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Indiana State Fair -- it's comin’ back around

So you didn’t get to see and do
everything you planned on this
summer and it is just about time to

get the kids back in school? Don’t

let this be the summer you want to
forget! There’s still time to make some
memories because the Indiana State
Fair is “Comin’ Back Around” Aug. 6
to 17.
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With its classic favorites like lemon
shake-ups, 4-H exhibits, the midway
and the Dairy Bar, the fair is a
seasonal oasis that will get you past
your gas pump blues. In fact, the fair
has added some special values to help
you stretch your entertainment dollar.

State Employee day is Thursday, Aug.

14. All workers who present their
state ID receive $2 off the $8 gate
admission. The fair also offers these
values:
* Free parking — there’s a lot on the
fairgrounds and more at Glendale

Mall where a free shuttle runs
every 20 minutes from 10 a.m. to
11 p.m.

* Free admission — for current
military personnel and veterans
who present their military ID on
Sunday, Aug. 17.

* Free admission — Aug. 12, 13
and 14 when you use the ticket
printed in the Aug. 12 issue of the
Indianapolis Star.

* Free admission — to the Corbin
Bleu Kids’ Day concert on
Aug. 11 in the Hoosier Lottery
Grandstand. Just print a voucher
available at www.indianastatefair.
com or www.VOICE.tv and you
can see the Radio Disney and
High School Musical star for free.

* $5 admission — after 5 p.m. for
each person in your group on
Aug. 13.

* Unlimited midway rides — during
special hours when you purchase
a wristband available on nine of
the fair’s 12 days.

* Free shuttle rides around the fair
— for seniors 65 and older on
Golden Hoosiers’ Day, Aug. 14.

Now that you’ve saved, what will
you see? The fair is featuring Indiana
trees as it celebrates the contributions
of the state’s hardwood industry,

so make sure you stroll through

the new Indiana State Fair covered
bridge on the fairgrounds’ west side.
There’s also a Trail of Trees, Scheer’s
Lumberjack Show; celebrity cross-cut
sawing contest; chainsaw artist; the

Start your fair planning

Can’t wait to plan your day(s) at the
fair? Check out our fair program
online at www.in.gov/statefair/fair/
entertainment/daily.html.

Fun guides

There are fun guides available at
various locations throughout the
state. You can pick one up any

of the following discount ticket
locations: Indiana Wal-Mart stores,
CVS/pharmacy stores, county farm
bureau offices or the Marten House
Hotel. If you can’t find one there,
send your request with your name
and mailing address to Lacey at
Imehling@indianastatefair.com or
call 317-927-7524.

Tickets and midway wristbands
Get your discount midway wristbands
and general admission tickets online
at www.in.gov/statefair/fair/
entertainment/midway.html.

Tree Top Gift Shop and other tree-
related fun.

There are plenty of non-tree events,
too, including:
* Marcan Tigers of India
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Help knows no boundaries at Owen
County disaster relief office

Working at a disaster assistance

office has provided new insight and
appreciation by those state employees
who staffed the office. And those who
worked at the Owen County office were

Woody provides an Owen County citizen
with contact information for FEMA.

quick to offer their endorsement of the
one-stop relief effort.

“It wasn’t a pleasure to do this, but it
has been a blessing,” remarked Vickie
Woody a DFR employee who usually
serves as a state eligibility manager

in the Vigo Region. “It was a real
good experience. [ hope I don’t have
to do it again, but if asked, I would.”
Woody directed the state’s disaster
assistance efforts for Owen County.
The temporary office was located in the
Spencer Elementary School.

The school housed federal, state and
local relief operations, such as FEMA,
departments of agriculture (state and
federal), housing, health, revenue,
insurance and Workforce Development;
FSSA’s Division of Family Resources,
Red Cross and Office of Technology.
And there were local representatives
from State Farm and Indiana Farm
Bureau insurance companies who set
up shop at the school.

