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THE MARTIN COUNTY

 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

REGULAR MEETING

                                                                      JULY 2, 2019
MINUTES

The Martin County Commissioners convened in Regular Session, Tuesday, July 2, 2019 in the Commissioners Room at the Courthouse located at 129 Main Street, Shoals, Indiana.  Commissioners present were President Paul George,  Kevin Boyd and Dan Gregory. Also present were Bobbie Abel, Auditor; David Lett, Attorney; Leo Padgett, Superintendent Martin County Highway: Terri Alcorn, Highway Clerk; Courtney Hughett, Martin County Journal; Josh Hughett, Animal Control Officer; Cori Lukomski, Times-Herald; Don Graber; Kathy Collins, Director Community Corrections, Brent Roberts, BF&S, Tug Beal, Shirley Beal, Kim Showalter, Tim Kinder, Martin County Alliance,  Andy Ringwald, EMA and Cameron Wolf, EMA.
Commissioner Gregory called the meeting to order with the Pledge to the Flag at 5:33 pm. 

The minutes from the regular meeting of June 18, 2019 were approved with a motion made by Commissioner Boyd  with a second made by Commissioner Gregory.  All were in favor and the motion passed.   
Claims and Allowances were approved with a motion made by Commissioner Gregory with a second made by Commissioner Boyd.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 
Courtney Hughett, Martin County Humane Society, submitted the quarterly report. June 30th was the 6th anniversary of the opening of the Humane Society.  They attended the Mega Adoption event in Indianapolis, all the dogs and part of the cats were adopted.  They have taken in 57 dogs this quarter and 66 cats. Currently there are 5 dogs and 37 cats housed in the shelter.
Auditor Abel presented a request from Assessor Carolyn McGuire to appoint Lois Brett, Republican, Larry Fellers, Democrat and Kenneth Fuhrman, Republican to the PTABOA Board.  A motion to approve was made by Commissioner Boyd, seconded by Commissioner Gregory.  All in favor, motion passed.

Kathy Collins, Director Community Corrections, informed the Commissioners about the current clients that Community Corrections are supervising. They have 10 on home detention, 10 in pretrial status, 2 with remote devices and 1 on a DOC transition program with a total of 100 involved in community service restitution.

Leo Padgett, Superintendent Highway Department, submitted the bi-weekly work report. He updated the Commissioners on the current projects.  Padgett advised the Commissioners on what mower would be most beneficial for the department and suggested that they receive sealed bids and pursue a bank loan.  A motion to request sealed bids was made by Commissioner Gregory, seconded by Commissioner Boyd.  All were in favor, motion passed.  Superintendent Padgett submitted an ordinance that was passed in 2008 regarding culverts.  
Attorney Lett updated the Commissioners on the progress of contacting property owners regarding County Road 1180 E.

Don Graber, Christian Campground, approached the Commissioner about his previous request to lay water lines down the road.  The Commissioner agreed for him to proceed once an agreement can be drawn up and signed.  They will stipulate in the agreement that the Campground/Graber will hold responsibility for repairs to the road should a water break happen in the future.
Monty Wolf, EMA advised they have a plan in place for Fireworks coverage at Boggs over the Holiday and had removed several fallen trees during the recent storms. 

Adam Greene asked if Commissioner Gregory had been in contact with Farm Bureau. Commissioner Gregory advised that he is no longer a member of Farm Bureau and Commissioner George stated he would follow up.  Commissioner Gregory also advised that Attorney Lett had drafted a letter stating that the Commissioners do not agree with the selective enforcement being made by the state in regards to the landowners along the river.   This will be signed by both the Commissioners and the Council and sent to the appropriate agencies. A discussion followed. Tug Beal, stated he was sympathetic to the landowners and said that peoples opinions do matter.   

 Leo Padgett advised that INDOT will be doing culvert repairs along Highway 450 on or after July 9, 2019.  The road will be closed off and on during repairs at various locations and to proceed with caution in these areas.
Bobbie Abel, Auditor, submitted a letter which stated that the Commissioners support the 2020 Census and to form a complete county committee.  Vicky Wathen has been asked to chair the committee.  A motion to approve the Census letter of support was made by Commissioner Boyd , seconded by Commissioner Gregory. All were in favor and the motion passed. Abel also submitted the Federal Surplus Property application for continued use of the generator at the Highway Department which was acquired in 2017 via Federal Surplus.
Attorney Lett had no objections to the SRI Contract which was submitted at the previous meeting. He does however have recommendations for the tax sale.  A motion was made by Commissioner Boyd to approve the SRI contract, seconded by Commissioner Gregory.  All were in favor and the motion passed.

The Veterans Service Officer report was given by Commissioner George.  No trips were made. 12 incoming calls at the office with 7 outbound.  Three meetings were attended and one training session.  A total of 9 Veterans were assisted.
The Commissioners reviewed, updated and submitted their budget requests for 2020.
Important Dates: 
        Safety Meeting Wednesday, August 14, 2019 at 9:00 AM
 With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:15 pm with a motion made by Commissioner Gregory and seconded by Commissioner Boyd.  All were in favor and the motion passed.   Next Commissioners Meeting will be Wednesday July 17, 2019 @ 5:30  pm.
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