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Background Under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, $20-$28M in 

Workforce Investment Act (WIA) Adult and Dislocated Worker 
funds have been released to the Indiana Department of Workforce 
Development. While these funds have been used in other states to 
support staff additions at workforce centers, Indiana is directing that 
funding to those who are most in need.  

 
 The program will cover the unfunded cost of education after Federal 

and State financial assistance, and Expected Family Contribution, at 
a maximum award of $3,000 per year for each program year. 
Students are eligible for two years of funding. 

 
 Eligible Hoosiers must qualify as WIA Adult or WIA Dislocated 

Worker. These qualifications include: 
o Needs additional skills;  
o Low-income (family receives cash payments from public 

assistance programming, or family income at poverty level);  
o Unemployed or impending layoff 

 
 Nearly 29,000 Hoosiers have received a letter from the DWD. In 

order to access the program, they need to register through their Work 
One Center, which will track students through a case management 
system. It is estimated that about 9,000 students will ultimately 
receive additional financial assistance for education through this 
program.  

 
Supporting Documents 1) NEWS RELEASE: Indiana Provides up to $6,000 College 

Grants to Hoosier Students 
 2) Workforce Acceleration Grant Poster 
 3) Workforce Acceleration Grant Brochure 
 
 



 
NEWS RELEASE         For Immediate Release 
 

Indiana Provides up to $6,000 College Grants to Hoosier Students 
 
INDIANAPOLIS (July 30, 2009) – The Indiana Department of Workforce Development and Indiana 
Commission for Higher Education today announced a new program to help Hoosiers pay the tuition of a two-
year college program, books and fees. The program, called the Workforce Acceleration Grant, uses federal 
stimulus funds to pay up to $3,000 per year for a student’s expected family contribution, unfunded tuition 
costs, books and fees in an associates degree or vocational training program. 
 
“In the past many students would be faced with thousands of dollars in unpaid tuition bills, even after Pell, 
SSACI and other scholarships,” said Teresa Voors, Commissioner of the Indiana Department of Workforce 
Development.  “Governor Daniels insisted Indiana make the best possible use of these one-time funds and 
nothing compares to helping Hoosiers acquire the college education or training they need to excel in the 21st 
Century workplace.” 
 
Workforce Acceleration Grant recipients can pursue areas of study at more than 50 colleges and universities in 
Indiana that provide occupational training leading toward an associates degree or certificate program. General 
studies, liberal arts, baccalaureate and graduate programs are not covered.  A complete list of eligible schools 
can be found at www.IN.gov/dwd. 
 
“Economic realities have placed a strain on many Hoosiers in need of a college degree at a time when higher 
education has never been more essential to our personal and collective prosperity. The Workforce Acceleration 
Grant offers welcome relief just when many of these individuals need it the most,” said Teresa Lubbers, 
Indiana Commissioner for Higher Education.  
 
Workforce Acceleration Grants are open to Hoosiers, aged 18 or older, who have a legal right to work in the 
US, AND meet one of the two below criteria: 

 
• Low-Income participant: 

o Family receives federal, state, or local public assistance; or 
o Total family income at or below federal poverty level ($23,239 for family of four) 

 
• Unemployed Worker: 

o Unemployed through no fault of their own; or 
o Received notice of impending layoff; or 
o Spouse of dislocated worker (earning less than 50% of family income); or 
o Self-employed, but business closed as a result of economic conditions. 

 
Hoosiers interested in applying for a Workforce Acceleration Grant should visit their local WorkOne Center to 
determine their eligibility. Approximately 9,000 current students may qualify for a Workforce Acceleration 
Grant. Hoosiers can find their nearest WorkOne Center by visiting www.WorkOneWorks.com. 
 
The State will receive federal stimulus funds totaling approximately $31 million through the Workforce 
Investment Act (WIA) to provide the Workforce Acceleration Grants.  

 
EDITOR’S NOTE: Attached to this release is a brochure with additional detail about the program. 
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