At disaster relief offices across southern
Indiana, people could sign up with
FEMA, get housing vouchers, apply

for unemployment benefits and/or food
stamps, to name a few of the services.
During the first week, Woody estimated
about 400 people took advantage of

the services offered through the Owen
County office.

Woody added that Spencer community
school administrators and the
maintenance staff were very helpful.
They gave Woody and her troops access
to the building so they would not have to
wait for someone to unlock the building
in the morning and lock it in the evening.
The office was open Monday through
Saturday from 7:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.

“State workers have been awesome,
showing up on time and staying until we
close the doors,” commented Woody.
And the doors seldom closed at 7 p.m.

Mark Manley, a LAN administrator
with the Office of Technology, worked
at three different offices — Martinsville,
Brown and Owen counties. “Working
at these offices, you see a different
mentality with state employees,” said
Manley. “There have been a few times
when people have dropped in just
when we were ready to close and no
one complained. Instead, the workers
served the people as though the office
was going to be open all night.” He
added that one evening at 7:40 p.m., a
family came into the Martinsville office
to apply for food stamps. The office
remained open until their application
was completed.

“One of the Red Cross volunteers, who
has worked disaster sites for several
years, commented to us that in all of
her travels, this is the first time she has
seen a group of state agencies come
together and provide combined services

(Continued on pg. 4)

One-stop office made
all the difference
in Shelbyville

When Trenna, a Shelby County
woman, recently wandered into the
Shelbyville High School, she was
overwhelmed by all the services
offered her. Lined up and ready to help
her were federal, state and local disaster
relief agencies, all in one spot.

“She came in and said she had lost
everything in the flood,” explained
Gayl Wilkins, a Benefits Specialist
in State Personnel Department. “She
said she operated a day care for nine
children out of her home, and a friend
told her to stop by, even though she
didn’t think it would do any good.”
Wilkins said she took the lady by the
hand and walked her to each agency,
saying at each stop, ‘This is available
here. Do you want to talk to them?”

“Once we had taken her to all of

the agencies, she was in tears,” said
Wilkins. “She was amazed at all the
help that was available to her. She came
expecting nothing and got everything.”

The next day, Trenna called the office
and asked that someone come out to
her vehicle. When they reached the car,
Trenna said, ““You did so much for me,
[ wanted to thank you somehow.”

She thanked them by providing them
a home-cooked meal, something most
of the disaster relief workers had not
had for several days. The meal included
fried chicken, mashed potatoes and
gravy, green beans and fresh fruit.
Wilkins said that Trenna told them she
put plastic gloves on her daycare kids,
gave them plastic knives and they cut
up the watermelon. Wilkins admitted
that Trenna left in tears the first time
they met, but this time, it was the
workers from the disaster office who
were in tears. It seems help in Shelby
County, is a two-way street.
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Continued from pg. 1
Indiana State Fair

* Indiana’s Got Game - an Indiana
high school sports experience

* International Circus Hall of Fame

* GM presents JUMP! The
Ultimate Dog Show

» Goat Mountain

* Livestock Nursery

* The Wacky Wheeler

* Garfield presents “Happy
Birthday to Me (Aug. 11)”

* Demolition Derby/fireworks
(Aug. 17)

Remember this summer for what you
had, not what you didn’t. One trip to
the Indiana State Fair just might make
all the difference.

State Fair entertainment

There is a ton of great entertainment
on stages all around the grounds.
Check out who is playing in the
Hoosier Lottery Grandstand:

Aug.7 Jessica Simpson

Aug. 8 Carrie Underwood with
Keith Anderson

Aug. 9 Daughtry with the
Virgin Millionaires

Aug. 10 Backstreet Boys

Aug. 12 Sugarland with
Joe Nichols

Aug. 13 Garrison Keillor with
guest Suzy Bogguss

Governor Mitch
Daniels visited with
nurses and staff

at the Columbus
Regional Hospital on
July 16. The hospital
was devastated by
recent flooding, but
the Carolinas MED-
1 mobile emergency
room unit is NOW on
site to provide care
for area citizens.

