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About the Indiana Governor’s Arts Awards

To recognize outstanding achievement and contributions to arts and creativity in Indiana,
the Office of the Governor Mike Braun with the Indiana Arts Commission (IAC) present
the Governor’s Arts Awards, the highest honor the state gives in the arts.

These awards honor those who support, build, or amplify arts and creativity in Indiana,
creating strong Indiana communities where people choose to live, work, and create.
Potential recipients include individuals (artists, leaders, advocates, philanthropists,
educators, elected officials); organizations and businesses (nonprofit or for profit); tourism
entities; towns or cities; schools; or libraries from rural or metro areas of Indiana.

The IAC coordinates the presentation of the Governor’s Arts Awards. The Commission
solicits nominations for award recipients and coordinates the selection process and
commissions an Indiana artist to create custom works of art to serve as the awards.

About the Opportunity

The Indiana Arts Commission is seeking nominations for the 2026 Indiana Governor’s
Arts Awards. Recipients will be recognized at the statehouse and receive an artist-
crafted award at a celebratory event in early 2027.

Up to five recipients will be selected.

About the Nomination Process

Governor’s Awards nominations are accepted through the IAC’s online application portal
during a five-week nomination period. Nominations may be submitted by organizations
or individuals and do not need to designate a category.

A nomination consists of:

1. A nomination narrative — This narrative introduces the nominee's
accomplishments and contributions. Consider the following ideas when crafting a
narrative:

e How does the nominee contribute to, uplift, and influence the arts in their
community, the state, or nationally?

e Who benefits from the nominee’s leadership in the arts (e.g., rural, urban, or
suburban communities; students/youth; older adults; etc.)?
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e Describe the nominee’s impact through the arts (e.g. community growth in
the arts, support/mentorship to creatives, enhanced education for learners,
public art, innovating service to new audiences, etc.)?

The nomination narrative will be submitted in a written format.

2. Support Samples (optional) — A nomination may also include up to five additional
support samples that further highlights the nominee which can include links to
media about the nominee; images; or letters/testimonials of support in either
written, audio or video format.

Eligibility & Selection Process

Nominations are open to organizations or individuals who work or reside in Indiana or
have significant ties to the state through some years of residency.

A selection committee comprised of representatives from the Office of the Governor and
the Indiana Arts Commission will review and evaluate nominations based on criteria such
as:

e Depth and breadth of impact
e Quality of community engagement
e Atrtistic excellence

Timeline

» Request for Nominations Opens: September 22, 2026
= Submission Deadline: October 30, 2026, 11:59 p.m. ET
= Selection Notification: November 2026

» Statehouse Celebration: Early 2027

Questions

Interested parties are encouraged to review all published material and contact Connie
Brahm, IAC Marketing and Communications Director (cbrahm@iac.in.gov), with any
questions.

Ready to Submit a Nomination?
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Visit the Indiana Arts Commission’s online application portal at in.gov/arts/apply to submit
a nomination.

Have questions about accessing the online grant system? Please contact
grantsadmin@iac.in.gov for support.
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