
Data Notes

COMPLETION

% of students who complete college on time: 

Represents students who completed, within 100% time, (4 years for a bachelor’s, 2 years for a long-term cer-
tificate or associate) a degree at the same level initially sought at the same college/university system at which 
they initially enrolled. Cohorts include students enrolling as first-time degree-seeking students in the fall semes-
ter who were enrolled full-time (12 or more credit hours) as of the institution census date. Institution-specific 
completion rates include data for the most recent cohort available: fall 2011 cohort for four-year colleges and 
fall 2013 cohort for two-year colleges. Indiana statewide rates as well as national comparison rates include data 
for 2013 completers beginning their studies at two-year public and four-year public and private colleges.

Data for individual Indiana public institutions were sourced from the Indiana Commission for Higher Education Data Submission System 
(CHEDSS). For more info,  For more information, see CHE’s 2016 Completion Report: http://in.gov/che/3032.htm.

Indiana statewide rates and national comparison rates were sourced from the National Cewnter for Education Statistics’ Integrated Post-
secondary Education System (IPEDS) via The Chronicle of Higher Education’s College Completion data tool (http://collegecompletion.
chronicle.com/about#download); Rates represent combined estimates of published 2-year public and 4-year public and private graduation rates.

% of students who complete college extended time:

Represents students who completed, within 6 years, any degree at any public institution in Indiana, or at a 
private or for-profit college/university in Indiana or elsewhere in the United States, provided the college or 
university participates in the National Student Clearinghouse. Cohorts include students enrolling as first-time 
degree-seeking students in the fall semester who were enrolled full-time (12 or more credit hours) as of insti-
tution census date. Data for the fall 2009 cohort are displayed. Both Indiana statewide rates as well as national 
comparison rates include data for two-year public and four-year public and private colleges.

Data for individual Indiana public institutions were sourced from the Indiana Commission for Higher Education Data  
Submission System (CHEDSS) and the National Student Clearinghouse (NSC). For more information, see CHE’s 2016 Completion Report: 
http://in.gov/che/3032.htm.

Indiana statewide comparison data were sourced from CHEDSS and A National View of Student Attainment Rates Fall 2009 Cohort, Na-
tional Student Clearinghouse: https://nscresearchcenter.org/signaturereport10/; Rate represents a combined estimate of published 2-year 
public and 4-year public and private graduation rates.

National comparison data sourced from A National View of Student Attainment Rates Fall 2009 Cohort, National Student Clearinghouse: 
https://nscresearchcenter.org/signaturereport10/; Rate represents a combined estimate of published 2-year public and 4-year public and 
private completion rates.
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SPECIAL NOTES
Whenever possible, statewide statistics in the Indiana College Value Index include data for four-year private col-
leges as well as public (two-year and four-year) colleges to provide a more comprehensive picture. Data for four-
year private, non-profit colleges could not be incorporated into all of the Indiana College Value Index statewide 
measures. The following icons are used throughout the data notes to indicate which sectors are included in state-
wide totals for each measure:

While data for four-year private colleges and public (two-year and four-year) colleges were incorporated whenever 
possible, data for all institutions were sometimes not available. Thus, statewide estimates do not always include 
data for all institutions. For example, statewide statistics from the Gallup-Indiana Survey only include alumni who 
received degrees from thirteen Indiana institutions. Refer to pages p. 6-p. 8 of the Data Notes for specific infor-
mation about Gallup’s survey methodology as well as detailed descriptions of alumni samples for each institution. 
Because Purdue University-West Lafayette participated in a different Gallup survey (Gallup-Purdue Index Survey) 
than the other institutions (Gallup-Indiana Survey), Gallup survey results for Purdue University-West Lafayette 
are not included in statewide totals.

Public: Private:
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COMPETENCY

% of graduates who demonstrate mastery of core competencies: 

Represents share of graduates who have demonstrated, upon graduation, they have mastered the learning out-
comes associated with their area of study.

Data for this metric are not yet available.

% of alumni who say that their college prepared them well for life outside of college: 

Represents share of students surveyed through Gallup-Indiana Survey reporting that their college prepared 
them well for life outside of college.

