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Indiana BMV Urges Hoosiers: Get Your Vehicle 

Ready for Severe Weather 

Indianapolis, Ind. -  March 10, 2026 – As a part of Severe Weather Preparedness Week, 
the Indiana Bureau of Motor Vehicles (BMV) wants to remind Hoosier drivers of severe 
weather basics to keep themselves and their passengers safe in the event of severe 
weather. 

As a reminder to drivers both new and experienced, the Indiana Driver’s Manual, 
available at any BMV location or on the BMV’s website, offers safe solutions to drivers 
should they encounter severe weather-related conditions on the roadways: 

• When driving on wet roads, drivers should make sure they are not driving on bald 
or badly worn tires, pay attention to any motorcycles that may have pulled off the 
side of the road or under a bridge, and that wet roads can cause hydroplaning 
especially immediately after it begins to rain.  

• Flash flooding causes more deaths than any other roadway weather event each 
year. If a driver gets caught in a storm or comes upon a hazardous situation, the 
driver should abandon the vehicle if it stalls in a flooded area, and NOT drive 
around any traffic barricades, past road closed signs, or where water is covering 
the road. 

• If your car plunges into water, drivers should not attempt to open a door, exit via a 
window or a sunroof, and never re-enter the vehicle once exited. 
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• If there are power outages in the area and a driver approaches an intersection 
without a working traffic signal, treat the intersection as if it were a four-way stop. 
Stop, then proceed with caution. 

Additionally, each BMV branch has a Severe Weather Plan designed to keep both 
customers and documentation safe in the event of an emergency. Any customer in a 
branch during severe weather will be directed to an interior room away from windows. If 
severe weather occurs during normal business hours while our staff are onsite, our 
branches are open to anyone needing to seek shelter. 

To help keep Indiana’s roads safe during severe weather, the Indiana BMV encourages 
all Hoosiers to make responsible driving choices. 

For a complete list of branch locations and hours, to complete an online transaction, or to find 

a 24-hour BMV Connect kiosk near you, visit IN.gov/BMV. 

About the Bureau of Motor Vehicles 

The Bureau of Motor Vehicles (BMV) serves all Hoosiers by providing best-in-class driver and 

vehicle services in a timely and accurate manner while ensuring security and transparency. 

We are committed to continuous improvement and excellence in all aspects of our operations. 

We strive to ensure that every driver is equipped with the resources and information they 

need to navigate the roads confidently and safely. The BMV wants to empower customers to 

interact with us when and how they choose, through streamlined services that maximize 

convenience and uphold our duty to use Hoosier taxpayer resources wisely.   

### 
 
 


