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THE MARTIN COUNTY

 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

REGULAR MEETING

March 10, 2020
MINUTES

The Martin County Commissioners convened in regular session Tuesday, March 10, 2020 in the Commissioners’ Room at the Courthouse located at 129 Main Street, Shoals, Indiana.  Commissioners present were President, Paul R. George, Aaron C. Summers and Kevin R. Boyd.    Also attending was Auditor Bobbie Abel; Attorney Dave Lett; Courtney Hughett, Martin County Journal; Josh Hughett, Animal Control Officer;  Vicki Wathen, Census; Rex Strawn, Strawn Agency; Leo Rumschlag, JSE; Andy Ringwald, EMA; Adam Greene; Jon Richer; Monty Wolf, EMA.
President George called the meeting to order with the Pledge to the Flag at 5:30 pm. 
The minutes from the regular meeting of February 25, 2020 were approved with a correction to a name.  It was incorrectly stated that Ron Hettle requested ditching work along a property line, the correct name should have been Jerry Earl. A motion to approve with the correction was made by Commissioner Boyd and seconded by Commissioner Summers.  All were in favor, motion passed. 

The Claims and Allowances were approved as submitted with the motion by Commissioner Boyd, seconded by Commissioner Summers.  All were in favor and the motion passed.  

Josh Hughett, Animal Control Officer, gave the Sherriff’s report.  There are currently seventy-two inmates with twenty-one of them from Vigo County.

Andy Ringwald, EMA, reported that the phone and internet project at the Civil Defense building is complete.  He informed that District 10 is in the process of possibly reorganizing.   They responded to more than one brush fire over the weekend and remind everyone to be cautious. 
A motion to classify the One Maintainer/Drag as surplus property was made by Commissioner Boyd, seconded by Commissioner Summers.  All in favor, motion passed.

Bobbie Abel, Auditor,  read the following for the Highway Department as they were at training.  The Highway Department will be taking sealed bids for the One Maintainer/Drag with a minimum bid of $500.00. Please submit sealed bids to the Auditor’s Office by March 30, 2020.  Abel informed the Commissioners that someone requested the signs along Dover Hill Road be stood back up.  Commissioner George stated it would be done.
Vicki Wathen, Census Bureau, stated that they will have a vendor booth at the Martin County Ag day. They will be there until 11:00 am for anyone with questions about the 2020 Census.  The Census mailings will go out this week.    Reminders were included on the East Fork water bills and REMC statements.

Leo Rumschlag, Janssen & Spaans Engineering, stated that the County has been working with the current bridge inspectors for eight years and it might be time to have another set of eyes looking at things.  He informed that the request for proposals was published last week and will be submitted in three weeks.   He advised that a scoring committee needed to be put together and selections needed to be made based on qualifications not pricing when selecting an engineer.  
Rex Strawn, Strawn Agency, reminded the Commissioners that Insurance renewal was coming up and requested that the Commissioners keep Strawn Agency in mind for an agent of record.  He stated he would like to see the Commissioners bring it back to the County.

Dave Lett, Attorney, informed the Commissioners that Frontier has submitted documentation regarding three towers they are currently looking to place in Martin County.  The locations are along 231, Windom Road and Emmons Ridge Road.  Exact locations have not been determined.  He advised Frontier that Martin County does not have zoning requirements. 

Bobbie Abel, Auditor, advised that a payment in the amount of $12,178.85 was received from DNR State Forest timber sales.  Fifty percent of the proceeds are required to be disbursed among the Loogootee VFD, Lost River VFD, Martin County Civil Defense and the Shoals VFD.  Commissioner Boyd made a motion to disburse $3,000.00 to each, Commissioner Summers seconded the motion. All in favor the motion passed. Abel submitted a quote for the replacement of ceiling tiles and sprinkler heads downstairs.  Commissioners tabled the project, they want to continue refurbishing  the upstairs offices before proceeding downstairs.
A motion to change the Martin County payroll cycle from the current 27 pays to 26 pays to be paid bi-weekly for 2020 was made by Commissioner Boyd, seconded by Commissioner Summers. All in favor the motion passed.  Commissioner George stated this would provide time during the 2021  budget hearings to budget for twenty-seven pays for the year.

Andy Ringwald, EMA, reminded the Commissioners that there would be a meeting for the COVID-19 task force the following evening.

Adam Greene, gave an update on progress of SB433.  This bill is in reference to the homes along the White River.  The bill was read on the Senate floor for the second time and passed with full support.  It will now go back to the House.   
Courtney Hughett, Martin County Journal, asked if anything was being done to revoke the Abatements allowed to Indian Creek since it has been sold and closed.  Attorney Lett advised that he was working with Tim Kinder to see what can be done legally.

Commissioner George gave the Veterans report.  Five trips were made, three to Indianapolis and two to Evansville.  There were forty-one calls placed, twenty-one incoming and twenty outgoing. Four veterans were assisted.

Important Dates:

Safety Meeting to be held, Wednesday, March 11, 2020 @ 9:00 am
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:17 pm with a motion made by Commissioner Boyd and seconded by Commissioner Summers.  All were in favor and the motion passed.   The next Commissioner meeting will be held Tuesday, March 24, 2020 at 5:30pm.  
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