“?” indicates that the institution did not participate in the Gallup-Indiana survey. “N/A” indicates that the data are not available because a 
comparable cohort (e.g. All Alumni) was not surveyed.

Data for all institutions except Purdue West-Lafayette were sourced from the Gallup-Indiana Survey. Data for Purdue West-Lafayette were 
sourced from the Gallup-Purdue Index Survey. Indiana statewide estimates were calculated based on student survey responses on the 
Gallup-Indiana Survey (Purdue West Lafayette data are not included in statewide totals). “Recent Alumni” cohort represent a weighted 
average of institution-specific 10 year cohort statistics for institutions surveyed through the Gallup-Indiana Survey. Data for the “All Alumni” 
cohort represent statistics reported on the 2016 Statewide Aggregate Results Report, which can be found here: http://in.gov/che/files/
GPI_Scorecard_All_Schools_Aggregate_FINAL.pptx.pdf. Data for both public and private Indiana colleges are included in statewide to-
tals. See Table 1 for more information on the range of graduating cohorts sampled for each institution.

Measures learning gains of all students/Offers competency-based programs?: 

Y/N flags indicating whether (1) the institution has a campus-wide assessment of learning outcomes and (2) 
provides a competency-based program on campus.

Data were sourced from a special data submission by Indiana public colleges and universities, August 2016.
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% of alumni who say they received high levels of support while attending college:

Represents the share of students surveyed through the Gallup survey reporting that they received all three 
support experiences (had a professor that cared about them as a person, at least one professor that made them 
excited about learning, and a mentor who encouraged them to pursue their goals and dreams). 

“?” indicates that the institution did not participate in the Gallup-Indiana Survey. “N/A” indicates that the data are not available because a 
comparable cohort (e.g. All Alumni) was not surveyed.

Data were sourced from the Gallup-Indiana Survey: Indiana statewide estimates for the “Recent Alumni” cohort repre-
sent a weighted average of institution-specific 10 year cohort statistics. Data for the “All Alumni” cohort represent statistics  
reported on the 2016 Statewide Aggregate Results Report, which can be found here: http://in.gov/che/files/GPI_Scorecard_All_Schools_
Aggregate_FINAL.pptx.pdf. Data for both public and private Indiana colleges are included in statewide totals. See Table 1 for more infor-
mation on the range of graduating cohorts sampled for each institution.

Provides proactive advising to support majority of students/Provides transition  
support to majority of entering students: 

Y/N flag indicating whether institution provides each of the support services to the majority (>=51%) of their students.

Data were sourced from a special data submission by Indiana public colleges and universities, August 2016.

Support in college (Indiana vs. The Nation): 

Represents the share of students surveyed through the Gallup-Indiana survey reporting that they received all 
three support experiences (reported that they had a professor that cared about them as a person, at least one 
professor that made them excited about learning, and a mentor who encouraged them to pursue their goals 
and dreams). Data are displayed for the “All Alumni” cohort. US comparison rates represent “Gallup-Purdue 
Index (GPI) National” statistics reported on the 2016 Statewide Aggregate Results Report.



CAREER
% of majors that earn above the state median salary: 

Represents share of program majors (six digit CIP code) with graduates earning a median wage that is above the 
state median wage ($32,500 in 2015). Two-year college statistics include graduates of associate degree programs 
and four-year college statistics include graduates of bachelor’s degree programs. Programs with fewer than 10 
students were excluded. All data are limited to Indiana resident graduates from Indiana public colleges. 

Graduate cohort data were sourced from the Commission for Higher Education Data Submission System (CHEDSS). The “After 1 
Year” cohort represent students who graduated from an Indiana public college between 2011 and 2013. The “After 10 Years” cohort 
represent students who graduated between 2002 and 2004. A student is counted only once between 2002 and 2013 in the latest 
year and institution at which the student completed a credential. If a student earned more than one degree in a given measured 
period, the student is counted at the highest degree level. For more info, see CHE’s 2016 ROI Report: http://in.gov/che/3019.htm. 

