BEFORE THE INDIANA
STATE BOARD OF NURSING
CAUSE NO. 2000 NB 012
STATE OF INDIANA,
Petitioner,

V.

JERRY LYNN SWINSON, R.N,
License No. 28103924,

Respondent.
FINDINGS OF FACT, CONCLUSIONS OF LAW AND ORDER

The Indiana State Board of Nursing (“Board”) held an administrative
hearing on February 20, 2003, in the Auditorium of the Conference Center,
Indiana Government Center South, 302 West Washington Street,
Indianapolis, Indiana concerning the Order to Show Cause issued by the
State Board of Nursing as to why Jerry Lynn Swinson (“Respondent”) should
not be disciplined for failure to comply with the terms of probation on his
license.

Respondent appeared in person and waived his right to be represented
by counsel. Sara Matticks, Deputy Attorney General, represented the State
of Indiana

The Board, after taking official notice of its file in this matter, voted to
issue the following Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law and Order:

BACKGROUND

1. Respondent, who resides at 925 West 1534 Avenue, Crown Pointe,
Indiana 46307 is a registered nurse with license number 28103924,

2. The Board issued timely and proper notice of the date, time and
location of this hearing pursuant to Indiana Code 4-21.5-3-20.

3. The Board is empowered to hold this administrative hearing

pursuant to the authority of Indiana Code 25-1-9-9 and Indiana Code 4-21.5-
3.



4. The Board voted to place the Respondent’s license on probation in
August 2000 because he was impaired due to an addiction to narcotics.

5. One of the terms and conditions of probation on the Respondent’s
license was that he report any relapses into the use of narcotics to the Board.
On January 23, 2003, the Respondent sent a letter to the Board informing it
that he had relapsed by injecting himself with morphine.

6. At the hearing on this matter, Respondent testified that he nearly
died as a result of his body’s reaction to the morphine. He exhibited a great
deal of remorse and acknowledged that he is not presently fit to practice
nursing. He would like to return to the practice when his recovery from
addiction is more secure.

7. The Respondent violated the terms and conditions of probation on
his license. The terms and conditions on Respondent’s license clearly provide
that, “[t]he failure of Respondent to comply with the terms of this decision
shall subject him to a show cause hearing and the imposition of further
sanctions.”

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1. The Board may discipline this practitioner for not complying with
the terms of probation on his license.

2. Relapse into the use of narcotics was a clear violation of the terms
and conditions on the Respondent’s license.

ORDER
The Board SUSPENDS the Respondent’s license indefinitely.

The Board will only consider reinstating the Respondent’s license after
he is evaluated by a board approved addictionologist.

Respondent shall immediately surrender all indicia of licensure,
including his pocket license and wall license, to the Board in care of the
Health Professions Bureau, 402 West Washington Street, Room 041,
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204.



SO ORDERED, this7/]{] day of February, 2003,

INDIANA STATE BOARD OF NURSING

Executlve Du'ecto
Health Professions Bureau

Copies to:

Jerry Lynn Swinson, R.N.

925 West 1534 Avenue

Crown Pointe, Indiana 46307

CERTIFIED MAIL NUMBER: 7001 2510 0002 5178 4418
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Respondent

Sara Matticks

Deputy Attorney General

Office of the Attorney General

402 West Washington Street, 5t Floor
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204
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