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Student Safety Top Priority at Upcoming Homecoming Events 
Parents, students reminded about new Lifeline Law protections 

INDIANAPOLIS (Oct. 9, 2025) – As college football season moves into full swing and 

with homecoming events planned on Indiana’s university campuses, the Indiana State 

Excise Police are reminding students and families about recent changes to the state’s 

Lifeline Law. The law, which went into effect on July 1, offers further protections for 

students who seek help during alcohol-related emergencies. 

Under the revised law, people under the influence can get help during an emergency 

without fear of punishment for underage drinking or public intoxication. 

"Public safety is one of my top priorities, and that includes the wellbeing of students on 

our university campuses," said Gov. Mike Braun. "Students should know that if there's 

an emergency, they should seek help immediately without fear of legal consequences." 

 
The law’s expansion was driven by college student leaders across Indiana. 

 
“In Indiana, we take the well-being of students seriously,” said Chase Witsman, 

president of the Student Government Association at Indiana State University. “The 

Indiana Lifeline Law promotes students getting students help in times of need, without 

the fear of getting in trouble.” 

Excise Police will be present on campuses statewide this fall, working alongside 

university officials to support prevention efforts and reinforce the importance of 

responsible decision-making. Excise officers will continue working with campus 

partners throughout the fall semester to promote awareness of the new Lifeline Law 

experiences. 

 
“We want students to know they can act in the event of an emergency,” said Indiana 

State Excise Police Superintendent Dave Miller. “This law is about saving lives, rather 

than punishing people for seeking help. Our presence on campuses this fall also is  
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intended for education and to support campus public-safety efforts through prevention 

—along with enforcement as needed.” 

 
Excise Police officers are the enforcement division of the Indiana Alcohol and Tobacco 

Commission. While Excise Police officers enforce all state statutes, they focus on laws 

related to alcohol, tobacco, and other regulated substances. Excise Police officers aim 

to promote safety by focusing on education and prevention—especially in youth and 

campus settings. 

For more information about the Lifeline Law, visit: 

https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2025/bills/senate/74 

 
MEDIA MATERIALS: Video commentary from Gov. Mike Braun available here. 

 
### 

 
ABOUT THE INDIANA ALCOHOL & TOBACCO COMMISSION 

The Indiana Alcohol & Tobacco Commission is responsible for issuing and regulating 

alcoholic beverage permits throughout the State of Indiana. The Commission issues 

and regulates alcohol facility permits for businesses, as well as employee permits for 

bartenders, waiters, waitresses, salespersons, and clerks who wish to sell, serve, or 

dispense alcoholic beverages. The Commission is also charged with issuing tobacco 

sales certificates and regulating the sale of tobacco products in Indiana. The 

Commission is comprised of four (4) members who are appointed by the Governor of 

the State of Indiana, and no more than two (2) Commissioners may belong to the same 

political party. All citations issued by Indiana State Excise Police are subject to review 

by the ATC Prosecutor who ultimately has discretion on whether to file a formal 

administrative violation against a retailer regulated by the ATC. Additionally, all 

individuals charged with a criminal offense are presumed innocent until proven guilty in 

a court of law. 
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