Annual median salary data were sourced from the Indiana Workforce Intelligence System (IWIS). Wages are annualized after 2 quar-
ters of wages. Year 1 is based on 2-5 quarters of wages and Year 10 is based on 38-41 quarters of wages. Graduates with an annualized 
wage below $13,195 are excluded from employment and wage calculations. The $13,195 threshold is based on the part-time minimum 
wage at $7.25/hour *  35 hours/week * 52 weeks/year. For more info, see CHE’s 2016 ROI Report: http://in.gov/che/3019.htm.

The $32,500 Indiana state median wage estimate was sourced from the May 2015 Occupational Employment Statistics Survey, Bureau 
of Labor Statistics. The estimate represents the May 2015 Occupational Employment Statistics (OES) survey estimate for the medi-
an wage at the time that CHE’s 2016 Return on Investment report was released (January 2016). OES wage estimates from previous 
panels are periodically updated to reflect wages of the current panel. Thus, $32,500 may not necessarily match the current published 
Indiana median wage for all occupations in the state of Indiana.

% of employed who say that they are fulfilled in their current work: 

Represents share of employed students surveyed through Gallup-Indiana Survey reporting that they are fulfilled 
in their current work.

“?” indicates that the institution did not participate in the Gallup-Indiana Survey. “N/A” indicates that the data are not available 
because a comparable cohort (e.g. All Alumni) was not surveyed.

Data for all institutions except Purdue West-Lafayette were sourced from the Gallup-Indiana Survey. Data for Purdue West-La-
fayette were sourced from the Gallup-Purdue Index Survey. Indiana statewide estimates were calculated based on student survey 
responses on the Gallup-Indiana Survey (Purdue West Lafayette data are not included in statewide totals). “Recent Alumni” cohort 
represent a weighted average of institution-specific 10 year cohort statistics for institutions surveyed through the Gallup-Indiana 
Survey. Data for the “All Alumni” cohort represent statistics reported on the 2016 Statewide Aggregate Results Report. Data for 
both public and private Indiana colleges are included in statewide totals. See Table 1 for more information on the range of graduat-
ing cohorts sampled for each institution.

Helped the majority of students find their first job after graduation: 

Y/N flag indicating whether the majority (>=51%) of students surveyed through the Gallup-Indiana Survey re-
ported that the institution helped find them their first job after graduation. 

“?” indicates that the institution did not participate in the Gallup-Indiana survey. “N/A” indicates that an estimate for Purdue-West 
Lafayette is not available because a comparable question was not included in the Gallup-Purdue Index survey.

Data were sourced from the Gallup-Indiana Survey. Data reported represent the responses from the “All Alumni” cohort.
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Meaningful project/Prepared for life (Indiana vs. The Nation): 

Represents share of students surveyed through the Gallup-Indiana survey reporting that they (1) worked on a 
project that took a semester or more to complete/(2) were prepared for life outside of college. Data are displayed 
for the “All Alumni” cohort. US comparison rates represent “GPI National” statistics reported on the 2016 State-
wide Aggregate Results Report.
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Require students to gain workplace experience: 

Y/N flag indicating whether the institution requires the majority (>=51%) of students to gain workplace experi-
ence before graduation.

Data were sourced from a special data submission by Indiana public colleges and universities, August 2016.

Internship or other workplace experience/Engaged in fulfilling work  
(Indiana vs. The Nation):

Represents share of students surveyed through Gallup-Indiana Survey reporting that (1) they had an internship 
or job that allowed them to apply what they learned inside the classroom/(2) they are fulfilled in their current 
work (responded yes to all three work fulfillment experiences). Data are displayed for the “All Alumni” cohort. US 
comparison rates represent “GPI National” statistics reported on the 2016 Statewide Aggregate Results Report.

INVESTMENT and RETURN
Annual cost of college BEFORE financial aid:

Represents the total annual cost of attendance for in-state, full-time, first-time undergraduate degree-seeking 
students. Total price is based on students living on campus (for institutions with on-campus housing) or stu-
dents living off campus not with parents. Data for the 2012-2013 academic year are displayed.

Annual cost data were sourced from the Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS). Statewide statistics were ob-
tained by weighting institution-specific total price and average net price statistics by the IPEDS financial aid cohort sizes and only 
include data for two-year and four-year public institutions.

