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INTRODUCTION 
In 2017, the Indiana Criminal Justice Institute (ICJI), with the assistance of Glengariff Group, Inc., 
conducted its second Indiana Crime Victimization Survey (ICVS).  The survey was modeled after the 
National Crime Victimization Survey (NCVS) conducted by the U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of 
Justice Statistics.1  The ICVS seeks to obtain comprehensive information on crime and victimization in 
Indiana, because currently, there is no statewide standard for collecting and measuring crime and 
victimization.  For example, Indiana often relies on the FBI’s Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Program.  
Unfortunately, Indiana does not mandate its law enforcement agencies to participate in the UCR Program.  
Further, UCR only collects information on reports made to police and arrests made by police.  ICVS 
provides an additional measure for crimes and victimization in Indiana. 

 
METHODOLOGY 
ICJI commissioned the Glengariff Group, Inc. (Glengariff) to administer the Indiana Crime 
Victimization Survey to 2,500 adult Indiana residents, ages 18 and older.  The instrument was 
designed to obtain respondent data on criminal victimization and victim demographics that would 
generalize to Indiana’s total population.  Proportionate stratified random sampling is a survey 
sampling methodology used to ensure that the sample population is representative of the entire 
population; post-stratification weighting is, therefore, not required.  Please see Appendix A for a 
comparison of the survey sample demographics to Indiana census estimates.  Glengariff used 
random-digit dialing to contact participants.  An interview was considered complete if the 
respondent completed the entire survey instrument.  The survey sample was stratified by gender, 
age, and ethnicity (Hispanic/Latino) according to 2013 United States Census estimates.2    Indiana 
counties were stratified into seven geographical regions (see Figure 1).  The number of respondents 
required to complete the survey in each county was determined by the county’s percentage of 
Indiana’s total population.  Glengariff reported that survey results have a margin of error of +/-
1.96% with a 95% level of confidence.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                            
1 United States Bureau of Justice Statistics. (n.d.). National crime victimization survey. Accessed at 
https://www.bjs.gov/index.cfm?ty=dcdetail&iid=245 
2 United States Census Bureau. (n.d.). 2011-2013 3-Year American Community Survey data.  Accessed at 
https://factfinder.census.gov 
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Figure 1. Geographic Regions 

 
 
 

Participants were asked if they, and in some cases if a member of their household, were a victim 
of 17 different crimes during 2016.  The survey sought out prevalence level data only.  
Respondents were asked if they experienced at least one victimization for the 17 different crimes 
in 2016.  Crimes included property crime (burglary, three motor vehicle theft crimes, property 
theft, and vandalism), violent crime (rape, substance-induced rape, other sexual assault, domestic 
violence, physical assault, aggravated physical assault, and robbery), stalking and intimidation, 
and identity theft (credit card, other financial account, and personal information).  Respondents 
who experienced at least one victimization were asked follow-up questions, including if they 
notified the police after at least one incident and their relationship to the offender(s) during at 
least one of the incidents. 
 
This report summarizes the following findings for Indiana residents:  

 Demographic characteristics of violent crime by four types of crime, including assault, 
threat or attack involving a weapon, robbery, and stalking and intimidation; 
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 Relationship of victim to the perpetrator of at least one violent crime; and,  
 Reports of at least one crime to law enforcement. 

 
ASSAULT 
As part of the 2016 Indiana Crime Victimization Survey, respondents were asked several 
questions regarding being a victim of assault.  To determine whether a respondent was an assault 
victim in 2016, they were asked the following: 
 

 “During 2016, did anyone other than a spouse, partner or significant other attack you with 
physical force such as punching, slapping, grabbing or strangling?  This does not include 
any assaults that occurred during other crimes such as rape, sexual assault, or robbery.” 

