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Senate Enrolled Act (SEA) 2 – Public Law 144-2019 
School Bus Safety 
 
Provides that the court may assess a safe schools fee, of at least $200 but not more than $1,000, to an 
individual convicted of recklessly passing a school bus when the stop arm is extended.  Provides that 25% 
of the safe schools fees collected by a city or town court shall be deposited in the city's or town's general 
fund.  ICs 33-37-5-18(b) & 33-37-7-8(f) effective July 1, 2019  
 
 
SEA 4 – Public Law 15-2019 
Water and Wastewater Utilities and Runoff 
 
Establishes a storm water management task force to study issues related to storm water management 
systems.  Provides for the task force to consist of: (1) two members of the senate; (2) two members of the 
house; and (3) other members appointed by the governor.  Requires the task force to issue a report setting 
forth its findings and recommendations not later than December 1, 2019.  Provides that the Indiana finance 
authority (IFA) shall coordinate the executive branch activities related to the state's water programs.  
Prescribes the duties of the authority in serving in this role.  Requires the IFA to divide Indiana into study 
areas and to hold annual meetings with the officers and employees of the water and wastewater utilities 
located in each study area.  Authorizes the utilities within a study area to meet voluntarily to determine area 
water and wastewater priorities, promote cooperation among the utilities, and consider other matters. 
Requires biennial reports from the utilities of each study area and from the IFA on the cooperative activities 
of the utilities.   
 
Provides that a utility applying to the IFA for a loan, a grant, or other financial assistance must demonstrate 
that its officers and employees have participated in study area activities.  Requires every water utility, at 
least once in each calendar year, to perform an audit of its water distribution system to determine the causes 
of the water utility's "non-revenue water" (the difference between the amount of water entering the utility's 
distribution system and the amount of water received by the water utility's customers).  In even-numbered 
years, requires the results of the annual audit to be verified by an independent evaluator and reported to 
the IFA and requires the IFA to issue a report concerning the audit results.  Specifies that: (1) customer 
specific data, including information excluded from public access under Indiana's access to public records 
act; and (2) a required cybersecurity plan; submitted in connection with an application for a permit for a 
public water system or a wastewater treatment plant is exempt from the requirement that certain required 
analyses and plans must be made publicly available.  Amends the definition of "customer lead service line 
improvement".  Effective April 10, 2019 
 
 
SEA 7 – Public Law 109-2019 
Marion County Capital Improvement Board  
 
Provides for the expansion of the professional sports development area (tax area) in Marion County.  
Provides for the capture of covered taxes in the expanded tax area.  Authorizes the city-county council to 
adopt a resolution that continues imposition of the increase to the county supplemental auto rental excise 
tax through December 31, 2040.  Authorizes the city-county council to adopt a resolution that continues 
imposition of the increase to the county admissions tax through December 31, 2040.  Authorizes the city- 
county council to adopt a resolution that continues the capture of local income taxes attributable to the tax 
area through December 31, 2040.  Provides that revenues available for deposit in the sports and convention 
facilities operating fund may be pledged to secure and provide for the payment of bond or lease obligations 
of the board.  Permits the Indianapolis metropolitan development commission or capital improvement board 
to adjust the equal opportunity percentages to reflect the results of a disparity study conducted by the City 
of Indianapolis.  Provides that if restricted deposits are insufficient to fully repay the board's obligations, 
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revenues collected by the board from certain taxes must be used.  Establishes an additional professional 
sports development area in Marion County to capture state and local revenue for capital improvements.   
 
Provides for the issuance of indebtedness to finance a multipurpose soccer stadium subject to budget 
committee review.  Provides that the Indiana stadium and convention building authority, the Marion County 
capital improvement board, and the Marion County convention and recreational facilities authority may not 
require a contractor or a subcontractor to enter into a contract limitation and may not grant a public benefit 
relating to any project that is financed in whole or in part from funds derived from the establishment of a 
new tax area under the bill.  Provides that any such provisions are void.  Establishes the legacy project, 
which must be located at an Indianapolis parks and recreation department location located within a four 
mile radius of the Soldiers' and Sailors' Monument in Indianapolis.  Effective April 29, 2019 
 
 
SEA 22 – Public Law 27-2019 
Pension Matters 
 
Makes additional conforming changes with previous legislation for the purpose of allowing a retired member 
of PERF or TRF to make partial withdrawals from the member's annuity savings account.  Rephrases 
provisions concerning the election to begin receiving PERF or TRF benefits while employed that applies to 
certain elected officials and other employees who have attained the age of 70. Rephrases the method for 
calculating service credit for leaves of absence taken by PERF members.  Provides that money in the 
pension relief fund may be used for reasonable administrative expenses approved by the Indiana public 
retirement system.  Rephrases certain provisions in the statutes governing the public employees' defined 
contribution plan and the teachers' defined contribution plan to remove references to the annuity savings 
accounts in PERF and TRF, which are no longer used to implement the two defined contribution plans.   
 