Annual cost of college AFTER financial aid: 

Represents the total annual cost of attendance after financial aid (aid that students do not need to pay back) 
for in-state, full-time, first-time undergraduate degree-seeking students. This statistic is often referred to as 
average net price. Data for the 2012-2013 academic year are displayed.

Annual cost data were sourced from the Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS). Statewide statistics were ob-
tained by weighting institution-specific total price and average net price statistics by the IPEDS financial aid cohort sizes and only 
include data for two-year and four-year public institutions.

Average debt upon graduation (for students with debt):

Represents the total amount of debt amassed by graduates with debt divided by the total number of gradu-
ates with debt. Data include Indiana resident graduates from an Indiana public college who graduated with an 
associate (two-year colleges) or bachelor’s (four-year colleges) degree in the 2012-2013 academic year. Indiana 
resident students who graduated in 2012-2013 but did not start as a full-time student are excluded from the 
calculations.

Debt data were sourced from a special data submission by Indiana public colleges, October 2015.

Percentage of students with debt at graduation:

Represents the total number of graduates with loan debt divided by the total number of graduates. Data in-
clude Indiana resident graduates from an Indiana public college who graduated with an associate (two-year 
colleges) or bachelor’s (four-year colleges) degree in the 2012-2013 academic year. Indiana resident students 
who graduated in 2012-2013 but did not start as a full-time student are excluded from the calculations.

Debt data were sourced from a special data submission by Indiana public colleges, October 2015.



Table 1: 2016 Gallup-Indiana Survey: Graduating Cohorts Surveyed by Institution

INSTITUTION ALL ALUMNI RECENT ALUMNI

Ball State University 1970-2014 2006-2014

IU East 1980-2015 2006-2015

IU Kokomo 1970-2015 2006-2015

IPFW 1960-2015 2006-2015

Ivy Tech Community College - 2010-2015

Purdue West Lafayette* 1975-2013 2010-2015

Vincennes University 1950-2015 2006-2015

Butler University 1950-2015 2006-2015

Calumet College of Saint Joseph 2000-2015 2006-2015

Grace College 1950-2015 2006-2015

Manchester University 1950-2015 2006-2015

Taylor University 1939-2015 2006-2015

Western Governor’s University - 2010-2015

*Sourced from Gallup-Purdue Index; All Alumni esimates based on results from 2014 GPI; Recent Alumni results based on 2015 GPI.

National comparison data for “Indiana vs. the Nation” represent estimates reported in “GPI National” columns 
in the 2016 Statewide Aggregate Results Report. These estimates were based on a custom comparison group 
of respondents on the national Gallup-Purdue Index survey with similar characteristics to the Indiana survey 
participants (participants graduating roughly between 1939-2015, graduates receiving degrees from Title IV 
degree-granting four-year public, private, for-profit or nonprofit institution in the United States as defined by 
the United States Department of Education, etc.). 
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Typical salaries of graduates:

Represents the median salary of Indiana resident graduates from an Indiana public college who obtained an 
associate (two-year colleges) or bachelor’s (four-year colleges) degree. 

Graduate cohort data were sourced from the Commission for Higher Education Data Submission System (CHEDSS). All cohorts 
represent Indiana resident students who graduated from an Indiana public college during a range for specified for each measured 
period: Year 1: graduated between 2011 and 2013, Year 5 graduated between 2007 and 2009, Year 10: graduated between 2002 and 
2004. A student is counted only once between 2002 and 2013 in the latest year and institution at which the student completed a 
credential. If a student earned more than one degree in a given measured period, the student is counted at the highest degree level.

Annual median salary data were sourced from the Indiana Workforce Intelligence System (IWIS). Wages are annualized after 2 
quarters of wages. Year 1 is based on 2-5 quarters of wages and Year 10 is based on 38-41 quarters of wages. Graduates with an 
annualized wage below $13,195 are excluded from employment and wage calculations. The $13,195 threshold is based on the part-
time minimum wage at $7.25/hour *  35 hours/week * 52 weeks/year.
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Gallup-Purdue Index

Results for the 2016 Gallup-Indiana study are based on Web surveys conducted Nov. 30, 2015-April 12, 2016, 
with a sample of 22,436 undergraduate degree alumni from All Participating IN Schools. The sample of alumni 
email addresses was provided by All Participating IN Schools. Alumni were included in the study if the institu-
tion had an email address on file. 

