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June 16, 2026 

Mark W. Rutherford, Chair 
Indiana Commission on Court Appointed Attorneys 
c/o Thrasher, Buschmann & Voelkel, P.C. 
8440 Woodfield Crossing Boulevard, Suite 310 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46240 

Re: 2027 Hourly Rate for appointed trial counsel in capital cases 

Dear Mr. Rutherford: 

Criminal Rule 6.1(C)(1) requires me to review and adjust the hourly rate for appointed counsel in 
death penalty cases every two years. The change in hourly rate is calculated by using the Implicit 
Price Deflator for the preceding two years as announced in the United States Department of 
Commerce.   

The Bureau of Economic Analysis, an agency of the Department of Commerce, publishes an Implicit 
Price Deflator table.  A copy of the table is attached showing the Implicit Price Deflator for 2023 was 
122.390 and for 2025, the Implicit Price Deflator was 128.979.  This represents an increase of 5.38% 
over the two-year period.   

The current hourly rate for appointed counsel in death penalty cases is $151.00. Beginning January 1, 
2027, the hourly rate in death penalty cases filed or remanded after appeal will increase from $151.00 
to $160.00.  This rate will remain in effect until further notice.  

Any questions about this change should be directed to my attention. 

Sincerely, 

Aaron V. Hood 
Interim Chief Administration Officer 

Enclosure 

cc: Bernice Corley, Executive Director, Indiana Public Defender Council 
Amy Karozos, Indiana State Public Defender 
Derrick Mason, Executive Director, Indiana Commission on Court Appointed Attorneys 
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