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THE MARTIN COUNTY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING
September 9 , 2019
MINUTES
The Martin County Council convened in regular session Monday, September 9, 2019 in the Commissioners’ Room at the Courthouse located at 129 Main Street, Shoals, Indiana.  Councilmen present were C. Richard Summers, James A. Stiles, J. Keith Gibson, Randy Wininger, Councilwomen Barbara McFeaters and Sheri Bowling. Also in attendance, Auditor Bobbie Abel, Courtney Hughett; Martin County Journal; Travis Roush, Sheriff; Greg Jones, SIDC; Megan Jones, SIDC; Tim Kinder, Director Martin County Alliance; January Roush, Martin County Solid Waste; Kathy Collins, Director Community Corrections, Josh Hughett, Animal Control Officer; Gerald Montgomery, Clerk.
President Summers called the meeting to order with the Pledge to the Flag at 6:00 pm.
The minutes from the regular session meeting, August 5, 2019 and the Budget Hearing minutes from August 5 & 6, 2019 were approved with a motion made by Councilwoman McFeaters, seconded by Councilman Gibson.  All were in favor and the motion passed.
January Roush, Martin County Solid Waste, submitted the Binding Review of the 2020 Budget for Martin County Solid Waste.

Greg Jones and Megan Jones, SIDC, presented documentation regarding the Next Level Trails Program from the State of Indiana. The grant applications are due by November 1, 2019. The trail project would connect the City of Loogootee to Cannelburg initially. In the first round the State is awarding $70 million in grants regionally. In round two they will give away $25 million. The potential locally is $20 million in the first round and $5 million in the second. It is a matching grant.  Maps of the proposed trail were submitted. Different types of surfaces are eligible.  The trails would be non-motorized and a minimum of 8 ft. wide
Bobbie Abel, Auditor submitted to the Council the recommendation from Darla Wagler, Loogootee Library to appoint Chrystal Goodpaster to the Loogootee Library Board for a term of four year.  A motion to approve was made by Councilwoman Barb McFeaters, seconded by Councilman Albright. All were in favor and the motion passed. 
Transfer of Funds were submitted  and approved as follows:

Commissioners, $4,400.00 from Insurance transferred to $4000.00 for DSL and $400.00 for Liability and Casualty. A Motion to approve was made by Councilman Wininger, seconded by Councilman Stiles. All in favor motion passed.

Prosecutors, $500.00 from Witness fees to Office Supplies. A motion to approve was made by Councilwoman McFeaters, seconded by Councilman Gibson.  All in favor motion passed.
Highway, $25,000.00 from Equipment Payment to Equipment Repair. A motion to approve was made by Councilman Stiles, seconded by Councilwoman Bowling. All in favor motion passed.

Additional Appropriations were submitted and approved as follows:

General Fund:

Clerk, Voting Machine $7,420.00.  A motion to approve was made by Councilman Stiles, seconded by Councilman Wininger. All in favor motion passed.

Sheriff, Jail Equipment $22,000.00 and Jail Meals $25,000.00. A motion to approve both requests was made by Councilman Albright, seconded by Councilman Wininger.  Councilmen Gibson, President Summers, Councilwomen McFeaters and Councilwoman Bowling approved both, Councilman Stiles opposed both. Motion passed. 

Josh Hughett, Animal Control Officer gave the Sheriff’s report.  There are currently 78 inmates with 25 currently from Vigo County.  The Sheriff had a previous engagement hosting the women’s shooter safety course.

Bobbie Abel, Auditor requested the Council reconsider four budget cuts that were made during the Budget hearings.  Abel stated that they were known costs that she felt needed to be budgeted for now instead of asking for an additional appropriation in 2020 to cover the expense.  A discussion followed regarding the DLGF and their involvement in the budgeting process.   The Council approved increasing the budget cuts back to the requested and advertised amounts. The Council agreed to increase the County full time employee wages as determined during the budget hearings by .50 cents per hour.

Auditor Abel, submitted the budget Ordinance 2019-16 for approval. The Ordinance was read twice by President Summers.  A motion to approve was made by Councilman Albright, seconded by Councilwoman Bowling. All were in favor, motion passed.

The Council discussed the submittal process of transfer of funds and additional appropriations by Department Heads and are requesting that the Department heads be present at the meetings to answer questions.  They advised Auditor Abel to send an email to all Department Heads.
Important Dates:

Next Safety Meeting Wednesday, September 11, 2019  @ 9:00 am.

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:35 pm with a motion made by Councilman Gibson and seconded by Councilman Stiles.  All were in favor and the motion passed.   The next Regular Session Council meeting will be held Monday, October 7, 2019 at 6:00 pm.
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