Results for the Gallup-Purdue Index, the national study used for comparison purposes, are based on Web 
surveys conducted Dec. 16, 2014-June 29, 2015, with a random sample of 30,151 respondents with a bachelor’s 
degree or higher, aged 18 and older, with Internet access, living in all 50 U.S. states and the District of Columbia. 

The Gallup-Purdue Index sample was recruited via the Gallup Daily tracking survey. The Gallup Daily tracking 
survey sample includes national adults with a minimum quota of 50% cellphone respondents and 50% landline 
respondents, with additional minimum quotas by time zone within region. Landline and cellular telephone num-
bers are selected using random-digit-dial methods. Landline respondents are chosen at random within each 
household on the basis of which member had the most recent birthday. Gallup Daily tracking respondents with 
a college degree, who agreed to future contact, were invited to take the Gallup-Purdue Index survey online. 

Gallup-Purdue Index interviews are conducted via the Web, in English only. Samples are weighted to correct for 
unequal selection probability and nonresponse. The data are weighted to match national demographics of gen-
der, age, race, Hispanic ethnicity, education and region. Demographic weighting targets are based on the most 
recent Current Population Survey figures for the aged 18 and older U.S. bachelor’s degree or higher population. 

All reported margins of sampling error for the Gallup-Purdue Index of all college graduates include the computed 
design effects for weighting.

•	 For results based on the total sample of those with a bachelor’s degree, the margin of sampling error is +/- 0.8 percentage point at the 
95% confidence level. 

•	 For results based on employee engagement of those with a bachelor’s degree, the margin of sampling error is +/- 1.1  percentage points 
at the 95% confidence level. 

•	 For results based on the sample of those with a bachelor’s degree from an institution in Indiana, the margin of sampling error is +/- 4.8 
percentage points at the 95% confidence level. 

•	 For results based on employee engagement of those with a bachelor’s degree from an institution in Indiana, the margin of sampling error 
is +/- 6.4 percentage points at the 95% confidence level. 

In addition to sampling error, question wording and practical difficulties in conducting surveys can introduce 
error or bias into the findings of public opinion polls.

Ball State University

Results for the Ball State University study are based on Web surveys conducted November 30 - December 28, 
2015 with a sample of 4,216 Ball State University undergraduate degree alumni who received their undergrad-
uate degrees from 1970-2014. The sample of alumni email addresses was provided by Ball State University. 
Alumni were included in the study if the institution had an email address on file.

Butler University

Results for the Ball State University study are based on Web surveys conducted November 30 - December 28, 
2015 with a sample of 4,216 Ball State University undergraduate degree alumni who received their undergrad-
uate degrees from 1970-2014. The sample of alumni email addresses was provided by Ball State University. 
Alumni were included in the study if the institution had an email address on file.
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Calumet College of St. Joseph

Results for the Calumet College of St. Joseph study are based on Web surveys conducted March 14 - April 
12, 2016 with a sample of 158 Calumet College of St. Joseph undergraduate degree alumni who received their  
undergraduate degrees from 2000-2015. The sample of alumni email addresses was provided by Calumet  
College of St. Joseph. Alumni were included in the study if the institution had an email address on file.

Grace College

Results for the Grace College and Theological Seminary study are based on Web surveys conducted January 
18 - February 16, 2016 with a sample of 1,135 Grace College and Theological Seminary undergraduate degree 
alumni who received their undergraduate degrees from 1950-2015. The sample of alumni email addresses was 
provided by Grace College and Theological Seminary. Alumni were included in the study if the institution had 
an email address on file.

Indiana University-Purdue University Fort Wayne (IPFW)

Results for the Indiana University-Purdue University Fort Wayne study are based on Web surveys conducted 
January 18 - February 16, 2016 with a sample of 1,293 Indiana University-Purdue University Fort Wayne under-
graduate degree alumni who received their undergraduate degrees from 1960-2015. The sample of alumni email 
addresses was provided by Indiana University-Purdue University Fort Wayne. Alumni were included in the study 
if the institution had an email address on file.

