BEFORE THE INDIANA STATE
BOARD OF NURSING
CAUSE NUMBER: 2013 NB 470
IN THE MATTER OF THE LICENSE OF: ) FILED
KIMBERLY LYNN TRIDLE, R.N., ) B eeo o
LICENSE NO: 28136355A (ACTIVE) )

NOV 13 2013
COMPLAINT indiana Professional

Licensing Agency
The State of Indiana (“Petitioner”), by counsel, Deputy Attorney General Patricia Gibson,

on behalf of the Office of the Attorney General, and pursuant to Ind. Code § 25-1-7-7, Ind. Code

ch. 25-1-5, Ind. Code § 25-23-1-7, the Administrative Orders and Procedures Act, Ind. Code ch.

4-21.5-3, and Ind. Code ch. 25-1-9, files its Complaint against the Indiana nursing license of

Kimberly Lynn Tridle, R.N., (“Respondent™), and in support alleges and states the following:
FACTS

1. Respondent is a Registered Nurse (“RN”) in the State of Indiana, having been
issued license number 28136355A on March 3, 1997

2. Respondent’s address on file with the Indiana Professional Licensing Agency is
164 West Street, Plainfield, Indiana 46168.

3. | On or about August 29, 2008, an employee working a drive-through window at a
fast food restaurant noticed Respondent smelled of alcohol and detained her until police arrived.
Respondent’s field sobriety test was .144 breath alcohol content (“BrAC”). Her test at the
Plainfield Police Department was .12 BrAC.

4. On or about September 8, 2008, Respondent was charged with Public
Intoxication, Class B Misdemeanor, and Operating a Vehicle While Intoxicated, Class A
Misdemeanor, in Cause Number 32D03-0809-CM-218 in Hendricks County Superior Court.

5. On or about January 12, 2009, Respondent pled guilty and was convicted of

Operating a Vehicle While Intoxicated, Class A Misdemeanor, in Cause Number 32D03-0809-



CM-218 in Hendricks County Superior Court. Respondent was placed on probation for one (1)
year and her driver’s license was suspended for one hundred eighty (180) days. |

6. On or about February 20, 2009, Respondent applied for employment as a RN with
Nightingale Home Healthcare (“Nightingale™) located in Indianapolis, Indiana.

7. On or about February 20, 2009, on her Nightingale application Respondent
answered ‘“No” to the following question, “Have you ever been convicted of a criminal
offense?” failing to disclose her conviction in Cause Number 32D03-0809-CM-218.

8. On or about March 3, 2009, Respondent began employment with Nightingale.

9. On or about September 3, 2009, Respondent had negative comments from
patients for not calling ahead, being insistent on visit times, and not returning phone calls in a
timely manner.

10.  On or about October 5, 2009, Respondent renewed her Indiana nursing license
and answered all questions “No” including question number three (3) which asks, “Since you last
renewed, have you been convicted of or pled guilty to a violation of a federal or state law or are
criminal charges pending?” failing to disclose her conviction in Cause Number 32D03-0809-
CM-218.

11.  On or about July 8, 2009, Respondent failed to resume services for a patient
discharged from the hospital seven (7) weeks earlier, and scheduled a start of care prior to
another patient’s discharge.

12.  On or about December 3, 2009, Respondent’s employment with Nightingale was
terminated. Respondent failed to return telephone calls until the next morning when on call, and

two patients requested Respondent not return to their homes, complaining Respondent failed to

arrive as scheduled, return phone calls, and provide training.




13." On or about December 8, 2010, Respondent applied for employment as a RN case
manager with Alliance Home Health Care (“Alliance™) located in Indianapolis, Indiana.

14. On or about December 8, 2010, on her Alliance application Respondent answered
“No” to the following question, “Have you ever been convicted of a crime?” failing to disclose
her conviction in Cause Number 32D03-0809-CM-218.

15. On or about December 8, 2010, on her Alliance application Respondent answered
“No” to the following question, “Have you had any moving violations during the past three
years?” failing to disclose her Operating a Vehicle While Intoxicated conviction in Cause
Number 32D03-0809-CM-218.

16. On ér about December 8, 2010, on her Alliance application Respondent answered
“No” to the following question, “Have you ever had your driver’s license suspended?” failing to
disclose the suspension of her driver’s license in Cause Number 32D03-0809-CM-218.

17. On or about December 8, 2010, on her Alliance application Respondent stated her
reason for leaving Nightingale was “Personal” failing to disclose her termination.

18. On or about October 9, 2011, Respondent renewed her Indiana nursing license
and answered all questions “No” including question number five (5) which asks, “Since you last
renewed, have you ever been terminated, reprimanded, disciplined, or demoted in the scope of
your practice as a Nurse or as another health care professional?” failing to disclose her
December, 2009 termination from Nightingale.

COUNT 1
19.  Paragraphs 1 through 18 are incorporated by reference herein.