Adds the public employees' defined contribution plan and the teachers' defined contribution plan to the list 
of public pension and retirement funds that comprise the Indiana public retirement system.  Provides that 
assets of the judges' retirement system and the prosecuting attorneys retirement fund are exempt from 
legal process and that a member may assign benefit payments only for certain medical insurance premiums 
and association dues for certain associations.  Specifies that any postretirement benefit increase to the 
PERF part of a prosecuting attorney's retirement benefit has no effect on the part of the retirement benefit 
that is paid from the prosecuting attorneys retirement fund.  Makes clarifying additions to certain provisions 
of the 1977 police officers' and firefighters' pension and disability fund relating to the purchase of service 
credit by or on behalf of members.  Effective July 1, 2019 
 
 
SEA 79 – Public Law 271-2019 
Rights of Police Officers 
 
Adds provisions establishing minimum due process and personnel rights of a full-time, paid, 
nonprobationary member of a police department (member) who is the subject of: (1) an internal 
investigation; or (2) an investigation of a complaint.  Adds provisions regarding a member's (1) political 
activity; and (2) disclosure of property and assets.  Effective July 1, 2019 
 
 
SEA 80 – Public Law 211-2019 
Code Revision Corrections 
 
Addresses problems in the Indiana Code not suitable for resolution in the annual Technical Corrections bill, 
including corresponding amendment to certain percentages and overly broad or ambiguous language. 
Resolves technical conflicts between various enrolled acts passed during the 2019 legislative session.  



NEWLY ENACTED LEGISLATION 
 

Indiana State Board of Accounts  ILMCT Annual Conference – 2019 
 

 

   

Corrects technical errors in various enrolled acts passed during the 2019 legislative session.  Effective July 
1, 2019 
 
 
SEA 85 – Public Law 146-2019 
1977 Fund Retirement & Surviving Spouse Benefits 
 
Increases the basic monthly pension benefit payable to a member of the 1977 police officers' and 
firefighters' pension and disability fund (1977 fund) who retires after June 30, 2019, with 20 years of service 
from 50% to 52% of the monthly salary of a first class patrolman or firefighter in the year the member ended 
active service. Increases from 60% to 70% of the member's monthly benefit the monthly benefit paid to a 
surviving spouse of a 1977 fund member who dies after June 30, 2019, other than in the line of duty.  
Effective July, 1, 2019 
 
 
SEA 94 – Public Law 212-2019 
Annexation – Interim Study Committee 
 
Urges the legislative council to assign the topic of municipal annexation to the appropriate interim study 
committee during the 2019 interim. 
 
 
SEA 142 – Public Law 3-2019 
Building Permits 
 
Prohibits a building commissioner, building code official, or inspector for a local unit of government (unit) 
from issuing a building permit when the building commissioner, building code official, or inspector has a 
direct or indirect financial interest in the issuance of the permit.  Requires a unit to adopt an ordinance to 
establish a procedure to address instances where a building commissioner, building code official, or 
inspector has a direct or indirect financial interest in the issuance of a permit.  Adds IC 36-1-27 effective 
July 1, 2019 
  
 
SEA 172 – Public Law 111-2019 
Survivor Health Coverage 
 
Provides that, if the employer of a public safety officer who dies in the line of duty after June 30, 2019, offers 
health coverage for active employees, the employer shall offer to provide and pay for health coverage under 
the plan covering active employees for the surviving spouse and each natural child, stepchild, and adopted 
child of the public safety officer.  Provides that health coverage for a surviving child continues: (1) until the 
child becomes 18 years of age; (2) until the child becomes 23 years of age, under certain circumstances; 
or (3) during the entire period of the child's physical or mental disability; whichever period is longest.  
Changes the application date from a death occurring after June 30, 2019, to a death occurring after 
December 31, 2017.  Requires the department of local government finance to establish a state address 
confidentiality form to be used to restrict access to the home address of certain persons.  Adds to the 
definition of "covered person" the surviving spouse of a covered person if the person is killed in the line of 
duty.  Provides that the state address confidentiality form may be used when applying for address 
confidentiality.  Effective July 1, 2019 
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SEA 193 – Public Law 150-2019 
Sewer & Water Connections through Rights-of-Way 
 
Provides that a unit may not prohibit a property owner from installing a sewer line or other sewage works: 
(1) in or through a public right-of-way owned or controlled by the unit; and (2) for the purpose of connecting 
the owner's property to a sewer system owned or operated by another unit or entity; if the owner provides 
to the unit a written determination from a specified authority that the owner's existing sewage disposal 
system is failing, and if certain other conditions are met.  Provides that in the case of a connection to a 
sewer system made under these provisions, a municipality (or a board of sanitary commissioners for the 
department of sanitation in certain municipalities) that owns or operates the sewer system to which the 
connection is made may waive the requirement that the property owner must release the property owner's 
right to remonstrate against pending or future annexations of the property owner's property by the 
municipality.  Provides that a unit may not prohibit a property owner from installing a water service line or 
other water utility service infrastructure: (1) in or through a public right-of-way owned or controlled by the 
unit; and (2) for the purpose of connecting the owner's property to a waterworks owned or operated by a 
water utility other than a water utility owned or operated by the unit; if the property owner's property is 
served by a private water well, and if certain other conditions are met.  Effective May 1, 2019 
 
