
Est
THE MARTIN COUNTY

 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

REGULAR MEETING

September 22, 2020
MINUTES

The Martin County Commissioners convened in regular session Tuesday, September 22, 2020 in the Commissioners’ Room at the Courthouse located at 129 Main Street, Shoals, Indiana.  Commissioners present were President, Paul R. George, Commissioner Kevin Boyd and Commissioner Aaron Summers.    Also attending was Auditor, Bobbie Abel; Attorney David Lett; Rex Knight SIDC; Dave Sutton; Claude Hatfield, Town of Crane. Attending virtually: Kathy Collins, Director Community Corrections; Lori Carrico, Treasurer; Andy Ringwald, EMA; Monty Wolf, EMA; Courtney Hughett, Martin County Journal; Dena Held, Purdue 4-H Educator; Tiffany Whaley, EMS; Carolyn McGuire, Assessor; Rhonda Sanders, Treasurer; Aureola Wright, Martin County Prosecutor. 
President George called the meeting to order with the Pledge to the Flag at 5:36 pm. 
The minutes from the regular meeting of September 8, 2020 were approved with a motion made by Commissioner Summers, seconded by Commissioner George.   All in favor, motion passed.
Rex Knight, SIDC, presented a Memorandum of Understanding for the EPA Brownfields Assessment Program.   This agreement will allow Martin County to be included in a $504,000.00 Brownfield Assessment Grant. Commissioner Summers asked if the old Patient First building could be included.  Mr. Knight replied that it is possible he would need more information for it to be considered. Attorney Lett had no objections to the County entering into the MOU.  A motion to approve the MOU was made by Commissioner Boyd, seconded by Commissioner Summers.  All in favor, motion passed.
President George advised that Superintendent Padgett was unable to attend the meeting this evening.  The bi-weekly report was submitted and reviewed.  Attorney Lett spoke of the traffic on Asbell Road. In order for the Sheriff Department to stop the increased truck traffic on Asbell Road signage will need to be placed stating no truck traffic allowed along with “local delivery only”.  The Commissioners will have the highway department place signage on both ends of Asbell Road.  Commissioner George advised that E&B Paving has stated the project should be complete this year.  
Claude Hatfield, Town of Crane, requested help from the Highway Department in ordering and placing signs for the Town of Crane.  Commissioners advised Mr. Hatfield to contact Leo Padgett at the Highway Department for assistance.  Claude Hatfield asked about help with asphalt.  He was advised that the Town of Crane would need to receive bids and proceed from there. The Highway Department does not have asphalt. 

Andy Ringwald, EMA and Attorney Lett submitted the Martin County Multi-Hazard Mitigation plan for approval.  Attorney Lett advised that it had been formally approved and now it is required that the Commissioners approve the plan.  It will allow for the possibility of help during natural disasters and open doors for potential grants.  The local units will need to approve the plan once the Commissioners approve it for the County.  A motion to approve the Martin County Multi-Hazard mitigation plan was made by Commissioner Boyd, seconded by Commissioner Summers.  All in favor, motion passed.
Dena Held, Purdue 4-H Educator, asked the Commissioners if they would issue a Martin County Proclamation for 4-H week at the next meeting.  They agreed and requested that Ms. Held submit the proclamation for approval at the next meeting.  Enrollment for 4-H begins October 1, 2020.  Activities for this year are winding down.

Tiffany Whaley, EMS, advised that Air Evac is set to attend the next Commissioner Meeting to present what Air-Evac has to offer the County.   Ms. Whaley is going to extend an invitation to Martin County’s 911 director to attend also.

Aureola Wright, Prosecutor, informed the Commissioners that Sistoria Neeley of the Prosecutors office was selected to give a presentation to other IV-D administrators on the Best Practices during a Pandemic IV-D Enforcement.  Martin County is a pilot county for Invest IV-D 2021.  Martin County will help develop and plan the program. 
Attorney Lett submitted a contract for the Sheriff’s Department with Core Facilities.  The contract is for Core Facilities to facilitate the process of replacing the current Fire Enunciator at the Jail.  A motion to approve the contract with Core Facilities in the amount of $6,250.00 was approved with a motion made by Commissioner Boyd, seconded by Commissioner Summers.  All in favor, the motion passed. 

Attorney Lett advised that the Commissioners needed to make an Emergency Declaration of the 911 system at the jail due to a lightning strike so they can proceed with repairs.   A motion to approve the emergency declaration was made by Commissioner Summers, seconded by Commissioner Boyd.  All in favor, motion passed.
Bobbie Abel, Auditor, asked if a decision had been made regarding the Payroll Tax Deferral. This would defer the payment of certain payroll tax obligations. The deferred taxes would need to be paid back between January 1, 2021 and April 1, 2021. Commissioner George stated that the Martin County employees have not gone without pay during this pandemic and the tax deferral could place a hardship in the future when it came time to pay it back.  Commissioner Summers made a motion stating Martin County will not participate in the Tax Deferral program, the motion was seconded by Commissioner Boyd.  All in favor, the motion passed.  

Prosecutor Wright, informed the Commissioners that Court Services received a grant that provided for printers and scanners to be installed in the Martin County Deputy Patrol vehicles.  This will allow the Deputy’s to print and scan traffic violations directly into the new Odyssey system implemented by the State of Indiana.

Bobbie Abel, Auditor, submitted the extension of the Emergency Declaration for signature.  Abel also presented the next two applications for reimbursement of expenses through the Cares Act for signature. 

Attorney Lett advised that Governor Holcomb will be extending the Indiana Emergency Declaration for another 30 days. 

Attorney Lett, advised that the next Redevelopment Meeting will be held on October 20, 2020.  He asked the Commissioners how they wanted to schedule the Redevelopment meeting, the Solid Waste Meeting and the Commissioner Meeting on that day.  The Commissioners will start with the Redevelopment meeting at 4:45 pm and each meeting will run consecutively thereafter.

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:21 pm with a motion made by Commissioner Summers and seconded by Commissioner Boyd.  All were in favor and the motion passed.  

A motion was made to immediately reconvene the meeting by Commissioner Summers, seconded by Commissioner Boyd.  All in favor, motion passed.  Meeting was reconvened to approve claims and allowance. 
The Claims and Allowances were approved with the motion by Commissioner Boyd, seconded by Commissioner Summers.  All in favor, the motion passed.  

Important Dates:
Safety Meeting, Wednesday, October21, 2020
The Courthouse will be closed on Monday, October 12, 2020 for Columbus Day.
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:25 pm with a motion made by Commissioner Boyd and seconded by Commissioner Summers.  All were in favor and the motion passed. The next Commissioner meeting will be held Tuesday, October 6, 2020 at 5:30pm.  Attendance in person and/or by zoom meeting can be scheduled with the Auditor’s Office.
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