
THE MARTIN COUNTY COUNCIL 

SPECIAL MEETING

MARCH 4, 2013
MINUTES

The Martin County Council convened in special session Monday, March 4, 2013, in the Commissioners’ Room at the Courthouse located at 129 Main Street, Shoals, Indiana.  Councilmen present were C. Richard Summers, Randy Wininger, F. Lonnie Hawkins, Warren Albright, J. Keith Gibson and Councilwomen Lynn Gee and Barbara McFeaters. Others attending were Auditor January Roush; Assessor Carolyn McGuire, Surveyor Nathan Hoffman, Prosecutor Mike Steiner, Kathy Collins, Community Corrections Director; Judge Lynne E Ellis; Highway Superintendent Jim Williams, Commissioners Paul R. George and Dan Gregory, and Paul McFeaters 
President Summers called the meeting to order with the Pledge to the Flag at 6:01pm.
The minutes from the special meeting of February 4, 2013, were approved as submitted with the motion made by Councilwoman Gee and seconded by Councilman Wininger.  All were in favor and the motion passed.  
Councilman Hawkins made a motion to appoint Sue Hembree with Maxine Huebner as alternate to the Property Tax Assessment Board of Appeals.  Councilman Albright made the second.  All were in favor and the motion passed.  

Assessor McGuire presented her requests for Additional Appropriations. The requests were for a new Personal Property Program-$3,000 and Level III Assessor-$1,000.  Councilman Hawkins made the motion to approve the Additional Appropriations from the General Fund, Assessor, Personal Services, Level III Assessor-$1,000; Other Services and Charges, Computer Support-$3,000.  Councilman Gibson made the second.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 

Judge Ellis came before the Council to request Additional Appropriations in the Alcohol and Drug Program Fund and the General Fund, Court and Probation.  Judge Ellis explained that the Alcohol and Drug Program is sustained by user fees.  Kali Walls is the Director and the program is certified by the Judicial Center.  The program has been very effective. Councilwoman Gee made the motion to approve the Additional Appropriations from the Alcohol and Drug Program, Personal Services, Director-$5,081; General Fund, Court, Other Services & Charges, Contract Services- $1,800 and Probation, Personal Services, Chief Probation Officer- $979.  Councilman Gibson made the second.  All were in favor and the motion passed.    

Prosecutor Steiner presented his requests for Additional Appropriations. A lengthy discussion followed on the need for his requests, specifically computers and an administrative assistant.  His computers are 5 years old and he currently has 4 administrative assistants. The majority of his requests are due to the lack of funds in his Deferral Fund. Councilman Wininger made a motion to approve the Additional Appropriations from the General Fund: Personal Services, Secretary-$11,002 and Part-Time, Legal Assistant/Administrator-$10,500.  Councilman Albright made the second.  All were in favor and the motion passed.  Councilwoman Gee made a motion to approve the Additional Appropriations from the General Fund: Supplies, Office Supplies-$1,500; Other Services and Charges, Witness Fees-$1,000; Depositions-$5,000; Equipment Repairs-$1,500 and Conference and Training-$1,500.  Councilwoman McFeaters made the second.  All were in favor and the motion passed.  Councilman Hawkins made a motion to approve the Additional Appropriation from the General Fund, Capital Outlay, Computers-$2,000.  Councilman Gibson made the second.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 

Surveyor Hoffman came before the Council to request a transfer within his Corner Perpetuation Fund.  He is currently using his personal computer and asked that $2,000 be transferred so that he can purchase a county owned computer.  Councilman Wininger made the motion to approve the transfer of $2,000 from Corner Perpetuation, Other Services and Charges, Survey Total Station-Lease to Corner Perpetuation, Capital Outlay, Equipment.  Councilman Albright made the second.  All were in favor and the motion passed.  

Highway Superintendent Williams presented his requests for Additional Appropriations.  The reason for his requests is due to a clerical error by Auditor Roush when entering the Highway Departments budget in the statewide program Gateway.  Auditor Roush explained that the Additional Appropriations being requested are what the Council approved during budget hearings.  Councilman Wininger made a motion to approve the following Additional Appropriations:  Highway, Maintenance & Repair, Stone-$170,000; Culverts-$15,000; Bituminous-$133,600; Road Signs-$24,000; Winter Mix-$10,000; Hardware & Tools-$8,000 and the Less Additional Appropriation, Highway, General & Undistributed, Gas, Diesel & Oil-$39,000 for a total of $321,600 in Additional Appropriations in the Highway Fund.  Council Gee made the second. All were in favor and the motion passed.  
Auditor Roush requested an Additional Appropriation in the General Fund for the Jail.  The Jail Officer Salary was short $500.  Councilman Hawkins made a motion to approve the Additional Appropriation in the General Fund, Jail, Personal Services, Jail Officers-$500.  Councilman Wininger made the second.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 
Auditor Roush also requested an Additional Appropriation in the General Fund for the Auditor’s Office.  Her office is need of 3 new computers. She will be using $1,000 already budgeted but needs an additional $3,000.  Councilman Albright made the motion to approve the Additional Appropriation in the General Fund, Auditor, Capital Outlay, Computers-$3000.  Councilwoman McFeaters made the second.  All were in favor and the motion passed.  

Clerk Fithian submitted a request in the Cumulative Voting and Non-Reverting Voting Fund.  Clerk Fithian was unable to attend meeting but Auditor Roush explained that the request was for voting equipment used during the November election.  Councilwoman Gee made the motion to approve the following Additional Appropriations: Cumulative Voting, Capital Outlay, Voting Equipment-$11,000 and Non-Reverting Voting, Capital Outlay, Voting Equipment-$8,000.  Councilman Gibson made the second.  All were in favor and the motion passed.  

The following Additional Appropriations were approved so that the salaries matched the Salary Ordinance passed by the Council: Level III Assessor-$1,000; Chief Probation Officer-$979; and Jail Officers- $500.  

Commissioners George and Gregory came before the council to discuss several issues.  George explained that due to the Prosecutor’s Deferral Fund being depleted, the Commissioners agreed to pay the Prosecutor’s office rent and utilities.  Also, the Sheriff’s Department is in need of another vehicle.  The current fleet has high mileage and several vehicles are currently under repair.  Auditor Roush suggested using the Public Safety LOIT.  A discussion followed on what kind of vehicle the department needed.  It was decided that an Impala would be the more practical choice.  The Commissioners will also be requesting  Additional Appropriations for a new Sheriff’s Department vehicle and for the Prosecutor’s Rent.  Gregory submitted an insurance spreadsheet with the current numbers for 2013, for informational purposes only.  George suggested to the Council that a salary increase be made for the new Highway Superintendent.   A discussion followed and since the Highway Superintendent also receives a county truck/gas, an increase will not be approved.  
Judge Ellis commented on the passing of local Attorney Fremont Pickett.  

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned with a motion made by Councilwoman Gee and seconded by Councilman Albright.   All were in favor and the motion passed and the meeting was adjourned at 7:21 pm.
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