 
SEA 233 – Public Law 273-2019 
Business Personal Property Tax Exemption 
 
Provides that not later than 30 days prior to the filing date, the appropriate assessor shall provide notification 
to each person whose personal property is subject to assessment. Increases, from $20,000 to $40,000, the 
acquisition cost threshold for the business personal property tax exemption.  Specifies that a taxpayer who 
is eligible for a personal property tax exemption must include on the taxpayer's personal property tax return: 
(1) information concerning whether the taxpayer's business personal property within the county is in one 
location or multiple locations; and (2) an address for the location of the property.  Provides that the 
appropriate county officer designated by the county executive (rather than the assessor, under current law) 
is responsible for: (1) maintaining data files of the geographic information system characteristics of each 
parcel in the county as of each assessment date; and (2) submitting those files to the geographic information 
office of the office of technology.  Repeals provisions in current law that allow a county council to impose a 
local service fee on each person that has exempt business personal property because the business 
personal property does not exceed the acquisition threshold.  Removes outdated provisions.  Effective July 
1, 2019 
 
 
SEA 460 – Public Law 189-2019 
Broadband Development - Utilities 
 
Establishes the rural broadband fund for the purpose of awarding grants: (1) before August 1, 2019, under 
the existing statute governing grants for qualified broadband projects for unserved areas in Indiana; and (2) 
after July 31, 2019, under new procedures governing grants for eligible broadband projects for rural areas 
in Indiana.  Requires the office of community and rural affairs (office) to establish procedures for the 
awarding of grants from the fund after July 31, 2019, by state agencies to eligible broadband service 
providers for eligible broadband projects in rural areas of Indiana.  Provides that the procedures established 
by the office must establish specified priorities for the awarding of grants, based on the available Internet 
speeds in a particular area.  Provides that the procedures established by the office may not permit the 
awarding of a grant from the fund for any proposed broadband project in an area in which eligible broadband 
service is available.  Provides that the procedures established by the office may not permit the office to 
award a grant from the fund for any project in a rural area for which funding has been allocated from certain 
federal funding programs.  Provides that the procedures established by the office must establish a system 
of priorities for awarding grants, weighted as determined by the office in guidelines adopted by the office 
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that gives preference to eligible broadband projects that meet certain specified criteria.  Requires an eligible 
broadband service provider awarded a grant to sign with the office a grant agreement that: (1) outlines a 
start date and an end date for completion of the project; and (2) conditions the release of any grant funds 
on the progressive completion of the project.  Beginning in 2020, requires the office to submit to the general 
assembly an annual report on the awarding of grants under these procedures during the most recent state 
fiscal year.   
 
Provides that every three years, beginning in 2021, the state board of accounts shall conduct an audit of 
the awarding of grants from the fund during the most recent three state fiscal years.  Provides that a 
communications service provider that holds a certificate of territorial authority shall be designated as a 
public utility solely as that term is used in federal law that allows a state to exempt a public utility from the 
federal law's requirement that the state must charge fair market value for the use of real property acquired 
by the state using federal transportation funding.  Provides that the department of transportation (INDOT) 
may not charge an access rate or any other recurring charge or recurring fee for communications 
infrastructure that is located before May 1, 2019, in any rights-of-way that are owned or controlled by 
INDOT.  Specifies that INDOT may charge routine right-of-way permit fees to enter INDOT's rights-of-way 
for the maintenance of existing facilities.  Provides that the department may create a broadband corridor 
program to manage communications infrastructure along or within limited access highway rights-of-way.  
Specifies that for purposes of the broadband corridor program, "communications infrastructure" does not 
include privately owned vertical structures used primarily for providing wireless communications service.  
Provides that: (1) INDOT may not unreasonably discriminate among entities requesting access to 
broadband corridors or other INDOT controlled rights-of-way; and (2) the bill's provisions prohibiting INDOT 
from discriminating among such entities do not abrogate or limit INDOT's statutory authority to safely and 
efficiently manage and operate the state highway system and associated highway rights-of-way.  Provides 
that, before July 1, 2020, INDOT shall adopt rules to provide that, as used throughout the department's 
administrative code regarding utility facility relocation for purposes of construction contracts, "utility" has 
the meaning set forth in federal law concerning utility relocations, adjustments, and reimbursement.  
Effective July 1, 2019 
 
 
SEA 472 – Public Law 229-2019 
Utility Matters 

 
Provides that an order affecting rates of service may be entered by the utility regulatory commission (IURC) 
without a formal public hearing in the case of any public or municipally owned utility that either: (1) serves 
less than 8,000 customers; or (2) has initiated a rate case on behalf of a single division of the utility and 
that division: (A) serves less than 5,000 customers; and (B) has an IURC-approved schedule of rates and 
charges that is separate and independent from that of any other division of the utility. (Current law permits 
the IURC to enter a service rate order without a public hearing only in the case of a utility that itself serves 
less than 5,000 customers.)  Changes the term "distressed utility" to "offered utility" for purposes of statutory 
provisions regarding the acquisition of water or wastewater utilities.   
 
