
Professional basketball came to Indianapolis in 1967 when eight businessmen invested a few thousand dollars apiece to create 
the Indiana Pacers franchise as a charter member of the American Basketball Association (ABA). The nickname “Pacers” was 
decided on through a collective decision of the original investors. It was a combination of the state’s rich history with the harness 
racing pacers and the pace car used for the running of the Indianapolis 500. 

The Pacers became a member of the National Basketball Association (NBA) in 1976 as a result of the ABA-NBA merger. They 
originally played in the Indiana State Fairgrounds Coliseum, but moved to the Market Square Arena in downtown Indianapolis in 
1974 where they stayed for 25 years. They moved to Bakers Life Fieldhouse in 1999 where they currently reside.

Over the years the Pacers have been home to a number of top talent including five Hall of Fame members: Reggie Miller, Chris 
Mullin, Alex English, Mel Daniels and Roger Brown. The team won three championships while in the ABA and eight division titles 
so far in the NBA. They were also the Eastern Conference champions in 2000.  
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