
                   Trent Deckard and the Absentee Rodeo! 
-Absentee in General:

· Absentee voting (mail or in-person) has become increasingly utilized for convenience due to busy schedules, travel and military service overseas.  
· In 2014, 16% of those voting did so by voting absentee.
· 228,932 individuals voted absentee by mail or in-person.
· Absentee voting also begins the “election season” and is often where ballot and other errors are detected and serves as a trial-run for Election Day. 
-Absentee Board Management:
· Each county election board must appoint as many absentee voter boards as it believes necessary to administer absentee voting in the county.  Board consists of 2 people, one appointed from each of the two major political parties. 
· A county may have more than one board, but the key is that they are bi-partisan.

· The county election board must inform the chair of how many boards need appointments no later than 10 days before absentee voting begins.
· The county chair of each party makes nominations for appointment to an absentee voter board no later than 3 days before absentee voting begins.  

· The county election board must appoint the nominee.

· Why is this important?  Frankly, county board administers absentee voting for the entire county (in-person, absentee-mail).  Not careful enough planning can lead to delay and code violations with timely responses to applications

· Important to assess how many boards may be needed to do ALL the functions of absentee voting, according to Indiana code.
· Absentee Voter Board Qualifications: be a registered voter of the county; be able to read, write and speak the English language; may not have any property bet or wagered on the outcome of the election; may not be a candidate to be voted for at the election, except as an unopposed candidate for precinct committeeman or state convention delegate; may not be the spouse, parent, father-in-law, mother-in-law, child, son-in-law, daughter-in-law, grandparent, brother, sister, brother-in-law, sister-in-law, uncle, aunt, nephew or niece of a candidate.  Any relationship that is the result of birth, marriage or adoption would disqualify a person who is the relative or an opposed candidate from working.
· Issue: “We don’t have enough absentee boards.  What can we do?”  Talk to county council (fiscal body) about your appropriation.  Also the chairs of the parties.
-Forms:
-There are various applications for those wishing to vote absentee and the main applications are:

1. ABS-Attorney General

2. ABS-In Person (English and Spanish)

3. ABS-Mail (English and Spanish)
4. ABS-Traveling Board

5. ABS-15 (Military and Overseas Voters)

-It is important to educate candidates, political activists, and parties’ that a person who receives a completed absentee ballot application from another person must file the application with the county election board by noon 10 days after receiving it, or by the application deadline.

-Qualifications for voting absentee in-person:


An otherwise qualified voter of the county can cast an absentee ballot in person without stating a reason for doing so.  The voter will need to present Photo ID.
-Qualifications for voting absentee by mail:
A voter may vote by absentee ballot by mail if the voter expects to be:

1) Absent from the county on Election Day and has a specific, reasonable expectation of being absent during the entire 12 hours that the polls are open;

2) Absent from the precinct of the voter’s residence on Election Day because of working as a precinct election officer, a watcher, a challenger or pollbook holder, or as a person employed by an election board to administer the election for which the absentee ballot is requested;

3) Confined on Election Day to the voter’s residence, to a health care facility, or to a hospital because of an illness or injury during the entire 12 hours that the polls are open;

4) A voter with disabilities;

5) An elderly voter (a voter at least 65 years of age);

6) Prevented from voting due to the voter’s care of an individual confined to a private residence because of illness or injury during the entire 12 hours that the polls are open;

7) Scheduled to work at the person’s regular place of employment during the entire twelve (12) hours that the polls are open;

8) Prevented from voting due to observance of a religious discipline or religious holiday during the entire 12 hours the polls are open; or 

(9) Participates in the Attorney General’s address confidentiality program (for domestic abuse). 

(10) A voter who is a member of the military or public safety officer.

-Qualifications to vote by traveling board: 


-Applicant expects to be confined due to illness or injury; expects to be caring for a confined person at a private residence; or a voter with disabilities who believes the voter’s polling place is not accessible.

-Special timelines for absentee applications this primary:

March 21, 2015: Deadline for the county election board to mail primary election absentee ballots to voters who have previously filed an application with circuit court clerk. Ballots sent out each day thereafter by the absentee boards as qualified applications received.

April 7, 2015: First day of in-person absentee voting in the clerk’s office or at satellite voting.

April 23, 2015: First day of traveling boards for confined voters or those caring for confined voters.
April 25, 2015: First day of at least 7 hours for in-person voting, unless a reduction resolution adopted.

April 27, 2015 at 11:59 p.m.: for clerk to receive an absentee application for a voter wishing to vote absentee by mail.