Makes the following changes for purposes of the statutory provisions under which a utility that acquires 
property from another utility at a cost differential may petition the IURC to include the cost differential in the 
acquiring utility's rate base:  

(1) Provides conditions for applicability of the rebuttable presumption that the cost differential is 
reasonable.  
(2) Amends the findings the IURC must make in order to approve the petition.  
(3) Provides that notice of the filing of the petition may be provided to customers of the acquiring utility 
company in a billing insert.  
(4) Requires the acquiring utility company to submit with its petition to the IURC a written description of 
how the acquiring utility will identify and make reasonable and prudent improvements necessary to 
provide safe and reliable service to customers of the offered utility.   
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Provides, for purposes of the requirement that a municipality that plans to sell or dispose of nonsurplus 
municipally owned utility property must appoint appraisers in a writing that is a public record, that a written 
contract with the appraisers or the appraisers' firms satisfies this requirement.  Provides that the municipality 
must hold a public hearing regarding the appraisal and proposed sale not later than 180 days (rather than 
90 days, under current law) after the appraisal is complete.  Amends the factors the IURC must consider in 
deciding whether the sale or disposition is in the public interest.  Provides that if, within a county containing 
a consolidated city: (1) a main sewer line is extended for the purpose of connecting one or more residential 
or commercial properties to a sanitary sewer system; and (2) the extension, when completed, will be located 
within a certain distance of the property line of a residential property served by a septic system; the Health 
and Hospital Corporation of Marion County (corporation) or its board may not order that the residential 
property served by a septic system be connected to the extension.  Provides, however, that the connection 
of a residential property served by a septic system to such an extension may be ordered if: (1) the state 
department of health; or (2) the corporation or its board; determines that the septic system serving the 
residential property is failing. Specifies that these provisions do not affect a septic tank elimination program 
approved by the IURC. Urges the legislative council to assign to an appropriate interim study committee 
the task of studying, on a statewide basis, the connection of unserved properties to sanitary sewer systems 
owned or operated by various public and private entities.  Effective May 5, 2019 
 
 
SEA 529 – Public Law 193-2019 
Agriculture Matters 

 
Provides that a county, city, town, or township may not adopt or continue in effect any ordinance, rule, 
regulation, or resolution prohibiting the establishment or maintenance of beekeeping on property that the 
person owns, rents, or leases.  Specifies that a county, city, town, or township may adopt an ordinance, 
rule, regulation, or resolution that regulates certain aspects of beekeeping.  Effective July 1, 2019 
 
 
SEA 535 – Public Law 277-2019  

Extraterritorial Powers of Muncipalities 

 

Repeals the general authority of a city or town (municipality) to regulate conduct or property use 
endangering public health, safety, and welfare within four miles outside of its municipal boundaries and 
provides that the repeal: (1) does not void such an ordinance or resolution adopted before January 1, 2019, 
or prevent the validity of such an ordinance or resolution from being challenged in a legal proceeding; and 
(2) voids such an ordinance or resolution adopted after December 31, 2018.  Repeals the general authority 
of a municipality to: (1) impose restrictions upon persons or animals in order to prevent injury or disease; 
and (2) capture and destroy animals; within four miles outside its boundaries. Voids any such ordinances 
or resolutions adopted by a municipality before July 1, 2019.  Provides that a municipality may only exercise 
eminent domain within the municipality unless a statute expressly provides otherwise.  Eliminates the 
express authority of a municipal park board to acquire property outside its boundaries by eminent domain.   
 
Provides that a municipal airport board may exercise eminent domain: (1) within four miles outside its 
municipal boundaries; and (2) more than four miles outside its municipal boundaries in order to acquire 
land contiguous to an airport that existed on January 1, 2019.  Repeals the general authority of a 
municipality to do the following with regard to watercourses located within 10 miles outside the municipal 
boundaries: (1) Change the channel of, dam, dredge, remove an obstruction in, straighten, and widen a 
watercourse. (2) Regulate the taking of water, or causing or permitting water to escape, from a watercourse. 
(3) Regulate conduct that might alter the temperature of water, or affect the flow of water, in a watercourse. 
(4) Regulate the introduction of any substance into a watercourse or onto its banks. (5) Purify the water in 
a watercourse.  Provides that the repeal of the powers in (1) through (5) regarding watercourses: (1) voids 
any municipal ordinances or resolutions adopted before July 1, 2019, that exercise those powers; (2) does 
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not affect a municipality's ability to take water from a watercourse within the 10 mile area outside its 
boundaries; and (3) does not affect a municipality's authority under these sections with regard to a municipal 
park existing on June 30, 2019, that is located within 10 miles outside the municipal boundaries.   
 
