
Ligonier Common Council Meeting 
Monday, October 13, 2014 – Ligonier City Hall 
301 South Cavin Street – Ligonier, IN – 7:00 pm 

 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 
 
Call to order by Mayor Fisel 
 
Roll Call 
Present: Council Members Chris Fought, Becky Gray, and Julia Bell 
Mayor Patty Fisel, City Attorney Steve Hagen, and Clerk Treasurer Barb Hawn 
Absent: Council President Ken Schuman and Council Member Kelly Ware 
 
Minutes from previous meeting of September 22, 2014 
 Motion to approve: Julia Bell    Second:  Becky Gray  Vote: All Ayes 
 
Recognition of Martin McDonald 
Martin McDonald retired after 41 years of service to the City as a volunteer firefighter. Public Safety Director/Police 
Chief Bryan Shearer honored Martin for his dedication and commitment, noting highlights of his accomplishments with 
the fire department.  
 
Recognition of Everett Newman 
Everett Newman recently retired after 30 years with the Noble County Prosecutor’s Office. Public Safety Director/Police 
Chief Bryan Shearer honored Everett for his assistance to the police officers and being a voice for the county. 
 
Mayor Fisel announced that she had an open appointment to the Noble County Visitor’s Bureau. Everett Newman has 
accepted her nomination to be the city’s representative to the board. 
 
Citizens Comments 
Name & Address: Georgia Elijah, 401 South Main Street 
Georgia made a request that the parking on the south side of the fire station (on Fourth Street) be changed from angled 
parking to parallel parking. She lives on the opposite side of the street and because she has no off street parking, she 
parks her car on the street beside her home. Her car has been hit in the past because of the way people pull out from 
the angle parking. Discussion led to the following: 
 

Motion to change the ordinance to change the on Fourth Street between Station Street and Main Street to 
parallel parking instead of angle parking: Julia Bell 
Second: Becky Gray   Vote: All Ayes 

 
Unfinished Business 
Ordinance 857-2014 (2015 Budget) 
Ordinance 857-2014 passed on the first reading at the meeting of September 22, 2 014. 
 
 Motion to pass ordinance 857-2014 on the second reading: Julia Bell 
 Second: Becky Gray   Vote: All Ayes 
 
 Motion to pass ordinance 857-2014 on the third and final reading: Julia Bell 
 Second: Becky Gray   Vote: All Ayes 
 
 
 
 
 



New Business 
Ordinance 850-2014 (Sewage Rates) 
Ordinance 850-2014 was introduced as a first reading. The public hearing for the rates will be prior to the next council 
meeting on October 27 at 7:00 pm. Mayor Fisel explained that the rates are necessary due to an unfunded mandated 
project for the sewage works. City Attorney Steve Hagen explained that the city agreed in litigation to do the projects. 
The Redevelopment Commission has pledged TIF funds to buy down the cost of the project and keep the rates as low as 
possible for the residents. 
 
 Motion to pass ordinance 850-2014 on the first reading: Julia Bell 
 Second: Becky Gray   Vote: Bell – Aye, Gray – Aye, Fought - Nay 
 
Ordinance 858-2014 (Requiring Number of Buildings in the City) 
Ordinance 858-2014 addresses the need for house numbers and sets a fine if residents do not comply. Numbering is 
necessary for fire, ambulance, police, and city utility workers to identify the proper location of a building. 
 
 Motion to pass ordinance 858-2014 on the first reading: Chris Fought 
 Second: Julia Bell   Vote: All Ayes 
 
Claim Registers – APV # 43499-43684 
 Motion to approve: Julia Bell  Second:  Chris Fought  Vote: All Ayes    
  
Comments by Members of Council and Administration 
 
Street Superintendent Mike Burdette 
 The building has been painted and looks good. Waiting on the façade and roof projects to begin 
 Leaf pick up has started and will run through the first week of December 
 Rick Johnson, part time street department employee has announced his retirement effective December 1, 2014 

 
Public Safety Director/Police Chief Bryan Shearer 
 The 12th annual Public Safety day at Fashion Farm was successful again this year. Kid ID cards were again offered 

along with demonstrations from police and fire department personnel. 
 
WWTP Superintendent Don Skinner 
 The catch basin under the viaduct was cleaned 
 Pulver Asphalt was award three projects for manholes and pipe repair 

 
City Engineer Rick Pharis 
 Bids for the wastewater projects came in Thursday. Recommendations for bid awards will be made at a special 

Board of Works meeting on Wednesday, October 15. 
 

Building Inspector Earle Franklin 
 There are currently four new homes being built in the city 
 Inspections brought on the house number ordinance as it is difficult to locate homes without numbers 
 The former Superior building demolition is under way 

 
Council Member Julia Bell 
 Julia inquired about the mural which is being redone. The brick was chipping away and it is being repainted on 

boards. The mural will depict the same story with a slightly different look. 
 

Clerk-Treasurer Barb Hawn 
 The September fund and bank reconciliation reports were included in the council packets. Julia Bell 

acknowledged receipt. 
 



Mayor Fisel’s Comments 
 The Redevelopment Commission will meet on Wednesday, October 15 at 9:00 am 
 A special Board of Works meeting for tentative bid awards will be held Wednesday, October 15 at 1:30 pm 
 IDEM notification of an air permit for Structural Composites was received 
 Thanks to the citizens for their cooperation with the demolition of the former Superior building. Comments have 

been made that we are losing our downtown with all of the demolition. The Mayor made the assurance that we 
will not tear down historic buildings unless it is necessary. There are a lot of memories from the past. Our 
present is making new memories for the future. 

 
Adjournment 
 Motion to adjourn: Chris Fought  Second: Julia Bell 
 


