
@EducateIN

Transitions: From 
Values to Practice 
December 2, 2022



@educatein

WELCOME & INTRODUCTIONS

Angie Vaughn

Assistant Director of Monitoring and 
Compliance, IDOE

Sarah Parks-Reese

Assistant Director of Kindergarten 
Readiness, IDOE



@educatein



@educatein

Kindergarten Transition resources

RACING into Kindergarten 
Transition Toolkit

Kickstarting 
Kindergarten Collection
Kindergarten readiness is achieved when 
children are prepared in all domains of early 
learning and families, schools, and communities 
collaborate to positively impact educational 
outcomes.

https://www.in.gov/doe/files/Kickstarting-Kindergarten-Collection_Final-updated-11-10-22.pdf
https://www.in.gov/doe/files/Kickstarting-Kindergarten-Collection_Final-updated-11-10-22.pdf
https://www.in.gov/doe/files/Transition-to-Kindergarten-ToolKit-Final.pdf
https://www.in.gov/doe/files/Transition-to-Kindergarten-ToolKit-Final.pdf
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Communication

Establish relationships with schools, early learning providers, Head Start 
1 institutions, families, and other community partners. Communication is 

easier once relationships are established and pathways are created.

Providing monthly calendars or other resources to families and educators 
2 to assist in preparation for the kindergarten transition throughout the 

previous school year.

3 Communicate kindergarten readiness expectations and sharing ideas for 
what families can do to support learning at home.
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Respect

Encourage the participation and input of parents/family members when 
1 convening the individualized education program (IEP) team to conduct a 

review and apply updates for the transition.

Encourage parents/family members to take their child on a planned visit 
2 to the school to meet with kindergarten staƴ. In addition, schedule a 

field trip to visit the school and a kindergarten classroom.  

Ensure materials sent home regarding kindergarten open houses, 
3 enrollment, and transition opportunities match the students’ home 

language when possible.
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collaboration

With permission from the 
family, invite kindergarten 
and key elementary 
personnel to attend the IEP 
or another transition 
meeting to collaboratively 
plan transition activities. 

Engage family members 
and school personnel in 
planning transition 
activities to support child 
and parent preparation and 
adjustment.

Provide follow-up support with 
parents/family members and kindergarten 
staƴ to facilitate a smooth adjustment to 
the new setting.

Invite kindergarten educators (and 
administrators, if applicable) to visit and 
observe children who will attend their 
school in early learning settings.  

Engage preschool and kindergarten 
educators in joint professional 
development and work to align settings 
and instructional practices and goals.  
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leadership

1 elementary school programs and maintain ongoing communication with key school 
personnel.

Support families by hosting:
● A kindergarten networking event and invite nearby public, private, and charter 

3 schools to come share information with families.  
● A kindergarten registration night, and provide access to necessary forms or 

computers to complete the process.

2

4 Leaders from all settings must prioritize and support transition supports for these steps to 
be successfully implemented.
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Data sharing

Parents/family members should be included in planning the 
transition to kindergarten in a timely manner, including 1 through the transfer of records and completion of necessary 
enrollment forms and documentation.

Schools may also collect aggregate data on students 
from specific early learning programs to share back 2 with the program to inform future instructional 
practices.  
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Transition and kindergarten resources

RACING into Kindergarten
Transition Toolkit

 

Kickstarting Kindergarten 
Collection

Transition from Preschool 
Special Education to 

Kindergarten Checklist

https://www.in.gov/doe/files/Transition-to-Kindergarten-ToolKit-Final.pdf
https://www.in.gov/doe/files/Transition-to-Kindergarten-ToolKit-Final.pdf
https://www.in.gov/doe/files/Kickstarting-Kindergarten-Collection_Final-updated-11-10-22.pdf
https://www.in.gov/doe/files/Kickstarting-Kindergarten-Collection_Final-updated-11-10-22.pdf
https://ectacenter.org/~pdfs/decrp/TR-3_Transition_to_Kindergarten_2018.pdf
https://ectacenter.org/~pdfs/decrp/TR-3_Transition_to_Kindergarten_2018.pdf
https://ectacenter.org/~pdfs/decrp/TR-3_Transition_to_Kindergarten_2018.pdf
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Upcoming Learning Lab Session

Join IDOE in the Indiana Learning 
Lab for intentional conversation on 
how the science of reading can be 

supported through play!

https://inlearninglab.com/
https://inlearninglab.com/
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Indiana’s early learning foundations
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Indiana’s early learning foundations
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Educators, 
Providers, & 

Administrators
Apply Here 

Families and 
Community 
Members 

Apply Here

https://form.jotform.com/223175054746962
https://form.jotform.com/223173557291963
https://media.doe.in.gov/news/early-learning-foundations-prioritization-committee-flier.pdf
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Contact IDOE

Point of Contact
Angie Vaughn
Assistant Director of 
Monitoring and 
Compliance
avaughn@doe.in.gov 

Point of Contact
Sarah Parks-Reese
Assistant Director of 
Kindergarten Readiness

sparksreese1@doe.in.gov 



Thank you!




