewer District, spoke on behalf of Bernard Butcher.  He discussed the Town of Crane and their issue with $50,000 needing paid back to the town.  After comments from all parties, Commissioner Gregory made a motion to allow the right-of-way so that the Greene County Sewer District can start construction.  Commissioner Boyd made the second.  All were in favor and the motion passed.   

Kathy Collins, Community Corrections Director, gave regrets for Judge Ellis as she could not be at meeting due to a family illness.  Collins also gave a summary of the number of clients across the state currently in the Community Corrections Program.  She expressed how important the program is to public.  

Highway Superintendent Jim Williams submitted his 2-week work schedule.  The sign issue in West Shoals concerning West River Road has been resolved.  A new sign was ordered for the road.  The Gene Shaw sign for WestGate is in and will be put up before June 1st.  He also had received an email from the State regarding the road salt contract.    Laura Albertson, Solid Waste District, had contacted him regarding the use of the backhoe and an operator for a project.  The Commissioners agreed that it shouldn’t be a problem.  Commissioner Boyd had received a complaint concerning a ditch on Witt Road.  Superintendent Williams will look into the problem.  

Civil Defense/EMA Director Monty Wolf stated that he had attended the District Emergency Management Seminar.   He met with Mr. Hill, the new executive of Homeland Security, concerning Martin County.  He was very impressed with him.  

Several citizens expressed their concern with the new Solid Waste fee to be implemented on the spring installment of property taxes.  County Attorney Lett suggested they take up these issues at the Solid Waste meeting to be held Wednesday night at 6pm.  

Commissioner George stated the Commissioners were not prepared to make a decision concerning the Highway Superintendent and Veteran Service Officer positions.  Commissioner Gregory stated that they are having an Executive Session immediately following this meeting to discuss the Highway Superintendent and Veteran Service Officer positions.  

Commissioner George reminded everyone that the FEMA meeting regarding Flood Documents was cancelled for April and rescheduled for May 7th at 10am.    

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:33pm with a motion by Commissioner Gregory and seconded by Commissioner Boyd.  .  All were in favor and the motion passed.
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