Employee takes her own advice

The devastation from the floods in
southern Indiana got the best of Marcia
Fair. “I finally told myself that ‘if it
bothers you that much, you’d better

do something,’” she said. And she did.
She organized a week-long community
collection that sent a bulging 20 ft. box
truck, overflowing with much-needed

supplies to flood
victims.

She made phone calls
and went door-to-door
to local businesses

in Winchester.

She did not solicit —
contributions from the
businesses, but asked
that each employee
from each business
donate one item and
take it to the Main
Street Christian
Church. From there, ==

needed by the flood victims. And she
bought those items from local businesses.
In addition, she received checks totaling
$500 for the Red Cross.

The day Governor Daniels’ office sent
the box truck, members of the basketball
team lugged the collection from the

she made flyers Fair, a state eligibility consultant with the Randolph
County Division of Family Resources (second from the
right in the front row), is pictured with her helpers.

and stood outside
Wal-Mart with two
other adults and four
members of the Winchester High School
basketball team. They asked shoppers

to take the list, purchase one item from
the list and bring it back outside for the
collection. A local car dealer lent them a
new truck to put the items in. However,
two hours later, the truck was full and

so was a Jeep. The items were taken to
the basement of the church for storage.
People also gave money -- $1,000

— which Fair used to purchase items

church basement to the parking lot. The
collection included 74 large boxes that
contained nonperishable food items, baby
food and formula, sheets, towels, hygiene
items, 50 pairs of flip flops, 300 bottles
of cleaning supplies than 100 bottles

of bleach. They also hauled out 150

cases of water. Members of the sheriff’s
office, including a jailer, deputy and one
offender, helped load the truck.
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Help knows no boundaries at Owen County

like we are doing,” said Dave Wilson,
compensation consultant for State
Personnel Department.

“Everyone’s crossed over lines, helping
one another,” added Woody. “We have
also learned how important we (state
agencies) are to each other.” Woody,
Manley, Wilson and Brenda Lowder,
with the Department of Workforce
Development, all agreed that they
learned from each other — what

their agencies do, how to fill out the
necessary applications and how much
they need one another.

They also learned (or maybe were
reminded) how resilient Hoosiers can

be. “One woman rode here on her horse
because none of her vehicles were
working and she wanted to get her FEMA
application filed,” reported Wilson.

Another couple watched as her father’s
house was washed away, with him in

it. Their home was also taken by the
flood, but they were able to get out.

For two days they did not know the
whereabouts of her father. Eventually
they were reunited, but not before her
husband suffered a heart attack. He
continues to recover. In the meantime,
she is fixing food and taking to the local
Methodist Church to help, in her words,
“those less fortunate.”

“Probably 50 percent of the people
who have been in here do not have any
insurance, maybe have $20 to $30 in
their pocket, no savings account, no
checking account, basically they have
lost everything,” said Wilson. Woody
finished his sentence by saying, “Yet,
so many would not apply for help
because they would say, ‘Someone else
needs it more.””

Then there are stories of state workers,
staffing the disaster relief offices and
how they not only helped at the offices,
but went above the call of duty. Like,
one day a man came in one of the
offices on an extremely busy day and
after meeting with each agency, it was
determined he didn’t qualify for any
help. However, he only had $3 and had
no other money or means of getting
any for another two weeks, but needed
another $12 to get his prescription. One
of the state employees dipped into his
own pocket and gave the man the $12
he needed. Another employee at the
Martinsville office paid for a woman’s
license plates because she did not have
the money.

There are countless other stories of
Hoosier hospitality. And for those who
worked in those disaster relief offices,
they witnessed the hospitality or they
themselves were part of it.

Quit 2 Win is back

contest runs from Sept. 15 to Oct. 15.

allowed per person.

Quit 2 Win encourages tobacco users to pledge to quit for 30 days. The

The Quit 2 Win contest is a collaboration between INShape Indiana, Indiana
State Department of Health and Indiana Tobacco Prevention and Cessation.

