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THE MARTIN COUNTY

 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

REGULAR MEETING

February 23, 2021
MINUTES

The Martin County Commissioners convened in regular session Tuesday, February 23, 2021 in the Commissioners’ Room at the Courthouse located at 129 Main Street, Shoals, Indiana.  Commissioners present were President, Paul R. George, Commissioner J. Cody Roush and Commissioner Aaron Summers.    Also attending was Attorney David Lett; Auditor, Bobbie Abel; Ronald Barker, President Crane Town Board; Henry Lauders, Vice President Crane Town Board; Ernest L Abel; Michelle Carrico, SIDC; Scott Seals, Highway Superintendent Attending virtually were: Terri Alcorn, Highway Clerk;  Sara Guth, Project Coordinator BLN; Andy Ringwald, EMA; Monty Wolfe, Director EMA; Angie Risacher, Director Martin County Alliance; Terri Alcorn, Highway Clerk;  Dena Held, 4-H Educator Purdue; Lori Carrico, Treasurer; Courtney Hughett, Martin County Journal; Julia Albright, Martin County Health Nurse; Carolyn McGuire, Assessor; John Jones, Building Maintenance.  
President George called the meeting to order with the Pledge to the Flag at 5:30 pm. 
The minutes from the regular meeting of February 9, 2021 were approved with a motion made by Commissioner Roush, seconded by Commissioner Summers.   All in favor, motion passed.
The Claims and Allowances were approved with the motion by Commissioner Summers, seconded by Commissioner Roush.  All in favor, the motion passed.  

Michelle Carrico, SIDC, called for the opening of the Public Hearing 5:35 pm for the Covid Grant Application.  The Community Development Block Grant Fund, if awarded, would help Martin County assist 35-50 local businesses with operating capital to remain in operation.   This grant would not require a local match.  The amount applied for will be $250,000.00.  It will not be able to assist any non-profit organizations.  Public Hearing adjourned at 5:40 pm.
Ms. Carrico submitted Resolution #2021-03 Authorizing Application Submission and Local Match Commitment.  A motion to approve was made by Commissioner Summers, seconded by Commissioner Roush.  All in favor, motion passed.

A motion to approve #2021-04 Resolution of the Board of Commissioners of Martin County, Indiana Expressing Support for Local Control of Land use Decisions was made my Commissioner Roush, seconded by Commissioner Summers.  All in favor, motion passed.  

Ronald Barker, President Crane Town Board, thanked the Commissioners and Highway Department for the snow removal in the Town of Crane it was greatly appreciated.  Mr. Barker also made a request for patching along a one and three quarter section of road in the Town of Crane.  Highway Superintendent Seals and Commissioner Roush will assess the area.
Ernest L Abel,  approached the Commissioners in regards to property in Burns City.  A discussion transpired about current state of property and how he is going to address cleaning up the property.  Mr. Abel requested six months to address the property.  The Commissioners granted ninety days for clean up and requested he attend the last meeting in April for reassessment.

Dena Held, 4-H Educator Purdue, updated the Commissioners on current programs transpiring this spring, Jolly Jug Rocks, shooting sports and youth volunteer training.  There is currently a 2021 T-Shirt design contest, “Opportunities for All” 4-H this is for adults and youth to participate in please refer the 4-H website for details.

Angie Risacher, Director Martin County Alliance, encouraged everyone to attend the meeting taking place on Friday, February 26, 2021 at 10:00 will showcase what Westgate has done for Martin and surrounding Counties.  She updated everyone about the informational meeting taking place on March 3, 2021 in Washington at the Gastoff Restaurant to showcase spec buildings and what they can do for the community.  Ms. Risacher was happy to announce that after researching the TIF Fund expenditure policy it does appear that a vehicle for the County Highway Department could be purchased using TIF funding. A meeting was requested to discuss how to proceed.  Commissioner Roush asked if the funds could be used to repair the roads in the Town of Crane.  A redevelopment meeting will be called to discuss both possibilities.
Monty Wolfe, EMA Director and Andy Ringwald, EMA said they were having difficulties with keeping batteries charged and working on the issue.  Director Wolfe asked about the DNR Timber money that was received and the distribution portion that is required to go to local Volunteer Fire Departments.   A motion to release the maximum allowable amount of $3557.40 per fire department was made by Commissioner Roush, seconded by Commissioners Summers.   All in favor, motion passed.
Julia Albright, Martin County Health Nursed, stated they are dispensing one hundred forty vaccinations every Tuesday and Thursday.  Second doses are taking place. One thousand doses have been given. Positive Covid cases have been decreasing. She stated we should be blue per the state map this week.  Yellow protocols will continue one more week. 

Scott Seals, Highway Superintendent, informed that they will be meeting the bridge consultants next week.  The Commisisoner’s stated that a great job was done regarding snow removal during the recent storms.  A ten-ton weight limit on county roads was issued with a motion made by Commissioner Roush, seconded by Commissioner Summers.  All in favor, motion passed. 
A motion to hire Scott Hert at the Highway Department was made by Commissioner Summers, seconded by Commissioner George.  All in favor, motion passed.

Dave Lett, Attorney , requested the Commissioner review two proposed ordinances for restitution for damage to county highways and excavations in public highways and rights of way.

Bobbie Abel, Auditor, submitted an FMLA request for approval.   A motion to approve the FMLA leave was made by Commissioner Roush, seconded by Commissioner Summers.  All in favor, motion passed.  Abel is still working with BIS on the digital recording software and the difficulties that have transpired.
Commissioner George gave the Veteran Service Officer report.  There was a total of three trips taken. A total of thirty-five calls made.  One meeting attend with fourteen Veterans being assisted.

Commissioner George requested that an employee safety meeting take place at the Highway Department in March and clarified that they are mandatory.  Commissioner George stated Clerk Montgomery is following up on retention schedules and training.  Commissioner George asked Treasurer Carrico if the second drop box had been delivered.  Carrico responded that yes it has been delivered.  Commissioner George requested a follow up with John Jones for placement of the drop boxes.

Important Dates:
Next Safety Meeting, Wednesday, March 10, 2021 @ 9:00 am.

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:38 pm with a motion made by Commissioner Roush and seconded by Commissioner Summers.  All were in favor and the motion passed. The next Commissioner meeting will be held Tuesday March 9, 2021 at 5:30pm.  Attendance in person and/or by zoom meeting can be scheduled with the Auditor’s Office.
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