 
Of the 2,500 survey respondents, 28 answered “yes” to the above question.  A little over half of 
respondents who experienced at least one assault were male (57.1 percent) and a little less than 
half of respondents were female (42.8 percent).  Three-fourths of assault victims were White 
(75.0 percent) and 46.4 percent resided in the Central or Northeast Regions (see Figure 1).  The 
majority (53.5 percent) of assault victims were ages 25-34.  An overwhelming majority (92.8 
percent) of assault victims had resided in Indiana for at least 10 years.  Half of assault (50.0 
percent) victims had a high school diploma/GED or less. 
 
About one in three (32.1 percent) assault victims in 2016 reported to the police at least one 
occurrence of being assaulted.  The 67.9 percent of victims that did not report at least one assault 
to the police cited the following reasons (respondents could select more than one option): 
 

 Believed it was a private or personal matter and police didn’t need to be involved (8) 
 Felt the offense was minor or not important (6) 
 Believed the police would not be able to do anything or would be inefficient (5) 
 Did not want to get the offender in trouble (4) 
 Feared the offender or others (2) 
 One person said they did not like cops 
 One person said they didn’t know why they didn’t report the incident 

 
More than half (67.9 percent) of assault victims knew their attacker or had seen their attacker 
before during at least one occurrence.  Figure 2 shows the relationship between the victim and 
offender.   
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THREAT or ATTACK INVOLVING WEAPON 
As part of the 2016 Indiana Crime Victimization Survey, respondents were asked several 
questions regarding being a victim of a threat or attack with a weapon.  To determine whether a 
respondent was a victim of at least one threat or attack involving a weapon in 2016, they were 
asked the following: 
 

 “During 2016, did anyone other than a spouse, partner or significant other threaten or 
attack you with a weapon such as a gun or knife, or an object such as a bottle, baseball 
bat, rock or something else? This does not include any threats or attacks that occurred 
during other crimes such as rape, sexual assault, or robbery.” 
 

Of the 2,500 survey respondents, 32 answered “yes” to the above question. Those who 
experienced at least one threat/attack crime were more often male (65.6 percent) than female 
(34.5 percent).  Nearly three-fourths of threat/attack victims were White (71.9 percent) and 56.2 
percent resided in the Central or Northeast Regions (see Figure 1).  The majority (53.1 percent) 
of threat/attack victims fell within two age categories, 25-34 (34.4 percent) and 45-54 (18.7 
percent).  All of threat/attack victims had resided in Indiana for at least 10 or more years.  The 
majority of threat/attack victims (53.1 percent) had some college education or less.  
 
 A little over half (53.1 percent) of respondents who indicated at least one threat/attack in 2016 
reported being victimized to the police.  The 46.8 percent of victims that did not report at least 
one threat/attack to the police cited the following reasons (respondents could select more than 
one option): 
 

 Felt the offense was minor or not important (5) 
 Believed it was a private or personal matter and police didn’t need to be involved (3) 
 Did not want to get the offender in trouble (3) 
 Feared the offender or others (2) 
 Believed the police would not be able to do anything or would be inefficient (1) 
 Did not know the incident was a crime (1) 
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Figure 2. Relationship of Victim to Offender - Assault
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 Don’t know (1)  
 One respondent reported, “I’m scared of the police.” 
 One respondents indicated, “Someone came at my husband with a steel rod, but I took 

care of it with self-defense training.” 
 
More than half of respondents (62.5 percent) knew their attacker or had seen their attacker before 
during at least one threat/attack.  Figure 3 shows the relationship between the victim and 
offender. 

 
 
 
ROBBERY 
The crime of robbery, which occurs when a person knowingly or intentionally takes property 
from another person or from the presence of another person 1) by using or threatening the use of 
force on any person; or 2) by putting any person in fear (IC 35-42-5-1), was included on the 
2016 Indiana Crime Victimization Survey. 
 
For the purposes of the survey, respondents were asked the following: 
 

 “During 2016, did anyone take or attempt to take property or cash directly from you that 
you were carrying such as a purse, wallet, keys, or cell phone by using force or the threat 
of force, with or without a weapon and with or without injury?” 
 