Participants are defined as any person (18 years or older and a legal resident
of Indiana) who uses tobacco daily and pledges to stop using tobacco during
this period. Contest entries must be received no later than Sept. 1. One entry

The Quit 2 Win contest offers cash prizes of $2,500, $1,500 and $1,000
provided by Indianapolis Woman Magazine. Winners will be drawn at random
and will be tested to make sure they are tobacco-free to be eligible to claim a
prize. Official contest rules are posted at www.INShape.in.gov.

IEDC gleans money and
goods for flood victims

The floods came and the fundraising
began. Indiana Economic
Development Corporation (IEDC)
employees across the state donated
cleaning supplies, nonperishable
foods, doggie treats, kitty litter and
money to help flood victims.

Terri Van Zant, IEDC’s Director of
Development Finance, spearheaded

the efforts. For three weeks she led

the charge to get employees involved.
Van Zant explained that IEDC allows
employees to wear jeans to work on the
last Friday of the month, for a price.
Money collected for Jeans Day goes to
a different charity each month. In June,
the Morgan County Animal Shelter
was selected. Employees were quick to
respond and brought in dog food, doggie
treats, kitty litter and $140 in cash.

But the next week, Van Zant, was
back with another offer: wear jeans
and bring in cleaning supplies and/or
cash. As a result, Gleaners Food Bank
received $115 cash and cleaning
supplies.

And the third week, Van Zant issued
a challenge between divisions for a
combination of pantry foods and cash.

The spirited competition between
eight teams of IEDC employees
netted $1,860 in cash and in-kind food
donations. Again, Gleaners Food Bank
was the recipient.

“When companies like Cummins (in
Columbus) shut down because of the
floods, it creates a ripple across the
communities,” reflected Van Zant. “If
a company is closed, employees don’t
work, stores are impacted, services
may not be available and supplies
might not be there. We need to be
cognizant of this and be ready to help.
We’re fortunate that IEDC has a lot of
big hearts. I was glad everyone pitched
in and helped out,” she added.
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Auqust classifieds

Please respect the following rules

when submitting items:

*  Ads are limited to state employees
only.

*  Contact information must include
either a phone number with area
code (home or cell, no state
numbers) or a home e-mail address.

*  Submit ads via e-mail to
spdcommunications@spd.in.gov,
information must be included in the
body of the e-mail, no photos or
attachments. No bold or italic type,
no ALL CAPS.

»  Limit one ad per employee per issue;
each ad has a limit of three items.

*  Deadline is the 10th of the month
prior to the next issue.

»  If garage sale, need to list times, date,
street address and town.

*  No selling of animals; but will list
“free” animals.

e No real estate, for sale or rent,
including mobile homes, manufactured
housing, timeshares, etc.

*  No Avon, Mary Kay, vitamins, etc.

*  No businesses or professional
services (i.e., tax preparation, car
repair, etc.).

e Ads will run for one issue only.

»  State Personnel Department staff
reserves the right to edit and/or
refuse any ads.

1998 Toyota Sienna van; PW/DL/CC/TW,
Captain seats, runs great, 177K mi. $4,500.
Call Dave, 317-894-5549 or e-mail hayesd@
ameritech.net

1997 Jeep Grand Cherokee Laredo 4X4; red,
tinted windows, runs good. $2,250 obo. E-
mail DLSmith1969@sbcglobal.net or leave
message, 317-897-0565.

2003 Corvette convertible; 50th Anniversary
Special Edition, burgundy red, slate interior,
leather seating & interior appointments, Cor-
vette- embroidered seats & specific exterior
emblems, 1 of 250 cars w/ options selected,
traction & magnetic Select Ride controls

on Titanium 50th ann. wheels, Goodyear

F1 tires, CD & electronic Heads-up dis-
play, 6-speed man trans w/ 325hp, 5.7L V-8
engine, adjustable power leather seating,
certified instrument gauges, Bose premium
sound system, excellent condition. 36K mi.
$40,115. E-mail larryyeager@hotmail.com

or call Larry L. Yeager, PE, 765-998-7554.