Allows a municipality to continue to exercise eminent domain to acquire property outside its boundaries, if 
it has reached a specified point in the eminent domain proceedings on January 1, 2019.  Provides that for 
comprehensive plans that were initially adopted before July 1, 2019, if the municipal plan commission 
provided in its comprehensive plan for the development of a contiguous unincorporated area, the municipal 
plan commission may continue to exercise territorial jurisdiction over that area unless the jurisdiction of the 
municipal plan commission is terminated as provided by law.  Provides that for comprehensive plans that 
are initially adopted after June 30, 2019: (1) If the municipality is located in a county that has not adopted 
a comprehensive plan covering the contiguous unincorporated area and the municipality is providing 
municipal services to the contiguous unincorporated area, the municipal plan commission may exercise 
territorial jurisdiction over that area by filing certain notices. (2) If the municipality is located in a county that 
has adopted a comprehensive plan and ordinance covering the contiguous unincorporated area, the 
municipal plan commission may exercise territorial jurisdiction over that area only if it obtains the approval 
of the county legislative body of each affected county.  Provides that the power to aid, maintain, and operate 
public parks, playgrounds, and recreation facilities and programs may be exercised by a municipality with 
regard to a municipal park located within 10 miles outside the boundaries of the municipality that exists on 
June 30, 2019.  Effective July 1, 2019 
 

  

SEA 549 – Public Law 101-2019 

School Financial Matters 

 

Urges the legislative council to assign to the appropriate interim study committee the task of identifying and 
studying best practices in: (1) the governance structure and oversight of tax increment financing to promote 
transparency and economic development in Indiana; and (2) reporting mechanisms between local 
government units to facilitate better collaboration and decision making.  Effective July 1, 2019 
 

 

SEA 566 – Public Law 235-2019 

Residential Tax Increment Financing 

 

Permits a redevelopment commission to establish a program for residential housing development and a tax 
increment funding allocation area for the program if the average of new, residential houses constructed in 
the county or municipality in the preceding three years is less than 1% of the total number of residential 
houses in the county or municipality.  Requires the department of local government finance, in cooperation 
with appropriate county and municipal agencies, to determine eligibility for the program.  Provides that a 
program may not take effect until the governing body of each school corporation affected by the program 
passes a resolution approving the program.  Defines "residential housing" as housing or workforce housing 
that consists of single family dwelling units sufficient to secure quality housing in reasonable proximity to 
employment.  Effective July 1, 2019 
 

 

SEA 582 – Public Law 195-2019 

Claims Concerning User Fees 

 

Defines the term "user fee" as a fee, rate, or charge imposed by a political subdivision: (1) that represents 
a just, reasonable, and proportionate approximation of the use or privilege for use of a service, the benefit 
conferred by the use or privilege for use of a service, and the costs incurred by a political subdivision for 
providing the service or availability of the service; and (2) that is not excessive in relation to the costs 



NEWLY ENACTED LEGISLATION 
 

Indiana State Board of Accounts  ILMCT Annual Conference – 2019 
 

 

   

incurred for providing the service. Provides that, in a taxpayer's appeal of a property tax assessment, a 
taxpayer may not raise any claim related to the legality or constitutionality of: (1) a user fee; (2) any other 
charge, fee, or rate imposed by a political subdivision; or (3) any tax imposed by a political subdivision other 
than a property tax. Provides that: (1) all circuit courts; (2) all standard superior courts; and (3) all superior 
courts that are not standard superior courts; have original and concurrent jurisdiction over claims 
concerning user fees. Makes a technical correction. Effective various dates 
 
 

SEA 603 – Public Law 236-2019 

Annexation 

 

Provides that property added to a fire protection district (district) is considered part of the district as of the 
date that the district was originally established.  Provides that provisions of the existing law regarding the 
following apply to districts established after July 1, 1987 (instead of after June 14, 1987): (1) The effective 
date of an annexation of property within a district and the date that an annexed area ceases to be a part of 
the district. (2) A municipality's liability for indebtedness of a district that is annexed.  Provides that if property 
is annexed within a fire district (including a district established after July 1, 1987) that has a total net 
assessed value of more than $1,000,000,000 on the date the annexation ordinance is adopted, the annexed 
property: (1) remains a part of the district after the annexation; (2) continues to receive its fire protection 
services from the district; and (3) shall not be taxed by the municipality for fire protection services.  Provides 
that a special fire fund shall be created for all fire protection services provided by the municipality to property 
within the boundaries of the municipality that is not within the district.  Effective July 1, 2019 
 

 

House Enrolled Act (HEA) 1059 – Public Law 199-2019 

Survivor Benefits 

 

Provides that a surviving spouse or a surviving dependent of a member of the public employees' retirement 
fund (PERF) or the Indiana state teachers' retirement fund (TRF) who dies after June 30, 2018, and before 
the member retires from PERF or TRF is entitled to a survivor benefit, regardless of whether the member 
dies in service in a position covered by PERF or TRF or out of service, if: (1) the member has at least 10 
years of creditable service; and (2) the surviving spouse or surviving dependent otherwise qualifies for the 
benefit.  Makes conforming changes.  Effective July 1, 2019 
 

