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Helping Children as Community Responds to COVID-19
MARCH 13, 2020
As school districts around Indiana are closing to protect the public and slow the
spread of the novel coronavirus that causes COVID-19, our thoughts turn to the
children who rely on school meals, who may be home alone while parents
continue to work, or whose parents may be unable to work and earn a paycheck
to cover basic family needs.
“It’s important we all follow the guidance of our Governor and health officials to
try to stay healthy and reduce the spread of this disease. At the same time, we
need to be looking out for our neighbors in need, especially vulnerable children
and families,” said Rep. Dale DeVon, Chairman of the Commission on
Improving the Status of Children in Indiana.
Fortunately, local school districts and the Indiana Department of Education are
working together to make food available to students. Many districts are setting up
“grab and go” food distribution locations, where families can pick up school
breakfasts and lunches without having large numbers of people gathered
together. Families should contact their local school district to find out whether
and where food is being distributed in their area.
Some food banks are also shifting to “drive-through” food distribution to
continue meeting the needs of struggling families while avoiding large group
gatherings. Hoosiers needing food assistance can find a list of Indiana food banks
by visiting the Feeding America website or by calling 211.
Families facing additional economic hardships can also call 211 to learn about
assistance that may be available to them.
Hoosiers who are fortunate to have sufficient resources may support their
neighbors by donating to food pantries and other local social service
organizations. Call 211 or your local United Way to learn which community
organizations support families in time of need and what types of donations would
be most useful at this moment in time.
For health information related to the virus, visit the Indiana State Department of
Health’s COVID-19 website.
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