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How to Calculate Child Support Using the On-Line Calculator at http://mycourts.in.gov/csc/Practitioners/ 
 
The child support calculator is user-friendly and contains most of the information necessary to complete the form. However, some of the entries into the calculator need to be calculated separately and then entered into the calculation.  
 
Be sure you are familiar with the newest version of the Indiana Child Support Rules and Guidelines (as of 1/1/2024). 
 
Before starting the calculation: 
 
1. Confirm that the Title IV-D (child support) prosecutor is not involved in the case.  If there is an open IV-D case, and depending on the county and extent of the IV-D prosecutor’s involvement, the parties may not be able to make changes to current child support or arrearages, or may only be able to do so, with the prosecutor’s consent. 
 
2. Second, if child support may be mediated, ADR Rule 2.7(F) provides that, “The Mediator may prepare or assist in the preparation of only the following documents . . . 
 
(5)    A child support calculation, including a child support worksheet and any other required worksheets pursuant to the Indiana Child Support Guidelines or Parenting Time Guidelines, so long as the parties are in agreement on all the entries included in the calculations. . .”   
 
Once you are on the page for the on-line practitioner calculator, confirm that you are a practitioner. 
 
Step One (Add Child Information): 
 
Enter child’s names and DOB (and indicate whether the child is currently in school beyond high school).  Keep adding in each child until all are included. [If any of the children are in college, then follow the instructions for entering the annual expenses, sources of income or assistance, and other information requested in that series of questions.] Once you have all the children’s information entered, go to the next page, Income, Expenses, & Adjustments. 
 
Step Two (Weekly Gross Income of Both Parents) (Line 1 on the CSOW): 
 
Once you are in “Income, Expenses, & Adjustments,” enter the weekly gross income for each parent (Father and Mother). This must be calculated off-line if the information you have is not weekly: 
· annual income divided by 52;  
· monthly income multiplied by 12 and then divided by 52; 
· bi-monthly income multiplied by 24 and then divided by 52; 
· bi-weekly income divided by 2 
 
There is extensive guidance in the Guidelines and Commentary for what should and what should not be included in the parents’ income. See Guideline 3.A.1. The rule of thumb is to include EVERYTHING paid to the parent except: 
 
· benefits from means tested public assistance programs such as Temporary Aid to Needy Families (TANF), Supplemental Security Income, and Food Stamps; and 
· survivor benefits received by or for other children residing in either parent’s home. 
 
There are also special provisions for Self Employment, Business Expenses, In Kind Payments and Related Issues (Guideline 3.A.2) and Unemployed, Underemployed and Potential Income (Guideline 3.A.3). Depending on the circumstances, it may be appropriate to impute federal minimum wage, $290 per week, or $0 per week. 
 
Step Three (Adjustments to Weekly Gross Income): 
 
1.  Adjustment for Subsequent-born or Legally Adopted Children (Line 1A on the CSOW): For a parent who has a legal duty or court order to support child(ren) born or legally adopted subsequent to (AFTER) the birthdates(s) of the child(ren) who are the subject of the child support order, so long as that parent is actually meeting or paying that obligation. If applicable, enter the number of subsequent children for each parent – this adjustment is calculated as a multiplier of the parent’s weekly gross income, which is deducted from the parent’s weekly gross income. Guideline 3.C.1.  
 
Go to the next Adjustment. 
 
2. Adjustment for Prior-Born Children (Lines 1B and 1C on the CSOW): For a parent who has child(ren) born BEFORE the child(ren) listed on the worksheet. Guideline 3.C.2 and 3.C.3 and Commentary to Guideline 3.C  
 
There are several options here:  
 
(a) Prior-Born with Court Order: If the parent pays court-ordered child support for child(ren) not living in the parent’s home, enter the weekly amount of the court-ordered child support for the prior born child(ren). 
 
(b) Prior-Born without Court Order: If the parent pays child support for child(ren) not living in the parent’s home (support is not court ordered) and can document the payments, enter the weekly amount of the child support paid for the prior born child(ren).  
 
(c) Prior-Born Child(ren) In the Home.  A parent is permitted to deduct his/her portion of the support obligation for prior born children living in his/her home. This is referred to as “Legal Duty.”  
 
If the parent has a CSOW for a prior-born born child, use the CSOW for that child. According to Maple v. Maple, 71 N.E.3d 75 (Ind. Ct. App. 2017), the credit given for a prior-born child [for a parent who is the custodial parent of the prior born child] should be based on the support obligation from the CSOW for that prior born child. The amount shown on line 6 of the CSOW for the parent is the correct amount for the parent’s credit.  
 
Usually, however, there is no CSOW to rely on. Therefore, the calculation will depend on whether or not the other parent’s annual income is known.  
 