 

HEA 1086 – Public Law 123-2019 

Local Licensing & Permitting 

 

Provides that if a political subdivision requires a person to post a surety bond as a condition that the political 
subdivision issue a license or permit to the person, a surety bond posted by the person is considered 
sufficient if the following are satisfied:  
 

(1) The bond is written by a surety company authorized to transact business in Indiana.  
(2) The obligation on the bond is for an amount that is at least the amount required by the political 
subdivision for the issuance of the particular license or permit.  
(3) The obligee or obligees named on the bond are any of the following:  

(A) The political subdivision that requires the bond.  
(B) Specifically named political subdivisions in the county that include the name of the political 
subdivision that requires the bond.  
(C) All political subdivisions in the county in which the political subdivision that requires the 
bond is located. (D) All political subdivisions of the same kind as the political subdivision that 
requires the bond located in the county.  
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(4) The conditions of the bond otherwise comply with the requirements of the ordinance that 
imposes the bond condition. Provides that a political subdivision may not require the obligation on 
a license bond to be more than $15,000.   
 

Provides that a person required to post a bond satisfies the posting requirement if the person files a copy 
of the bond with the political subdivision or appropriate agency of the political subdivision that requires the 
bond.  Provides that a political subdivision may not require that the person record the license bond.  
Effective July 1, 2019 
 

 

HEA 1087 – Public Law 77-2019 

Payment of Court Fee 

 
Allows a court to reduce some or all of the court costs owed by a person who performs community service 
or approved uncompensated volunteer work by: (1) determining the number of hours of community service 
or volunteer work performed by the person; (2) multiplying the number of hours worked by the Indiana 
minimum wage; and (3) deducting that figure from the amount owed. Excludes from the calculation 
community service hours required to be performed under a plea agreement.  Effective July 1, 2019 
 
 
HEA 1116 – Public Law 164-2019 

Various Local Government Matters 

 
Allows the governing body of a state or local government agency to discuss in an executive session strategy 

regarding a real estate transaction by the governing body.   

 

Allows the fiscal officer of a political subdivision to appropriate funds received from any private entity or 

individual for the purpose of repairing or replacing damaged property.  (Current law allows only 

appropriation of funds from an insurance company.)   

 
Eliminates political party affiliation requirements for members of a utility service board or storm water 

management board.   

 
Allows a political subdivision to receive electronic bids for public work projects that exceed a certain amount, 
if the bid solicitation states the procedure for transmitting the electronic bid and the means of transmission 
protects the bid contents.  Requires a political subdivision that receives electronic bids to provide electronic 
access to the notice of the bid solicitation through the computer gateway administered by the state office 
of technology in addition to newspaper publication.   
 
Provides that a hazardous tract of land containing a building that is not an unsafe building constitutes an 
unsafe premises and is subject to the unsafe building law.  Specifies the procedure for notice by publication 
under the unsafe building law.   
 
Eliminates the requirement that a negotiable note for a public work project or eligible efficiency project be 
repaid by a political subdivision on January 1 and July 1 of each year of the note's term.   
 
Allows a drainage board to send written invitations for bids for construction work by electronic means.   
 
Resolves conflicts with HEA 1019-2019 and HEA 1115-2019.  Effective July 1, 2019 
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HEA 1125 – Public Law 124-2019 
Cumulative Capital Improvement Fund 
 
Permits a local government unit to establish a cumulative capital improvement fund to provide money to 
purchase, lease, or pay all or part of the cost of electronic monitoring equipment used by a state or local 
community corrections program.  Effective July 1, 2019 
 
 
HEA 1128 – Public Law 125-2019 
Construction Permits 
 
Provides that a local unit may not require, as a condition precedent to granting, issuing, or approving certain 
permits for any Class 1 or Class 2 structures, completion of work upon which the performance bond or 
other surety was obtained prior to recording the secondary plat.  Provides that a local unit may not require, 
as a condition precedent to granting, issuing, or approving a certificate of occupancy for any Class 1 or 
Class 2 structure, the completion of work upon which the performance bond or other surety was obtained 
prior to recording the secondary plat, unless required under certain state building laws or another law to 
meet a local unit's basic needs for public health and safety.  Requires a local governmental agency to issue 
certain permits to a person not later than 12 business days after the person has filed a completed application 
and meets all required conditions, in certain instances.  Effective July 1, 2019 
 
 
HEA 1141 – Public Law 202-2019 
Traffic Amnesty Program 
 
Establishes a temporary traffic amnesty program to permit certain persons owing unpaid traffic fines, or 
who may be required to pay a fee for reinstatement of driving privileges, to obtain a reduction in the amount 
owed or amount payable.  Specifies that a person seeking a reduction in fees owed is not required to pay 
a court filing fee.  Provides that as part of the traffic amnesty program a person must:  

(1) pay the driving privileges reinstatement fee to the bureau of motor vehicles (bureau);  
(2) provide proof of financial responsibility to the court; and  
(3) not be ineligible to have the person's driving privileges reinstated.  