May 2, 2015: Second day of at least 7 hours of in-person voting.

May 4, 2015 noon: for clerk to receive absentee ballot applications from confined voters or those caring for a confined voter, from military/overseas voters requesting to vote an absentee ballot before an absentee voter board.

May 5, 2015: PRIMARY ELECTION DAY
*An absentee ballot from an overseas voter or a military voter who is stationed outside of US will not be considered as arriving too late to be counted if the ballot is postmarked no later than election day and is received by the noon 10 day deadline for counting provisional ballots.
-Remaking teams for damaged absentee ballots or military or overseas voters
· If a ballot card is damaged or defective so that it cannot be properly counted by the automatic tabulating machines, then a remake team composed of 1 person from each party shall prepare the card so that it can be counted.  

· This can be done at the precinct level OR in central count, by a bipartisan team appointed by the county election board.

· This process can be repeated for absentee ballots from military or overseas voters that cannot be processed.

· Each duplicate card will be marked “duplicate” and given a serial number.
-Processing Absentee Ballot lists in a Central Count County
1.  When the inspector obtains the poll list from the county election board, the inspector will also receive a list of names of voters who cast an absentee ballot in person or returned an absentee ballot by mail for the precinct.  On Election Day, the county election board may send the inspector a supplemental list of names of voters who voted absentee after the preparation of the first list of absentee voters delivered with the poll list.  Any supplemental list must be delivered no later than 3:00 p.m. (local time).

2.  As part of preparing the polling place for voting, the inspector shall process the list of absentee voters delivered with the poll list by notifying any challenger or poll book holder present of an absentee voter’s name and address on the list.  Where the list indicates the voter has returned an absentee ballot to the county election board, the inspector shall then mark the poll list next to a voter’s name, in the presence of the poll clerks, indicating that the voter has voted absentee.  The poll clerks shall sign the statement at the bottom of the certified list of absentee voters indicating that the inspector marked the poll list as required.

3.  If an absentee ballot courier team delivers a supplemental list of absentee voters to the inspector on Election Day, the inspector should process the supplemental list in the same manner as described above.

4.  If the inspector receives a “Uniform Services Voter Registration Certificate” (ABS-11) from the county election board, the inspector should attach the ABS-11 to the back of the poll list.  The ABS-11 certifies that a military voter voted in the clerk’s office after the poll list was prepared, pursuant to a special procedure.

5. If while marking the poll list next to a voter’s name to indicate that a voter has voted absentee the inspector determines that the voter has previously voted in person at the precinct on Election Day, then the inspector shall indicate on the list of absentee voters next to the voter’s name that the voter has “voted in person at the precinct.”

6.  After the first list of absentee voters, and any supplemental list, have been marked in the poll list as described above, the inspector shall place the lists of absentee voters, and any challenge affidavit (PRE-4) filed against an absentee voter, in the envelope provided by the county election board for that purpose.  The inspector and poll clerks shall sign a statement on the envelope indicating that the inspector and poll clerks have processed the lists of absentee voters as required.  The absentee ballot courier team shall then return the envelope to the county election board so that the county can begin counting returned absentee ballots.
-Processing Absentee Ballots at the Precinct
1. Make sure that the ballots are from the voters of that precinct by removing the list of voters who have cast absentee ballots from the outer carrier envelope and checking a few names against the poll list. 

2. Sign a receipt for the absentee ballots that are delivered from the county election board.

3. Remove all other materials from the outer carrier envelope in which the ballots were delivered.

· Check each ballot envelope to make sure that the envelope is complete, signed and dated. Compare the signature on the absentee ballot envelopes with the signatures on the absentee ballot applications. State law does not require that the voter’s signature on the absentee ballot envelope be notarized.

· If the ballot envelope was completed by an individual who holds a power of attorney for the voter, the name of the attorney-in-fact must be indicated on the envelope and a copy of the power of attorney attached to the absentee ballot application. 

4. Check the poll list to make sure that the absentee voter is a registered and qualified voter of the precinct. When checking the poll list, make certain that the voter has not already voted in person at the polls in this election.
5. Announce the absentee voter’s name. The poll clerks will make a notation on the poll list that the voter has voted absentee.

6. Open each ballot envelope, remove the ballot(s) without unfolding or defacing the ballot(s). Check each ballot for the signature and seal of the circuit court clerk and the initials of the members of the absentee voter board or county election board.

7. Place the ballot in the ballot box.
___________________________________________________________________



Got a question, partner?  Write tdeckard@iec.in.gov and     get that answer corralled today.
