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Thursday, March 12, 2009
I.
CALL TO ORDER
The Commission for Higher Education met in working session starting at 7:00 p.m. (ET) at IUPUI, University Place Hotel, Indiana Room, Indianapolis, Indiana, with Commissioner Stan Jones presiding.  Chair Jon Costas arrived to the meeting late and assumed the presiding role upon his arrival. The following Commission members were present: Dennis Bland, Carol D’Amico, Gary Lehman, Marilyn Moran-Townsend, George Rehnquist, Ken Sendelweck, Clayton Slaughter, Mike Smith, and Kathy Tobin.
Also in attendance were Dennis Smith, National Center for Higher Education Management Systems (NCHEMS), Patrick Kelly, NCHEMS, Derek Redelman, Indiana Chamber of Commerce, and Scott Jenkins, Education Policy Advisor, Office of Governor Mitch Daniels.
II.
DISCUSSION

A. Following dinner, Clayton Slaughter offered a review of the February 27 University Student Leadership Conference he moderated.  As the designated student advocate member of the Commission, organizing this annual conference is one of his responsibilities.  In his report, he provided information on conference participation by student’s from each of Indiana’s public universities.  He also shared some of the insights provided by students, including that they were more concerned with issues such as course articulation, course availability, and instruction quality than they were with tuition levels.  During the ensuing dialogue among those present, the point was raised that the students participating in this conference may be self-selected to be less tuition sensitive.         
B. Mr. Scott Jenkins informed the Commission that the Governor’s Office was interested in examining the design of fee remission program for Children of Disabled Veterans & Public Safety Officers (CVO) to address concerns that this aid was not flowing to college students with the greatest financial need, but was not ready to actively engage in pursing any legislative change to the program during the 2009 Session.   At the February 11 dinner meeting, Mr. Jeff Spalding had been tasked by the Commission engage the State Student Assistance Commission of Indiana (SSACI) to develop a plan to proceed with modifying the CVO program to make it more needs focused and report back on that effort at the March meeting.  After Governor’s Office decided that SSACI should not actively pursue immediate legislative action on this matter, Mr. Spalding  asked Mr. Jenkins to offer this update as the Governor’s liaison on education policy matters.
C. Mr. Jeff Spalding presented a list of suggestions on how monies to be flowing into Indiana as a result to the enactment of HR1 – American Recovery & Reinvestment Act (ARRA) might be used to address several pressing higher education policy concerns, beyond restoring operating funding for public universities. The purpose of the list was to provide ideas that the Commission might consider submitting to the Governor’s Office for funding consideration.
D. Mr. Bernie Hannon presented a framework for setting the public university tuition targets which the Commission is compelled, by law, to provide beginning with the 2009-10 academic year.  The Commission gave it general consent that Mr. Hannon proceed with his determine of proposed tuition targets based on this framework. 
III.
ADJOURNMENT

The Chair adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:30 p.m. (ET).
MINUTES OF COMMISSION WORKING SESSION

Friday, March 13, 2009
I.
CALL TO ORDER

The Commission for Higher Education met in working session starting at 7:45 a.m. (ET) at Ivy Tech Community College, Glick Family Technology Center, Room T-135, Indianapolis, Indiana, with Chair Jon Costas presiding. The following members were present: Dennis Bland, Carol D’Amico, Dick Johnson, Marilyn Moran-Townsend, Chris Murphy, George Rehnquist, Ken Sendelweck, Clayton Slaughter, Mike Smith, and Kathy Tobin.
II.
DISCUSSION

A. Mr. Jeff Spalding offered a status update on the effort to reinstate the tuition reciprocity agreement with Ohio.  Mr. Spalding informed the Commission that Ohio had just recently responded, unofficially, to Indiana’s request that the reinstated agreement include: a) an expansion of participating counties up to the northern border of each state; and b) IPFW as a participating Indiana institution.  In their unofficial response, Ohio indicated that they support a northern expansion, but are not ready to proceed with including it in the reciprocity agreement for the upcoming 2009-10 academic year.  The Commission then directed Mr. Spalding to reengage the Ohio Board of Regents on this matter, with a proposal to reinstate a more limited reciprocity agreement for 2009-10 and make continuation of the agreement for 2010-11 and beyond contingent to the addition of a northern expansion which includes IPFW.
B. Ms. Cheryl Orr offered a brief review of the FAFSA Friday on-line event produced by LearnMore Indiana and present on February 27.  The purpose of the event was to assist students and parents in completing the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). Ms. Orr reported on both the content provided and the number of individuals that participated.
C. Mr. Ken Sauer offered a overview of the salient issues and background context associated with the Vincennes University Supply Chain Logistics Degree Program request which was on the agenda for consideration during the CHE Business meeting  to follow. 
III.
ADJOURNMENT

The Chair adjourned the meeting at 8:55 a.m. (ET).
