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Summary: Set in an impoverished Chicago neighborhood, this somber story 
blends history with current events. Jerome Rogers, a black 12-year-old, is 
playing outside with a toy gun when he is shot and killed by a white 
policeman who views him as a threat. Now Jerome wanders the earth with 
other “ghost boys” whose deaths are all connected to bigotry. Ironically, the 
only human who can see Jerome is Sarah, the young daughter of the officer 
who took his life. Jerome meets the ghost of Emmett Till and learns the 
horrific details of his murder. Emmett, like the other ghost boys, cannot rest 
until the world is swept clean of discriminatory violence; maybe Jerome can 
help if he can make Sarah understand that her father’s act was a result of 
deeply ingrained racism. Rhodes writes in short, poetic chapters that offer 
graphic depictions of avoidable tragedies; her hope for a better world packs a 
powerful punch, delivering a call to action to speak out against prejudice and 
erase harmful misconceptions. Ages 10–up. Agent: Michael Bourret, Dystel, 
Goderich & Bourret. (Apr.)



Text Excerpts from “Ghost boys”

• “The woman pounds her gavel. Quiet. Quiet in the courtroom. Black Lives 
Matter! Someone hollers (p. 52).”

• “She nods. I love Dad more than anything. But seeing you, I wonder how 
he could’ve– Shot Me? Yes. Maybe someone might shoot me. Naw, you’re 
a girl. And White (p 69).”

• “Have you heard of racial bias? No. Heard prejudice can affect your 
thoughts, actions? Whether consciously. Knowing. Or unconsciously? I’m 
not racist. Possibly you were responding to unconscious stereotypes of 
black me as large, threatening, and dangerous? (p. 86).”

• “Outside, thousands of protestors stomp, shout in the streets. Some 
chant: No justice, No peace! They carry signs : Justice for Jerome; Black 
Children’s Lives Matter; Stay Woke; Is My Son Next? (p 105).”

• “Why was the child shot in the back? (p 130).”
• “The streets are dangerous. Gangs. Bullies. Drive-bys. Police with guns (p 

163).”



Text Excerpts from “Ghost boys” cont.

• ”I’m making a website. ‘End Racism, Injustice.’ Did you 
know black people are shot by the cops two and a half 
times more than white people? But they’re only about 
thirteen percent of the population. In 2015, over one 
thousand unarmed black people were killed. It’s awful. 
(p 178).”

• ”It’s not that simple, I say, weary. Mike, Eddy, Snap only 
had words, fists. Policemen have guns (p 180).”

• “Cops get scared a lot. But they shouldn’t get more 
scared just because someone’s black (p 181).”

• “I see images of Sarah, grown, writing books, 
protesting for change...(p 183).”







CASEL Links to CGSC
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SEL & CASEL Research



CG Schools: Conflicting info on CASEL

Email from Dr. Arkanoff

However, at the parent meeting on 7/21/2021 there was a slide explicitly stating CG is 
not using CASEL resources:



WINDOWS & DOORS

• Pleasant Grove Elementary School in Center Grove
• Students read the classic book Ruby Bridges. According to 

Superintendent Arkanoff, the teachers asked for assistance from the 
school counselor because some of the students were using racial slurs 
after reading that book.

• The counselor responded by:
• Identifying this presentation
• Seek and receiving approval from the principal to implement this 

training in all 5th grade classrooms.
• Implemented this training.
• Parents were not notified about this. 
• When parents inquired about the presentation, it took 13 weeks 

before they received a copy of these slides.
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Panorama Survey

• Center Grove has implemented the use of the Panorama Survey
• Superintendent Arkanoff told us the data was available only in 

aggregate. It was not possible to identify individual student 
responses.
• However, on 7/21/2021 at an SEL Parent Information 

Meeting, that statement was contradicted. Christy Berger, 
Director of Counseling and Mental Health, said they used 
Panorama to identify students that need additional mental 
health interventions.

• CG has provided parents an op—out. However, they refuse to 
move to an opt-in to collect this individually identifiable, protected 
health information about our kids. 









Links of Christy Burger to CRT







https://www.edliberation.org/our-work/planning-to-change-world/

Link from Christy Burger Tweets