20.  Respondent’s conduct as described above constitutes a violation of Ind. Code §

25-1-9-4(a)(2)(A)&(B) in that Respondent has been convicted of a crime that has a direct bearing




on Respondent’s ability to continue to practice competently and is harmful to the public as
evidenced by Respondent’s conviction for Operating a Vehicle While Intoxicated in Cause
Number 32D03-0809-CM-218.

COUNT II

21.  Paragraphs 1 through 18 are incorporated by reference herein.

22.  Respondent’s conduct as described above constitutes a violation of Ind. Code §
25-1-9-4(a)(1)(B) in that Respondent has engaged in fraud or material deception in the course of
professional services or activities as evidenced by Respondent’s failing to disclose her conviction
in Cause Number 32D03-0809-CM-218 on her Nightingale application.

COUNT II1

23.  Paragraphs 1 through 18 are incorporated by reference herein.

24, Respondent’s conduct as described above constitutes a violation of Indiana Code
IC25-1-9-4(a)(1)(A) in that Respondent has engaged in or knowingly cooperated in fraud or
material deception in order to obtain a license to practice as evidenced by Respondent’s failure
to disclose her January, 2009 conviction in Cause Number 32D03-0809-CM-218 on her October,
20009 licensure renewal.

COUNT IV

25.  Paragraphs 1 through 18 are incorporated by reference herein.

26.  Respondent’s conduct as described above constitutes a violation of Ind. Code §
25-1-9-4(a)(1)(B) in that Respondent has engaged in fraud or material deception in the course of

professional services or activities as evidenced by Respondent’s failure to disclose her criminal

conviction on her Alliance application.




COUNT YV

27.  Paragraphs 1 through 18 are incorporated by reference herein.

28.  Respondent’s conduct as described above constitutes a violation of Ind. Code §
25-1-9-4(a)(1)(B) in that Respondent has engaged in fraud or material deception in the course of
professional services or activities as evidenced by Respondent’s failure to disclose her moving
violation on her Alliance application.

COUNT VI

29.  Paragraphs 1 through 18 are incorporated by reference herein.

30.  Respondent’s conduct as described above constitutes a violation of Ind. Code §
25-1-9-4(a)(1)(B) in that Respondent has engaged in fraud or material deception in the course of
professional services or activities as evidenced by Respondent’s failure to disclose the
suspension of her driver’s license on her Alliance application.

COUNT VII

31.  Paragraphs 1 through 18 are incorporated by reference herein.

32. Respondent’s conduct as described above constitutes a violation of Ind. Code §
25-1-9-4(a)(1)(B) in that Respondent has engaged in fraud or material deception in the course of
professional services or activities as evidenced by Respondent’s failure to disclose her
termination from Nightingale on her Alliance application.

COUNT VIII
33.  Paragraphs 1 through 18 are incorporated by reference herein.
34.  Respondent’s conduct as described above constitutes a violation of Ind. Code §

25-1-9-4(a)(4)(B) in that Respondent has continued to practice although Respondent has

become unfit to practice due to failure to keep abreast of current professional theory or practice




as evidenced by Respondent’s failure to resume services for approximately seven (7) weeks
after a patient’s discharge from the hospital, scheduling a start of care for another patient prior
to discharge, failure to return telephone calls until the next morning when on call, and two
patients complaining Respondent failed to arrive as scheduled, return phone calls, and provide
training.

COUNT IX

35.  Paragraphs 1 through 18 are incorporated by reference herein.

36. Respondent’s conduct as described above constitutes a violation of Indiana Code
IC25-1-9-4(a)(1)(A) in that Respondent has engaged in or knowingly cooperated in fraud or
material deception in order to obtain a license to practice as evidenced by Respondent’s failure
to disclose her December, 2009 termination from Nightingale on her 2011 licensure renewal.

COUNT X

37. Paragraphs 1 through 18 are incorporated by reference herein.

38.  Respondent’s conduct as described above constitutes a violation of Ind. Code §
25-1-9-4(a)(4)(D) in that Respondent has continued to practice although Respondent has become
unfit to practice due to addiction to, abuse of, or severe dependency on upon alcohol or other
drugs that endanger the public by impairing Respondent’s ability to practice safely as evidenced
by Respondent’s conviction in Cause Number 32D03-0809-CM-218.

WHEREFORE, Petitioner demands an order against the Respondent that:

1. Imposes the appropriate disciplinary sanction;

2. Directs Respondent to immediately pay all costs incurred in the prosecution of

this case; and;

3. Provides any further relief as the Board deems just and proper.




Respectfully submitted,

Gregory F. Zoeller,
Attorney General of Indiana
Attorney No.: 1958-98

By: T iiiler Xhom(
Patricia Gibson
Deputy Attorney General

Attorney No.: 12011-49

CEI‘ITIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certify that a copy of the “Complaint” has been duly served upon the Respondent listed
below, by United State mail, first-class, postage prepaid, on this 13th day of November, 2013.

Kimberly Lynn Tridle, R.N.

164 West Street
Plainfield, Indiana 46168
7’/,/,,/ - : | é///// ‘
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Patricia Gibson
Deputy Attorney General

Attorney No.: 12011-49
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