Less than 1 percent of the 2,500 respondents answered “yes” to being a victim of a robbery in 
2016.  More robbery victims were female (56.5 percent) compared with male (43.5 percent).  
The majority of robbery victims (65.2 percent) were between the ages of 25-34 (39.1 percent) 
and 45-54 (26.1 percent). A majority (60.9 percent) of robbery victims described their highest 
education level as either high school diploma/GED (26.1 percent) or a college degree (34.8 
percent). Over 50 percent of victims indicated that their annual income was $29,999 or less.  
Over 95 percent of respondents stated they have resided in Indiana for at least 10 years, and 39.1 
percent have lived in their current residence for the past 10 years.  Over half (56.5 percent) of 
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robbery victims resided in the Central and West Central regions of Indiana (Figure 1). Nearly all 
robbery victims were White (78.3 percent). 
 
Of those who experienced at least one robbery in 2016, only 43.5 percent reported the crime or 
the crime was reported by someone else to the police.  Respondents who did not contact the 
police selected the following reason(s; they could choose more than one): 
 

 Believed the police would not be able to do anything or would be inefficient (5) 
 Did not know the incident the incident was a crime (4) 
 Feared the offender or others (3) 
 Did not want to get the offender in trouble (1) 
 Felt the offense was minor or not important (1) 
 Believed it was a private or personal matter and police didn’t need to get involved (1) 
 One respondent indicated, “I’m scared of the police.” 

 
The majority of respondents (56.5 percent) who experienced at least one robbery indicated that 
they knew the offender.  Of those respondents who knew the offender, one in five (21.7 percent) 
described their relationship to the offender as a friend or roommate, about one in ten (13.0 
percent) was a past or current spouse or significant other, and 4.3 percent were family members 
such as a parent, child, brother or sister. Only about 9 percent of offenders were reported to be 
casual acquaintances. 

 
 

STALKING/INTIMIDATION 
The ICVS measured the prevalence of stalking by asking a series of questions about different 
types of behaviors that can cause fear and intimidation in individuals. Respondents were asked: 
 
“During 2016, has anyone caused you to feel terrorized, frightened, intimidated or threatened on 
at least two separate occasions by exhibiting any one or more of the following behaviors?”  For 
the purposes of this report, experiencing intimidation and/or stalking on two separate occasion 
will be referred to as a stalking/intimidation episode. 
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Slightly over 8 percent of the survey respondents experienced at least one episode of 
stalking/intimidation during 2016.  Respondents experienced 498 episodes of intimidation in 
2016. Those who indicated experiencing intimidation during 2016 on average reported 2.45 
episodes in 2016.  

 
* 0.8 percent of respondents experienced fear, intimidation or threats in other forms. Other forms 
of intimidation were “Someone gave me a computer virus”, “The neighbor’s screaming and 
yelling at me when I go by,” “They threatened to take my children,” and “They took money from 
me.” 

 
Stalking victims were asked about the frequency of the unwanted behaviors, with 9.8 percent 
experiencing stalking episodes at least daily or on an almost daily basis. Nearly 15 percent 
encountered stalking episodes once or twice per week.  Just over 17 percent experienced a 
stalking episode one or two times a month, nearly 24 percent experienced a stalking episode once 
or twice during the year, and nearly 34 percent indicated they did not know the frequency or that 
there was no set pattern.  

 
Victims of stalking reported 27.6 percent of stalking episodes to law enforcement.  Among the 
72.4 percent that did not report the crime to police, the most cited reasons for not reporting 
included:  believe the police would not be able to help or be inefficient (19.4 percent), felt the 
offence was minor (27.3 percent) or believed it was a private or personal matter (30.1 percent).  
Other reasons included the victim did not want to get the offender in trouble (6.9 percent), feared 
the offender or others (3.7 percent), did not know the incident was a crime (6.5 percent), did not 
find out about it right away (4.2 percent), and other (1.9 percent). 