Indiana University East

Results for the Indiana University East study are based on Web surveys conducted February 1 - March 1, 2016 
with a sample of 292 Indiana University East undergraduate degree alumni who received their undergraduate 
degrees from 1980-2015. The sample of alumni email addresses was provided by Indiana University East. Alumni 
were included in the study if the institution had an email address on file.

Indiana University Kokomo

Results for the Indiana University Kokomo study are based on Web surveys conducted February 1 - March 1, 
2016 with a sample of 402 Indiana University Kokomo undergraduate degree alumni who received their under-
graduate degrees from 1970-2015. The sample of alumni email addresses was provided by Indiana University 
Kokomo. Alumni were included in the study if the institution had an email address on file.

Ivy Tech Community College

Results for the Ivy Tech Community College study are based on Web surveys conducted November 30 -  
December 28, 2015 with a sample of 809 Ivy Tech Community College associate degree alumni who received 
their associate degrees from 2000-2015. The sample of alumni email addresses was provided by Ivy Tech Com-
munity College. Alumni were included in the study if the institution had an email address on file.

Manchester University

Results for the Manchester University study are based on Web surveys conducted January 25 - February 23, 
2016 with a sample of 2,500 Manchester University undergraduate degree alumni who received their under-
graduate degrees from 1950-2015. The sample of alumni email addresses was provided by Manchester Univer-
sity. Alumni were included in the study if the institution had an email address on file.
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Marian University

Results for the Marian University study are based on Web surveys conducted March 14 - April 12, 2016 with a 
sample of 1,237 Marian University undergraduate degree alumni who received their undergraduate degrees 
from 1950-2015. The sample of alumni email addresses was provided by Marian University. Alumni were included 
in the study if the institution had an email address on file.

Purdue West Lafayette

Results for the Purdue West Lafayette study are based on Web surveys conducted June 25 - August 4, 2014 
with a sample of 19,819 Purdue West Lafayette undergraduate degree alumni. The sample of alumni email ad-
dresses was provided by Purdue West Lafayette. Alumni were included in the study if the institution had an 
email address on file.

Taylor University

Results for the Taylor University study are based on Web surveys conducted February 8 - March 8, 2016 with 
a sample of 4,260 Taylor University undergraduate degree alumni who received their undergraduate degrees 
from 1939-2015. The sample of alumni email addresses was provided by Taylor University. Alumni were included 
in the study if the institution had an email address on file.

Vincennes University

Results for the Vincennes University study are based on Web surveys conducted January 25 - February 23, 2016 
with a sample of 981 Vincennes University associate degree alumni who received their associate degrees from 
1950-2015. The sample of alumni email addresses was provided by Vincennes University. Alumni were included 
in the study if the institution had an email address on file.

WGU Indiana

Results for the Western Governors University Indiana study are based on Web surveys conducted February 1 – 
March 1, 2016 with a sample of 457 Western Governors University Indiana undergraduate degree alumni who re-
ceived their associate degrees from 2010-2016. The sample of alumni email addresses was provided by Western 
Governors University Indiana. Alumni were included in the study if the institution had an email address on file.

National Comparison

For the purposes of this report, data from All Participating IN Schools are compared with data collected 
from the national Gallup-Purdue Index study of college graduates. Some differences may exist between the  
national comparison points included in this report and national estimates that Gallup has previously released  
because this report focuses on graduates who received their undergraduate degrees from 1939-2015. Compar-
ison groups included in this scorecard are: 

•	 Gallup-Purdue Index National: Bachelor’s degree holders surveyed via the national Gallup- Purdue Index which includes those who par-
ticipated in the national study and reported they have a bachelor’s degree only from a Title IV degree-granting four-year public, private, 
for-profit or nonprofit institution in the U.S. as defined by the U.S. Department of Education 

•	 Indiana Universities: Bachelor’s degree holders surveyed via the national Gallup-Purdue Index who indicated that they obtained a 
bachelor’s degree from a university located in Indiana