Women’s 24 bike; used twice, 24 inch. $50
obo. CB radio; new, enhanced power anten-
nas for truck or car. $75. Antique pineapple
post bed; full size. $125. Call 812-405-2149
after 6 p.m. or leave msg., e-mail carosu29@
comcast.net

Oak laminate, drop-leaf kitchen table; good
condition. $40. Call 317-271-8335 or 317-
313-5855.

Angel, complete first season DVD box set;
excellent condition, only viewed once. $20.
Call Lynne, 317-727-7847.

Juvenile books (grades 3-7); 100+ in collec-
tion, Great for upper elementary or interme-
diate school teacher or parent. From $.50 to
$3.50 ea., make offer for full set. Contact
musicman411@yahoo.com or 317- 652-
6957.

Igloo bird brooder; used very little. $250
obo. In Vincennes. Call 812-886-6294 after
2 pm or leave message.

Upright piano; great condition except for
some chips on ivory keys. $200 obo. Call
317-788-6324 or e-mail slcdolphin@sbc-
global.net.

94 Formula Firebird; black w/ gray interior,
excellent condition , LT1 engine 6 speed.
$3,000. Call 317-487-5717 or 317-748-0817.

2006 Harley Davidson Heritage Softail
Classic; Bassani 2 into 1 Road Rage, EFI
air, extra chrome, passenger floorboards, less
than 8K mi. $15,000 or pay off which ever is
less. In Seymour. Call 219-743-5924.

Alto saxophone & case; $395. Blackberry
w/ home & car chargers; $50. Contact Shan-
non, saaaalopez@aol.com or 765-618-1998.

Honda, 1980 CB 750 F Supersport motor-
cycle; runs & looks great. $600 obo. Contact
Gary, 317-881-0952, or Rtloverl1@yahoo.
com

Rottweiler mix, 6 mos. old; free. Shepherd
mix; 10 mos. old; free. Floor-to-ceiling en-
tertainment center for big screen or smaller
TV; great condition, light colored oak. $350

obo. Southside Indy. Call 317-373—-6898.

2006 Chevy Trailblazer; LT, 4 x 4, fully
loaded, all power, sun roof, climate control,
CD player, heated seats, leather interior, still
under warranty, On Star access, 30K mi.
$17,800. Contact Larry Harvey, 317-787-
9555 or 317-694-3744.

Window fan w/expanders; 3 speed, Holmes
squirrel cage blower. $15. Wayne 1/3 HP
pedestal sump pump for 12” or larger pit.
$35. Large dog kennel/play pen; 17x17x 4ft,
aluminum frame & fence, double door. $330.
Call 317-738-2991.

Four 16” rims & tires for full size Dodge
truck. $400 obo. Contact Marie at 317-531-
6385.

20 ft Shasta Travel Camping Trailer; needs
work. $150 obo. Call 317-345-5007 or e-
mail cavyqueen2@yahoo.com

2 futons with covers; excellent condition;
queen, $50; full $35; both $75. Call Linda,
317-639-0137, no calls after 9 pm.

Two adult 2-day Go Chicago card & guide-
book; good at multiple attractions in Chi-

cago, visit www.gochicagocard.com,good
until 12/31/08; $165. Call 317-786-0629.

Ford Ranger; 2000 V6, ext. cab, auto, AC,
CD, 4 door, bed liner, 73K mi. $5,950. Call
317-402-5699.

1996 Ford Taurus; new tires, brake pads &
fuel filter; replaced engine March 08 & spark
plugs & wires. $2,100. Call 317-727-1226.

Sony Surround Sound System: receiver, sub-
woofer, center speaker, front & rear speakers
w/stands, remote control, wires, 5 disc CD
player. $350. Sony Wega Triniton TV; $250.
Contact Jason, 219-406-8359.

