
2011 Indiana State Coed Slow-Pitch Softball League Rules

A.
Playing Rules

1.
Official slow-pitch softball rules as written here and in the 2011 NSA Official Rule Book. At the discretion of the Commissioner, the 2009 ASA Official Rules of Softball may also be used as a secondary reference. 
2.
At all times the team in the field is limited to ten (10) defensive positions with up to six (6) male players.  A team may play more than four (4) females.  There is no restriction on where the men and women play.  (ie., the infield, outfield, or battery could be all the same gender.) Players participating in the game of slow-pitch softball assume the risk of serious injury or death.
3.
A team may play with as few as eight (8) players.  If a team plays shorthanded with fewer than four (4) females, the team must take one (1) out each time the vacant position in the batting order is scheduled to bat.  For reference, see NSA 2011 Official Rule Book, Rule 4, Section 1. This rule may be modified by mutual agreement between both teams to make a game more competitive. For example, if both teams have only three (3) female players there is no need to take an automatic out.

4.
If neither team can meet the minimum player requirement and the game is forfeited, the team with the most players present will be declared the winner.

5.
Lineups consist of 8, 9, 10, or 11 (if using EP) batters.

6.
Each team's batting order must be presented to the other team's scorekeeper prior to the start of the game.

7.
There are no requirements for how the batting order is composed (i.e. male-female-male, etc.).  However, a team which opts to "bat the order" must place non-fielding players at the bottom of the order.

8.
Sportsmanship is good. Any player exhibiting unnecessary roughness during a game will be ejected from the game, and possibly the season or the league.

9.
Only the coach can argue with the umpire.  Unsportsmanlike conduct of any type will not be tolerated.

10.
Stealing bases is not allowed. 
11.
Batters are called out when they foul off a pitch on the 3rd strike. For each at bat, the batter will begin with one (1) ball and one (1) strike.
12.
A team may play a game with a minimum of eight (8) players and not forfeit the contest.  If the 9th and 10th players arrive they should be added to the bottom of the batting order.

13.
Walk Rule: If a male batter is walked in front of a female, the male player advances to second base and the female bats.  If there are two outs the female batter has the option of taking an automatic walk or batting.
14.
No limit on the number of home runs (over the fence) in a game.

15.
After five (5) innings, if one team leads another by fifteen (15) or more runs, the losing team will have the option of forfeiting or to continue play.  Each game lasts 1 hour and all teams are encouraged to play the full game.
16. 
No new inning will start after the game’s one hour time limit has expired. If the game is tied after time has expired or the maximum innings have been played, then a tie breaker inning will be played using the “International Tie Breaker Rule” (3/2 ITB). This will consist of one full inning where the offensive team begins its’ turn at bat with the last batter from the previous inning being placed on second base. Each batter will start with a full count (three balls and two strikes). If the game is still tied after the inning is completed, then each team will record the tie as a half- win for their league’s standings.
B.
Substitution Rules

1.
Free substitution of players is allowed; however, captains are requested to inform opposing teams of the substitutions.  "Free substitution" means that a player can start the game, be removed, and then placed back in the game at a later point.  A player who does not start the game, then is inserted in the lineup, may not be removed and reinserted.

2.
Substitute runners are allowed only if the runner reaches base or is awarded base safely.  The runner being replaced must obviously be unable to run the bases because of an injury or preexisting condition.  No such substitution is allowed for the sole purpose of improving the speed of the base runner.  The substitute runner must be of the same sex as the runner being replaced but can be either a player in the batting order or someone who is not playing at the time.

C.
Equipment and Uniforms


No metal cleats.  Rubber cleats are permitted.

D.
Player Eligibility 

Players in this league must fall into these categories:


A current state employee/staff person,


A former state employee/staff, having no current state agency affiliation, 


or


Family members, or significant others of a current state employee/staff. 

· This includes husbands, wives, brothers, sisters, children etc.

· Minor children playing on their parent's team must have playing experience, be in an organized league, and be at least 15 years of age.
A team may have, no more than, three (3) players not subject to the above eligibility rules, having no state agency affiliation past, or present.
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