 
Provides that the court must transmit a copy of its order to the bureau in a manner prescribed by the bureau. 
Specifies that a petition for traffic amnesty is not an admission of guilt, and requires a court to include in its 
order granting amnesty that the order is not a conviction, finding of guilt, or finding of liability.  Effective July 
1, 2019 
 
 
HEA 1170 – Public Law 126-2019 
Public Safety Officer Contract Negotiations 
 
Requires a city or town, (unit) that does not have a procedure for resolution of an impasse in contract 
negotiations through alternative dispute resolution with an employee organization for the unit's police or fire 
department employees, to include in a written agreement entered into with the employee organization after 
June 30, 2019 that:  

(1) the parties to submit to nonbinding mediation if they fail to agree to a new agreement within one 
year after the existing agreement expires.  
(2) the agreement continue without any change in its terms and conditions until the earlier of the 
following: 

(A) The parties fail to reach an agreement after mediating the dispute, at which time the written 
agreement no longer binds the parties.  
(B) The date the parties execute a new written agreement. 
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HEA 1182 – Public Law 167-2019 
State Use Program 
 
Provides that, for worker's compensation purposes, an employee who leaves work to serve as a volunteer 
firefighter or member of a volunteer emergency medical services association (volunteer member) is 
considered an employee of the firefighting unit while in the performance of duties as a volunteer firefighter 
or volunteer member.  Increases the maximum amount of burial expenses that an employer must pay under 
the worker's compensation act for the burial expenses of a covered employee who dies from an injury by 
an accident arising out of the employee's employment from $7,500 to $10,000.  Increases the maximum 
amount of burial expenses that an employer must pay under the worker's occupational diseases 
compensation act for the burial expenses of an employee who dies from an occupational disease arising 
out of the employee's employment from $7,500 to $10,000.  Effective July 1, 2019 
 
 
HEA 1183 – Public Law 281-2019 
Towing Services 
 
Amends the statute concerning the release of an abandoned motor vehicle that has been towed to a storage 
yard or towing facility as follows: (1) Provides that a towing service or storage yard may charge an inspection 
fee for inspections or retrievals from a vehicle.  (2) Requires a towing service or storage yard to: (A) provide 
an itemized receipt upon payment; and (B) meet certain requirements as to: (i) hours of operation; and (ii) 
receiving and returning telephone calls. Provides that not later than three business days after towing a 
vehicle a towing company or storage facility must comply with certain statutes relating to abandoned 
vehicles for giving notice.  Requires a towing company to charge reasonable fees.  Requires a towing 
company to provide the owner or operator of a motor vehicle that is about to be towed a written and itemized 
estimate of all charges and services to be performed by the towing company.  Requires a towing company 
to document and itemize certain fees related to a tow and certain towing services. Specifies certain record 
keeping requirements for itemized estimates issued by a towing company.  Creates a new article in the 
Indiana Code to establish certain requirements for towing companies that engage in, or offer to engage in, 
the business of providing towing service in Indiana, including provisions concerning the following: (1) 
Emergency towing.  (2) Private property towing.  (3) Releasing towed motor vehicles.  (4) Prohibited acts 
by towing companies and storage facilities.  Provides that a person who violates these new provisions 
commits a deceptive act that is: (1) actionable under; and (2) subject to the penalties and remedies set forth 
in; the statute governing deceptive consumer sales.  Provides that the attorney general: (1) shall receive, 
and may investigate, complaints alleging violations of the new provisions; and (2) after finding that a 
violation has occurred, may take appropriate action under the statute governing deceptive consumer sales.  
Authorizes the attorney general to adopt rules to implement the new provisions.  Effective July 1, 2019 

 
 
HEA 1192 – Public Law 203-2019 
Theft by Public Servants 
 
Added to various statutes regarding the 1925 Police, 1937 Fire, 1953 Police, and 1977 Police and Fire 
pension funds.  Specifies that in the case of a public servant who criminally exerts unauthorized control 
over public funds of the public servant's employer, the employer may be reimbursed from the public 
servant's public pension fund contributions and benefits.   
 
Provides that the employer may withhold payment of the public servant's contributions and interest during 
the pendency of the criminal case, but may not withhold the: (1) monthly pension portion of a retired public 
servant; or (2) disability benefits of a public servant who becomes disabled; during that time for PERF, 1925 
Police, 1937 Fire, 1953 Police, and 1977 Police and Fire members.   
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Provides that assets of the judges' retirement system and the prosecuting attorneys retirement fund are 
exempt from levy, sale, garnishment, attachment, or other legal process.  (Current law provides similar 
exemptions for certain funds administered by the Indiana public retirement system.)  Effective May 2, 2019 
 
 
HEA 1236 – Public Law 206-2019 
Electric Bicycles 
 
Defines the term "electric bicycle" as a bicycle equipped with: (1) operable pedals; and (2) an electric motor 
with a power output not greater than 750 watts. Provides that an electric bicycle is not a motor vehicle.  
 
