
The Battle of Tippecanoe was 
fought on November 7, 1811, 
near present-day Lafayette, Ind. 
between United States forces led by 
Governor William Henry Harrison 
of the Indiana Territory and Native 
American warriors associated with 
the Shawnee leader Tecumseh, 
whose people opposed US expansion 
into Native territory. As tensions 
and violence increased, Governor 
Harrison marched with an army 
of about 1,000 men to disperse 
the confederacy’s headquarters at 
Prophetstown.

Warriors from Prophetstown 
attacked Harrison’s army 
unexpectedly, but Harrison and his 
men stood their ground. The Natives were ultimately overtaken when their ammunition ran low. After the battle, 
the Natives abandoned Prophetstown and Harrison’s men burned it to the ground. Having accomplished his goal 
of destroying Prophetstown, Harrison proclaimed that he had won a decisive victory. He acquired the nickname 
“Tippecanoe”, which was popularized in the song “Tippecanoe and Tyler too” during the election of 1840, when 
Harrison was elected president. 

The battle site, now known as the Tippecanoe Battlefield, is a National Historic Landmark that attracts tens of 
thousands of visitors annually to northern Tippecanoe County. The 16-acre site of the battle was deeded to the State 
of Indiana by John Tipton, a veteran of the fight, on November 7, 1836, the twenty-fifth anniversary of the battle. In 
1892, an associate organization worked the state and national representatives into funding a monument. It wasn’t 
until 1908 that the 85-foot marble obelisk with a statue of Harrison was finally erected, at a cost of $24,500.
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