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THE MARTIN COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING
February 3, 2015
MINUTES

The Martin County Commissioners convened in regular session Tuesday, February 3, 2015 in the Commissioners’ Room at the Courthouse located at 129 Main Street, Shoals, Indiana.  Commissioners attending were President Paul R. George, Kevin R. Boyd and Dan J. Gregory.  Others in attendance were Auditor January Roush, County Attorney J. David Lett, Highway Superintendent Leo Padgett, Highway Clerk Terri Alcorn, Andy Ringwald, Civil Defense/EMA; Judge Lynne Ellis; Sheriff Travis Roush, Chief Deputy Josh Greene, Tim Kinder, Martin County Alliance; Millie Brown, Lost River Township Trustee; Eva Neeley and Jill Albright, Loogootee Tribune

President George called the meeting to order with the Pledge to the Flag at 6:00 pm.  

The minutes from the regular meeting of January 20, 2015 were approved as submitted with the motion by Commissioner Boyd and seconded by Commissioner Gregory.  All were in favor and the motion passed.  

The Claims and Allowances were approved as submitted with the motion by Commissioner Gregory and seconded by Commissioner Boyd.    All were in favor and the motion passed.  

Millie Brown, Lost River Township Trustee, came before the Commissioners regarding the appointment of Bruce Fithian to her Advisory Board.  County Attorney Lett advised that the Commissioners by statue can make the appointment at their next meeting, February 17, 2015.  Fithian is still eligible to be a member of the Advisory Board until a replacement can be appointed.  

Tim Kinder, Martin County Alliance, presented a report detailing the impact of the Alliance.   There has been $28 million in new investment, 110 new jobs and 279 jobs retained since April of 2010.   

Sheriff Travis Roush and Deputy Sheriff Josh Greene provided information concerning the current fleet of vehicles.   Deputy Harmon currently drives a 2009 Chevrolet Impala and it has 139,127 miles on it.  There are funds available to purchase a new vehicle for Deputy Harmon outright with no trade in.  The Sheriff’s Department will retain Deputy Harmon’s Impala for a back up and possibly for a reserve deputy in the future.  Sheriff Roush wants to trade in vehicles possessing 40,000 miles for new vehicles.  Sheriff Roush’s Dodge Ram has 51,179 miles and Chief Deputy Green’s Dodge Ram has 39,240.  Sheriff Roush’s plan is to trade in for 3-2014 Dodge Ram’s that are special service vehicles. Sheriff Roush gave estimates on the total cost of the project.  County Attorney advised that the new vehicles would have to go through the bid process.  The bids could be awarded at the March 3, 1015 meeting.   There are currently 50 inmates in the Security Center, with a mass capacity of 62.  We are housing 4 Department of Correction inmates.  
  
Leo Padgett, Highway Superintendent, submitted his two-week work schedule.  Superintendent Padgett purchased a new hot box.  There are three trucks prepped for the upcoming snow.  He gave an update on the Rusk Road project and an issue with a drive way in Rutherford Township.  

Andy Ringwald, Civil Defense/EMA, provided the Commissioners with information regarding the levels of snow emergencies.  A “Watch” means essential travel only.  A “Warning” is emergency management workers only and requires the Commissioners approval. Citizens can go to www.in.gov/dhs/traveladvisory  to view the travel status of a county.  

Judge Lynne E. Ellis recently upgraded her video conferencing capabilities with WebEx to now include the Prosecutor and Security Center.  Judge Ellis suggested the Commissioners pay the $243.96 invoice since three departments would be using the program.  Commissioner Gregory made a motion to approve the payment of $243.96 for the video conference program with WebEx.  Commissioner Boyd made the second.  All were in favor and the motion passed.    Judge Ellis advised the Commissioners of the need for a CASA Director.  Due to the increase of cases, Daviess County will no longer provide assistance.  She estimates that the program will cost $40,000 a year and will need office space.  Judge Ellis will be submitting a proposal to the Council next month.   

Commissioner Boyd made a motion to appoint Kenneth Fuhrman, Sue Hembree and Lois Brett to PTABOA.  Commissioner Gregory made the second.  All were in favor and the motion passed.  

Auditor Roush submitted a tourism update from Jim Stoughton, Martin County Tourism Council. 

President George gave the January Veteran Service Officer report.  The Commissioners would like Service Officer Linda Evans-Dillon to publish her reports in the local newspapers.  Veteran’s can contact Service Officer Dillon at (812)247-2210.  

Commissioner Gregory made a motion to approve a contract with RTC Communications for 120 hours of telephone and/or on-site support at $70 per hour, for a total of $8,400.  Commissioner Boyd made the second.  All were in favor and the motion passed.  

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned 6:43 pm with a motion by Commissioner Gregory and seconded by President George.   All were in favor and the motion passed.  The next Commissioners meeting will be Tuesday, February 17, 2015 at 6:00pm.  
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