1994 Coachman Catalina Sport 20’ Class C
motorhome; good condition, sleeps 6, AC &
furnace, 2 sinks, potty, shower/tub combo,
3-way fridge, stove, table; 76K mi. $10,000
obo. Selling parts incl fridge, wheels, Ford
engine that needs fuel pump of 1987 Tioga
Fleetwood; make offer. Call 765-210-1588
after 5 pm or e-mail fordci@hotmail.com
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DNR employee quietly aids in recovery efforts
The following is the text of a letter received from Chris McCartt, Battalion Chief with the New Castle Fire Department.
It is in reference to the voluntary efforts of Larry Ahlersmeyer, a .

Department of Natural Resources employee. He is Property Manager
with Summit Lake State Park. The Battalion Chief used to work at the
state park with Ahlersmeyer (Ahlersmeyer is perched on the beam in
the photo, working to recover a flood victim):

In the early morning hours of June 4, Henry County, like much of
Indiana, received a large amount of rain in a short period of time. The
excessive rain caused many rivers and streams in Henry County to
overflow their banks. The violent flow of these waterways resulted in the
collapse of some bridges. At approximately 6:30 a.m. two vehicles drove
off a collapsed bridge on County Road 250 North. Fortunately no one
was injured in these accidents.

At approximately 10:20 that same morning, a report came in of a vehicle

in the same waterway. This vehicle was downstream approximately one half mile from the collapsed bridge. I was nearly a
mile away and arrived on the scene very quickly. The landowner led myself and two law enforcement officers to the partially
submerged vehicle located at the back of his property, about a quarter of mile off the roadway. One law enforcement officer
confirmed this was not either of the vehicles that had gone off the bridge at 6:30. A portion of the trunk, rear window and roof
were the only parts of the vehicle visible in the torrent of water flowing through the usually shallow and placid stream.

This incident was not located in the New Castle Fire Department s response area; however, our department is the only one
in the county that has the equipment needed to gain access to the vehicle. As I began to assess the situation, I noticed Larry
Ahlersmeyer walking along the bank of the river toward me. I have known Larry for several years and knew he was well
versed in the skills required for this situation. By the time my Rescue Unit arrived on the scene, Larry and I had formulated a
plan for setting up a rope system to get a rescuer to the vehicle.

Thanks in large part to Larry, we quickly set up the rope system and safely reached the vehicle. Unfortunately, the occupant
of the vehicle was unresponsive in the back seat, having apparently drowned prior to our notification of the accident. The
rescuer was brought back to shore and plans were initiated to remove the victim from the vehicle. Once again, Larry s
assistance in planning, establishing and operating the rope recovery system cannot be overstated. The system was rigged and
the victim was removed from the vehicle with little difficulty. Once the recovery was complete, Larry helped disassemble the
rope system and then he quietly left.

With limited qualified man power available on the scene, the entire operation could not have been accomplished with the
expediency, efficiency and safety that it was without the knowledge and skills that Larry provided. He remained calm in a
stressful situation that required intense focus and his confident presence relaxed many of the untrained responders he worked
with while rigging the rope systems. His assistance on the scene was immensely invaluable. Summit Lake, Henry County and
the State of Indiana are truly blessed to have an individual of Larry’s caliber in their service. He is an extremely multifaceted
man who humbly loans his skills to the community when they are needed.

The anxiety of the situation was greatly relieved when I saw Larry approaching me on the river bank that day. While there was nothing
any of us could do for the occupant of the vehicle, Larry s actions on the scene were nothing less than heroic. While I pray a situation
such as this never arises again, I also pray that if it is does and I see an individual walking toward me, it’s Larry Ahlersmeyer.

To order your
tickets, contact
Matt Guay at 317-
269-3545 ext. 250,
e-mail mguay@
IndyIndians.com or

@ The Torch is published
monthly by the State Personnel
Department.
Submit your story idedas in an e-mail
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