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THE MARTIN COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING
December 23, 2013
MINUTES

The Martin County Commissioners convened in regular session Monday, December 23, 2013 in the Commissioners’ Room at the Courthouse located at 129 Main Street, Shoals, Indiana.  Commissioners attending were President Paul R. George, Dan Gregory and Kevin R. Boyd.  Others in attendance were Auditor January Roush, County Attorney J. David Lett, Highway Superintendent Leo Padgett, Highway Clerk Terri Alcorn, Monty Wolf, Civil Defense/EMA; Judge Lynne Ellis; Kathy Collins, Community Corrections Director; Marilyn McCollough, Thompson Insurance; Terri Shoufler, ESPY Services; Randy Smith, 39 Degrees North; Josh Hughett, Martin County Journal and Jill Albright, Loogootee Tribune. 

President George called the meeting to order with the Pledge to the Flag at 6:00 pm.  

The minutes from the regular meeting of December 10, 2013, were approved as submitted with the motion by Commissioner Gregory and seconded by Commissioner Boyd.  All were in favor and the motion passed.  

Randy Smith, 39 Degrees North, presented to the Board the annual stats for the counties eGIS website.  He expressed his gratitude to be able to work for Martin County.  Visitation to the website increased almost 75% since last year.  A sample draft of a 3 year contract was presented to the Board. If signed this would mean no increase in fees for the next 3 years.  Smith will submit a contract to review.  

The Claims and Allowances were approved as submitted with the motion by Commissioner Boyd and seconded by Commissioner Gregory.   All were in favor and the motion passed.  

Terri Shoufler, ESPY Services, came before the Board to explain the services her company had to offer.  ESPY Services finds telecom billing errors.  ESPY Services will receive 50% of the errors found.  Attorney Lett will review the contracts.  

Kathy Collins, Community Corrections Director, submitted her budget for fiscal year of July 1, 2014 to June 30, 2015 for approval.  Commissioner Gregory made a motion to approve the Community Corrections budgets for calendar year July 1, 2014 to June 30, 2015.  Commissioner Boyd made the second.  All were in favor and the motion passed.  

Leo Padgett, Highway Superintendent, submitted his two week work schedule.  He thanked Community Corrections for cleaning the Highway Department offices.  The winter mix is ready for the next snow.  Padgett provided pictures of the new roller recently purchased.  Commissioner Boyd made a motion to approve the payment of $21,000 to ERB Equipment for the roller.  Commissioner Gregory made the second.  All were in favor and the motion passed.  Commissioner Gregory discussed snow removal at the Civil Defense Building.  

Monty Wolf, Civil Defense/EMA, updated the Commissioners on his department’s recent activities. Civil Defense received a grant for new radios.  The radios were purchased through the Fire & Rescue account but since the department used the same federal identification number the funds will be reimbursed to the county.  Commissioner Gregory made a motion to approve the reimbursement of funds to the Fire & Rescue account once received by the county.  Commissioner Boyd made the second.  All were in favor and the motion passed.  He thanked the police deputies for the help in removing a tree during the recent weather.  He also reminded the highway to keep track of road damage caused by any weather related event in order to possibly be reimbursed.  The Community Corrections road crews are available to help with the clearing of debris.   

Marilyn McCullough, Thompson Insurance, came before the Board to discuss health insurance options for county employees.  President George and Commissioner Boyd were involved in separate conference calls with Brown & Brown concerning health insurance last week.  A limited medical plan was discussed.  Highway Superintendent Padgett submitted a worksheet provided by Brown & Brown.  A lengthy discussion followed concerning health insurance.  Commissioner Boyd made a motion to have McCollough take applications from all employees to receive more solid numbers and provide the information to Brown & Brown.  President George made the second.  Commissioner Gregory opposed. Commissioner Gregory made a motion to approve health insurance Option 4, decreased employee premium and no health savings accounts.  Commissioner George asked the department heads present for their thoughts on the plan.  All agreed that the employees need to be aware what is going to happen with their paychecks February 1.  President George made the second.  All were in favor and the motion passed.  The option will be effective February 1. If a better/cheaper plan is found after taking applications, the Board may reconsider.  McCollough will have the information from applications at the next Commissioners meeting, January 7.  

Commissioner Gregory made a motion to approve the Health Departments contract with Hoosier Uplands.  Commissioner Boyd made the second.  All were in favor and the motion passed.  

Auditor Roush provided information on the DNR Timber Sale Revenue.  Martin County received $13,267.56.  Of that 50%, can be distributed to our local fire departments.  Commissioner Gregory made a motion to approve $1,600 be distributed to qualifying fire departments.  Commissioner Boyd made the second.  All were in favor and the motion passed.  

Auditor Roush has received all but one Nepotism Certificate from the elected officials.  Also, settlement was completed last week and Auditor Roush distributed $2,289,057.39 in property taxes and $353,026.55 in license excise taxes to all the local units.  

The final walk through was completed earlier in the day at the Lost River Fire Station.  Auditor Roush, Millie Brown, Lost River Township Trustee; Mark Lindsey, Lindsey Construction; Rhonda Rumble, SIDC; Richard Burch, Midwestern Engineers and members of the Lost River Fire Department were all present.  The keys were handed over to the fire department with only a few minor details to be fixed.  

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned 7:57 pm with a motion by Commissioner Boyd and seconded by Commissioner Gregory.   All were in favor and the motion passed.  The next Commissioners meeting will be Tuesday, January 7, 2014.  
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