 
A total of 63.8 percent of stalking victims knew the offender.  Most offenders were either a 
current or former spouse or significant other (23.1 percent), a person well known to the victim, 
but not a family member (13.6 percent) or a casual acquaintance (14.6 percent).   There were 
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three known offenders that did not fit into any of these three categories (former boss, neighbor, 
and the biological family of an adopted daughter); these offenders were placed in the casual 
acquaintance category. Just over 36 percent of the offenders were strangers or unknown to the 
victim. 

 
The gender of respondents who reported stalking were nearly equally split, with 52.7 percent of 
respondents being female and 47.3 percent of respondents being male.  The majority of stalking 
victims (79.8 percent) were White, nearly 7 percent were Pacific Islander, and 7 percent were 
African American/Black.  The age group that indicated the most stalking/intimidation 
occurrences was 25-34 (30.5 percent).  Older people ages 65 and older indicated the least amount 
of stalking at 7.4 percent; one in ten (10.8 percent) stalking victims were between 18 and 24.   
Stalking victims from 55 to 64 comprised 17.7 percent of all those who endorsed stalking 
victimization.  Respondents between ages 35 and 44 made up 31.6 percent of stalking victims.  
Almost half (45.8 percent) of stalking/intimidation victims had some college or a college degree. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spouse or 
Significant 

Other
23.1%

Family 
Member

7.5%
Well Known, 
Not Family

13.6%Acquaintance
14.6%

Seen Around
5.0%

Stranger or 
Unknown

36.2%

Figure 6. Relationship of Victim to Offender - Stalking



9 
 

     Appendix A: Survey Sample and Indiana Census Estimates Comparisons 

Demographic Characteristics 
Percent of Respondents 

ICVS 
Sample 

Indiana (2013 Census 
Estimates)+ 

Gender   
    Male 49.3 49.2 
    Female 50.7 50.8 
Age#   
    18-24 5.9 13.4 
    25-34 19.9 16.9 
    35-44 19.8 16.7 
    45-54 20.6 18.6 
    55-64 19.8 16.5 
    65 and older 13.0 17.9 
    Unknown/Refused 1.0 n/a 
Race   
    African American/Black 9.3 9.1 
    American Indian/Alaska Native 1.1 0.2 
    Asian 0.9 1.7 
    Caucasian/White 79.8 84.3 
    Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander 0.1 0.03 
    Two or More Races 2.6 2.2 
    Other Race 0.1 2.4 
    Unknown/Refused 2.8 n/a 
Ethnicity   
    Hispanic 5.6 6.3 
    Non-Hispanic 93.4 93.7 
    Unknown/Refused 1.0 n/a 
Education Level*   
    Less than a high school diploma 5.3 12.5 
    High school/GED graduate 25.1 35.0 
    Some college 19.4 20.9 
    Technical/vocation school or certificate 3.6 n/a 
    Associate degree 8.1 8.1 
    College graduate 28.2 15.0 
    Post graduate degree/work 8.7 8.5 
    Unknown/Refused 1.5 n/a 
Household Income^   
    Less than $10,000 3.7 7.7 
    $10,000-$29,999 12.9 23.1 
    $30,000-$49,999 15.6 21.2 
    $50,000-$74,999 17.9 19.3 
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Demographic Characteristics 
Percent of Respondents 

ICVS 
Sample 

Indiana (2013 Census 
Estimates)+ 

    $75,000-$99,999 11.6 12.3 
    $100,000 or more 15.6 16.4 
    Unknown/Refused 22.7 n/a 

     +Based on the 2013 United States Census estimates3   
     #Census age estimates add up to 4,950,486 
    *US Census Bureau estimates are only for population 25 years and older (n=4,287,171) 
    ^US Census Bureau estimates represent number of households (n=2,482,558) not respondents 
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3 United States Census Bureau. (n.d.). 2011-2013 3-Year American Community Survey data.  Accessed at 
https://factfinder.census.gov 

 


