BEFORE THE SOCIAL WORK SECTION
AND THE MARRIAGE & FAMILY
THERAPISTS SECTION OF THE
SOCIAL WORK CERTIFICATION-
MARRIAGE & FAMILY THERAPISTS
CREDENTIALING BOARD

CAUSE NO. 94 SW-MFT 002

STATE OF INDIANA,

)
)
Petitioner, ) 'gig N
) i
v. )
) JAN 311994
VICTORIA COLEMAN, )
Certificate No. 34002388, ) VBALTH PROFEGE o
35000688, ) PUREAL]
)
Respondent. )

MOTION TO VOID EMERGENCY SUSPENSION
AND DISMISS ACTION

The respondent, Victoria D. Coleman, Ed.D.

{("Dr. Coleman"), respectfully moves the Social Work
Certification-Marriage & Family Therapists Creditialing Board
(the "Board") to void its Emergency Suspension Order issued
January 24, 1994, and to dismiss this action, on the grounds
that:

1. On January 24, 1994, the Board conferred by
telephone, without prior notice to Dr. Coleman, and summarily
suspended her Clinical Social Work Certificate, No. 34002388, and
her Marriage & Family Therapists Certificate, No. 35000688, for
ninety (90) days. The Board's finding that Dr. Coleman
represented "a clear and immediate danger to public health and
safety if allowed to continue to practice in this State"”
apparently was based upon either (a) a belief that Dr. Coleman is

not in fact a psychologist or (b) a conclusion that, because




Dr. Coleman is not a psychologist licensed by the State of
Indiana, she cannot lawfully use the term "psychologist" to
describe herself.

| 2. Based upon the indisputable facts (as demonstrated
by the evidence that the Board received during the hearing held
on January 31, 1994), Dr. Coleman is, in fact, a "psychologist."
Her use of that term to describe herself has in no instance been
false or otherwise misleading.

3. Under Indiana Code Section 25-33-1-14(a} (Burns

Supp. 1993), Dr. Coleman, as a university faculty member, is
excepted from the statutory prohibition against the use of the
title "psychologist" by persons who are not licensed as
psychologists by the State of Indiana. The indisputable fact (as
shown by the evidence that the Board received at the hearing) is
that Dr. Coleman is a full-time faculty member at Purdue
University holding the title "Assistant Professor and Counseling
Psychologist™ in the University's School of Education. She
plainly is within the statutory exception applicable to "{a]
member of a teaching faculty, at a public or private institution
of higher learning for the purpose of teaching, research, or the
exchange or dissemination of information and ideas as an assigned
duty of the institution.™ Accordingly, her use of the term
"psychologist“ to describe herself is completely lawful. The
Board's Emergency Suspension Order, which presumes the contrary,

is itself contrary to law and should be voided.
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4. Because the State of Indiana has failed to allege,
or produce any evidence of, any misconduct of any kind on the
part of Dr. Coleman, this action should be dismissed without
delay or further proceedings.
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