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[bookmark: _Hlk105406371][Department] reminding motorists to stop for school buses

[City, State] — As students head back to the classroom, the [Department] is reminding motorists to be on the lookout for school buses in the community. 	Comment by Author: Insert: City, State
Although school buses are one of the safest modes of transportation, injuries and fatalities do occur outside of or near the buses. Most often, these tragedies occur because a motorist has failed to slow down and obey the bus’s stop sign, or to follow local traffic laws. 
Drivers should slow down and prepare to stop when the overhead lights on a school bus are flashing yellow. Once the lights turn red and the stop arm extends, drivers are required to stop on all roads with only one exception. On highways divided by a physical barrier, such as a concrete wall or grassy median, only vehicles traveling in the same direction as the school bus are required to stop in these circumstances.
"There is no excuse for drivers to put the lives of students in danger," said ICJI Traffic Safety Director James Bryan. “Drivers need to exercise caution around school buses and follow all traffic statutes.” 	Comment by Burbrink, Jacob: I will need a new quote from Jim	Comment by Burbrink, Jacob: Submitted by Jim
In April, thousands of bus drivers who participated in a one-day observational survey counted 1,574 stop-arm violations in Indiana. Projected across a 180-day school year, this survey data points to a potential 283,320 violations throughout the school year. 	Comment by Burbrink, Jacob: Source: https://cdn.wildapricot.com/194764/resources/IllegalPassing/2024/Summary.pdf?version=1721416681000&Policy=eyJTdGF0ZW1lbnQiOiBbeyJSZXNvdXJjZSI6Imh0dHBzOi8vY2RuLndpbGRhcHJpY290LmNvbS8xOTQ3NjQvcmVzb3VyY2VzL0lsbGVnYWxQYXNzaW5nLzIwMjQvU3VtbWFyeS5wZGY~dmVyc2lvbj0xNzIxNDE2NjgxMDAwIiwiQ29uZGl0aW9uIjp7IkRhdGVMZXNzVGhhbiI6eyJBV1M6RXBvY2hUaW1lIjoxNzIxNzQ4NjM1fSwiSXBBZGRyZXNzIjp7IkFXUzpTb3VyY2VJcCI6IjAuMC4wLjAvMCJ9fX1dfQ__&Signature=GronqU5SqyW77WXL4Tw6EoZ0nGboZbnve1BoO8wCVuY7mCDE1ldQlCnqlKbmvv7nl5bBFZYATzGmppgY4C4xOrUQ3IjKunKf~HsrWPUEUiZLcARNbBmBHXsDWRdWo5qCL7nxWhwoAqO9j6n7jggbLQtWxocaPWn3tNLyfXtlPCxJSyJ9qCDLepgYQ9Ajq4ABQcUR9Hnk8Pd3OLuGy1thKS1~raINtWIx2zW-20QMWJd2gNd5wuZfTpCh8SBVGOCXe3teXxlOn5KYWLakplSnOe8UUxLOUTjCE-FaZ8x2TBLCTGyams2EIBdvfL31yLz7dAehjbZgY05u169OICgFLQ__&Key-Pair-Id=K27MGQSHTHAGGF
The data comes from the NASDPTS annual survey, which is managed by the Indiana Department of Education for the state of Indiana. This year, data collection took place on April 23, with 4,910 bus drivers participating.
“When a school bus’s red lights are flashing and the stop-arm is extended, drivers must slow down and come to a complete stop,” said [Local Official]. “This is not a suggestion — it’s the law. School bus riders and their caretakers are relying on drivers to follow the law to keep them safe.”	Comment by Burbrink, Jacob [2]: Before filling in the names of the organization and organization spokesperson, you must contact them for permission to use their names in this news release. Also, you must get their approval for the language of their quotations, and any changes or additions they may require. Only after this is done should you issue the news release. 
Respect the “Danger Zone”
The school bus loading and unloading area is called the “Danger Zone.” Specifically, this is any side of the bus where the bus driver can’t see the child and, therefore, the child is in the most danger. These areas include:
· 10 feet in front of the bus, where the driver may be sitting too high to see a child
· 10 feet on either side of the bus, where a child may be in the driver’s blind spots
· Behind the school bus
For more information about school bus stop safety, please visit https://www.nhtsa.gov/road-safety/school-bus-safety#the-topic-bus-stop-safety.  
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