(i) If the parent is the custodial parent of child(ren) in his/her home and the income of the other parent(s) is known: If the actual incomes of both parents of the prior born child(ren) are known, then add both incomes to determine the basic child support obligation for the prior born child(ren) the Indiana Child Support Guideline Schedules for Weekly Support Payments. Multiply the percentage share of the basic child support obligation attributable to the parent seeking the prior born credit; that amount should be considered the legal duty of support for the prior born child(ren) and the amount placed in Line 1.C., Child Support Obligation Worksheet. 
(ii) If the parent is the custodial parent of child(ren) in his/her home and the income of the other parent(s) is unknown: If actual income information for a parent of the prior-born child(ren) is unknown, then utilize the known income of the parent (and attributing zero ($0.00) income to the other parent) to determine the basic child support obligation for the prior born child(ren) the Indiana Child Support Guideline Schedules for Weekly Support Payments; that amount should be considered the legal duty of support for the prior born child(ren) and the amount placed in Line 1.C., Child Support Obligation Worksheet. 
 If the parent seeking the prior born credit has prior born children with different non-custodial parents whose incomes are unknown, the basic child support obligation shall be calculated as if the prior born children have the same noncustodial parent and the adjustment for those prior born children shall be attributed as a single legal duty, rather than the total of two or more separate and distinct legal duties. 
 
The “legal duty” amount will be deducted from his or her weekly gross income.  
 
Go to the next Adjustment. 
 
3. Adjustment for Alimony or Maintenance (Line 1D on the CSOW): For a parent who pays maintenance or alimony ordered in a decree from a foreign jurisdiction. If applicable, enter the weekly dollar amount of maintenance or alimony paid by either parent will be deducted from his or her weekly gross income. Guideline 3.D.  
 
Go to the next Adjustment.  
[Note: At this point, if you were calculating by hand, you would calculate the combined weekly adjusted gross income, and from there, the basic child support obligation. However, you will not need to do this as the calculator does all the calculating.] 
 
Step Four (Adjustments to Support Obligation) (Sections 4 and 7 on the CSOW): 
 
1.  Work-Related Child Care Expense: For a parent who incurs costs for child care during times when that parent is working or actively seeking employment. If applicable, enter the weekly dollar amount of child care paid by each parent. This must be calculated off-line by adding all child care expenses for the parent over the entire year, and then dividing the total amount by 52 weeks. The amount(s) paid by the parent(s) will appear on Lines 4A and in Section 7 of the CSOW. Guideline 3.E.1.  
 
Go to the next Adjustment.  
 
2.  Cost of Health Insurance for Children: If either or both parents are paying for health insurance for the child(ren), enter the weekly dollar amount for the child(ren)’s share of the health insurance premium paid by each parent. This must be calculated off-line by calculating health care expenses for the child(ren) into a weekly amount. If the amount of the child(ren)’s health insurance costs cannot be separated out, then the cost of the insurance should be pro-rated. Guideline 3.E.2 and Commentary. The amount(s) paid by the parent(s) will appear on Lines 4B and in Section 7 of the CSOW. (Guideline 7 explains parents’ obligations to provide or arrange health insurance for their child(ren)).  
 
Go the next Adjustment. 
 
3.  Adjustment for Parenting Time Credit: Enter each parent’s total number of annual overnights with the children.  This must be calculated off-line; it will depend on the specific parenting time arrangements. If a parent has Guidelines parenting time, then s/he gets 96-100 overnights; other arrangements will result in different numbers of overnights. See attached Select the range of overnights for each parent from the drop-down list. The amount(s) of parenting time credit will appear in Section 7 of the CSOW. Under the Guidelines, a custodial parent may be ordered to pay child support to the non-custodial parent (if the custodial parent has a much higher income than the non-custodial parent, and the non-custodial parent has a high number of annual overnights). If the parents have the same number of overnights (shared physical custody), then you will be prompted to identify which parent will be paying controlled expenses (controlled expenses are defined Guideline 6). See Guidelines 6 and 7.  
 
See “Number of Overnights for Purposes of Child Support Calculations” below for calculating the number of overnights for the parents. 
Guideline 7 explains how to handle extraordinary medical expenses. 
 
Guideline 8 explains how to handle extraordinary educational and other expenses.  
 
Once you have completed all the entries, fill in the Case Information.  Put in “Mediator” as the Preparer. 
 
Summary 
 
Once you have filled in all the information, go to the Summary. The forms are there available in PDF format to be reviewed, saved, or printed.  
 
Create the All Forms Package, then open, name and save in the mediation file.  
 
Be sure to review the forms carefully in case there are any errors. If there are errors, you may return to (a) Child Information or (b) Income, Expenses, & Adjustments. 
 
Number of Overnights for Purposes of Child Support Calculations 
	When working from an arrangement based on the Indiana Parenting Time Guidelines: Standard Parenting Time (SPT) for 5 year old and older  
	98 (this includes holidays and extended parenting time) 

	SPT plus midweek overnight (school year) 
	98 + 38 = 136 (this includes holidays and extended parenting time) 

	SPT plus one extra weekend per month (school year) 
	98 + 18 = 116 (this includes holidays and extended parenting time) 

	SPT plus one extra day per weekend (school year) 
	98 + 19 = 117 (this includes holidays and extended parenting time) 

	SPT for 3-4 year old (assuming 4 weeks of holiday breaks and 10 weeks of summer)  
	98 – 21 = 77 (this includes holidays and extended parenting time but there are three less weeks of holiday and extended parenting time) 


 
When not working from an arrangement based on the Guidelines 

	One parent with primary physical custody, the other with every other weekend 
	52 (this is with no holiday or extended parenting time) 

	Equal parenting time (need to designate parent with controlled expenses) 
	181-183 (this can be a week-to-week arrangement or some other 50/50 split of time) 

	Week split 4-3 year-round 
	209-156  

	Week split 5-2 year-round 
	261-104  

	Other arrangements 
	Count the days or weeks for each parent, including holidays and extended parenting time as specified







