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THE MARTIN COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
SPECIAL MEETING
December 22, 2015
MINUTES

The Martin County Commissioners convened in special session Tuesday, December 22, 2015 in the Commissioners’ Room at the Courthouse located at 129 Main Street, Shoals, Indiana.  Commissioners attending were President Paul R. George, Dan J. Gregory and Kevin R. Boyd.  Others in attendance were Auditor January Roush, County Attorney J. David Lett, Kathy Collins, Community Corrections Director; Leo Padgett, Highway Superintendent; Terri Alcorn, Highway Clerk; Linda Dillon, Veteran Service Officer; Dave Redman, Extension Educator; Sergeant Keith Keller, Tim Kinder, Martin County Alliance, Josh Hughett, Martin County Journal and Jill Albright, Loogootee Tribune.   

President George called the meeting to order with the Pledge to the Flag at 6:00 pm. 

The minutes from the regular meeting of December 8, 2015 were approved as submitted with the motion by Commissioner Boyd and seconded by Commissioner Gregory.  All were in favor and the motion passed.  

The Claims and Allowances were approved as submitted with the motion by Commissioner Gregory and seconded by Commissioner Boyd.  All were in favor and the motion passed.  

Commissioner Gregory made a motion to approve the Public Defender contract with the Law Office of Clay J. Cummins for $42,000 a year.  Commissioner Boyd made the second.  All were in favor and the motion passed.  

Dave Redman, Extension Educator, presented the Commissioners with the contractual services agreement with Purdue University.  Commissioner Boyd made a motion to approve the Extension Contractual Services Agreement between Purdue University and Martin County Government.  Commissioner Gregory made the second.  All were in favor and the motion passed. Stacey Brown has accepted the position of Martin County Extension Educator.  She will start January 11, 2016.  Redman will stay on until January 29, 2016 to assist in the transition.  Redman also informed the Commissioners that he has signed a new contract with Frontier and will save the county money.  

Linda Dillon, Veteran Service Officer, showed the Commissioners the new signs that will be displayed by the Veteran’s van garage.  The signs say “Reserved for Veteran Transport”.  VSO Dillon also thanked Community Corrections for detailing the van over the weekend.  

Sergeant Keith Keller presented an agreement with Combined Public Communications (CPC).  CPC will provide long distance phone service to the inmates at the Security Center.  County Attorney Lett had no legal objections.  Commissioner Gregory made a motion to approve the service agreement with Combined Public Communications.  Commissioner Boyd made the second.  All were in favor and the motion passed.  There are currently 43 males and 5 females in the Security Center.   The Sheriff’s Department boat is being repaired by White River Marine.  

Leo Padgett, Highway Superintendent, submitted his two-week work schedule.  James (J.J.) Jones will be retiring from the Highway Department on Tuesday, December 29.  Superintendent Padgett thanked Jones for his 12+ years of services.  Superintendent Padgett plans on paving another section of Butler Bridge Road next year.  He will begin ditching soon.   Howard Jones Road in Lost River Township has been closed by someone and a gate put up.  Superintendent Padgett will investigate.  Bridge #68, commonly known as Brooks Bridge is still closed due to the findings in a recent inspection.  Due to the barricades being moved on both sides, the department is piling rock on each side so no one can cross the bridge.   Butler, Fairman and Seufart, Inc. (BF&S) submitted a general engineering services agreement regarding Bridge #68 crack repair.  The total work will not exceed $4,500.  Attorney Lett had no legal objections to the agreement.  Commissioner Gregory made a motion to approve the General Engineering Services Agreement for Martin County Bridge #68 Crack Repair with BF&S.  Commissioner Boyd made the second.  All were in favor and the motion passed.  Superintendent Padgett also submitted a Supplemental Agreement with INDOT concerning Bridge Inspections.  County Attorney Lett had several questions and advised the Commissioners to approve contingent upon his questions being answered.  Commissioner Gregory made a motion to approve the Supplemental Agreement with INDOT contingent upon County Attorney Lett’s questions being answered.  Commissioner Boyd made the second.  All were in favor and the motion passed.    The Commissioners all agreed the Highway Department truck drivers could attend the lunch at Cave Quarries when going over to get rock.  Superintendent Padgett thanked the Commissioners for everything they did for him and his department in 2015 and wished them a Merry Christmas.  

Kathy Collins, Community Corrections Director, informed the Commissioners that she will be presenting the application for her Annual Grant at the next Commissioners meeting.  She will also be submitting a letter of support to be signed by the Commissioners.  Director Collins along with Shoals School Superintendent Candace Roush applied for a grant through System of Care, a branch of the Good Samaritan Hospital.  The grant would provide additional funding for the CASS program and add programs for student behavioral issues.  Shoals Community School was the only school in the region to apply for the grant and received $30,000 of grant funding.  Community Corrections will supply an individual in the school one day a week.  A contract will be signed between Community Corrections and the Shoals Community School Corporation.  

Tim Kinder, Martin County Alliance Director, advised the Commissioners that we received the Workforce Development grant.  Martin County, in partnership with Lawrence, Greene and Daviess Counties was awarded $250,000 to provide training to 54 individuals into the fields of CNC machining, electronics and Information Technology.  Martin County will be providing $12,000 of TIF funds to the grant.  Kinder projects the program to start in the second or third quarter of 2016.  He also updated the Commissioners on Bowling Manufacturing. Martin County was part of a $42 million grant from the Lilly Endowment awarded to eleven counties in Southwestern Indiana.  

Commissioner Boyd made a motion to accept Floyd Hawkins resignation from the Westgate Authority Board and appoint Don Bowling to finish out his one year left on the board.  Commissioner Gregory made the second.  All were in favor and the motion passed.  Commissioner Boyd made a motion to appoint Dan Gregory to a three year term.  President George made the second.  Commissioner Gregory abstained.  

Commissioner Gregory made a motion to re-appoint James Lauck and Cameron Wolf to the Martin County Board of Health for three year terms.  Commissioner Boyd made the second.  All were in favor and the motion passed.  

Auditor Roush informed the Commissioners that the Local Health Maintenance Funds and Indiana Local Health Department Trust Account grant budgets were approved for 2016.  

President George had questions regarding the comp time payout of employees.  The comp time payout will be up to Auditor Roush and when funds are available.    Commissioner Gregory made a motion to approve the new employee handbook effective January 1, 2016.  Commissioner Boyd made the second.  All were in favor and the motion passed.  Auditor Roush will have the handbook bound and employees will have to sign off when they have received a copy of it.  

President George wished all residents of Martin County a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.  

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:55 pm with a motion by Commissioner Boyd and seconded by Commissioner Gregory.  All were in favor and the motion passed.  The next Commissioners meeting will be Tuesday, January 5, 2016 at 6:00pm.  
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