Provides that the operator of an electric bicycle is: (1) subject to all of the duties; and (2) entitled to all of 
the rights and privileges; of a bicycle operator.  Provides that an electric bicycle shall be regulated as a 
bicycle. Provides certain exceptions.   
 
Exempts the operator of an electric bicycle from motor vehicle statutes concerning: (1) driver's licenses; 
and (2) financial responsibility. Exempts electric bicycles from motor vehicle statutes concerning: (1) 
certificates of title; (2) registration; and (3) off-road vehicles.   
 
Requires manufacturers and distributors of electric bicycles to affix and prominently display a label with the 
following information on each electric bicycle:  

(1) The class level of the electric bicycle.  
(2) The top assisted speed of the electric bicycle.  
(3) The total power output of the electric bicycle's electric motor. Requires all electric bicycles to comply 
with certain requirements adopted by the United States Consumer Product Safety Commission.  

 
Requires all electric bicycles to be equipped with an electric motor that disengages or ceases to function 
when the operator: (1) stops pedaling; or (2) applies brakes.  
 
Specifies where electric bicycles may be operated.  Allows a local authority or state agency with jurisdiction 
over a trail, bicycle path, or multipurpose path to regulate the use of electric bicycles on a trail, bicycle path, 
or multipurpose path subject to the local authority's or state agency's jurisdiction.  
Prohibits a person less than 15 years of age from operating certain electric bicycles.  Allows a person less 
than 15 years of age to ride as a passenger on certain electric bicycles.  Requires a properly fitted and 
fastened helmet capable of meeting certain safety standards to be worn by certain individuals when 
operating or riding on certain electric bicycles.  Requires the operator of a motor vehicle to provide at least 
3 feet of clearance when passing or overtaking an electric bicycle in certain instances.  Defines certain 
terms. Makes conforming amendments.  Effective July 1, 2019 
 
 
HEA 1258 – Public Law 171-2019 
Department of Homeland Security 
 

Allows members of police and fire departments to reside within a county that is noncontiguous to the county 
where the police or fire department is located but is not more than 50 miles from the closest boundary of 
the city, town, or township where the police or fire department is located.  Includes an emergency 
management worker and a division fire investigator in the definition of "public safety officer" to qualify the 
person for the special death benefit for a public safety officer who dies in the line of duty. 
 
 
  



NEWLY ENACTED LEGISLATION 
 

Indiana State Board of Accounts  ILMCT Annual Conference – 2019 
 

 

   

HEA 1284 – Public Law 107-2019 
Self-defense, defense of others, and firearms matters 
 
Designates the following as voter registration offices: (1) Each office affiliated with the Indiana state police.  
(2) Each office affiliated with the sheriff of a county.  (3) Each office affiliated with a municipal law 
enforcement agency.  Provides immunity for a justified use of force in certain instances.  Requires a court 
to award, in certain instances, reasonable attorney's fees and costs to a defendant when the justified use 
of force immunity is successfully raised.  Permits a person who may legally possess a firearm to possess 
a firearm on school property if the person possesses the firearm: (1) as an employee or volunteer of a 
house of worship located on the school property; or (2) while attending a worship service or religious 
ceremony conducted at a house of worship.  Increases the duration of a four year handgun license to five 
years.  Provides that an individual may simultaneously hold both a five year license and a lifetime license. 
Requires a law enforcement officer to whom an application for a handgun license is made to consult 
available local, state, and federal criminal history data banks, including the National Instant Criminal 
Background Check System (NICS), when determining whether possession of a firearm by an applicant 
would be a violation of state or federal law.  Modifies the fees for five year licenses beginning July 1, 2020.  
Makes conforming amendments.  Effective various dates 
 
 
HEA 1342 – Public Law 54-2019 
Telephone CPR Instruction Training 
 
After July 1, 2020, requires an individual to complete a telephone cardiopulmonary resuscitation (T-CPR) 
training program (program) approved by the division of fire and building safety (division) if the individual: 

(1) answers 911 emergency medical telephone calls for a state or local law enforcement agency or fire 
protection agency, including a volunteer fire department (agency); and  
(2) is authorized by the agency's protocols to provide T-CPR instructions to a caller.  

 
Provides that the division may provide programs or third parties may provide programs that are approved 
by the division.  Requires the division to:  

(1) adopt minimum standards for programs that meet or exceed evidence based nationally recognized 
emergency cardiovascular care guidelines; and  
(2) establish continuing education requirements.   

 
Allows the division to collect reasonable fees for providing programs and certifications that are deposited 
in the fire and building services fund.  Sets forth certain requirements for a public safety answering point if 
a public safety answering point transfers a telephone caller to a public safety telecommunicator.  Provides 
that a public safety telecommunicator who has completed a certified training program in emergency medical 
dispatch call handling is exempt from completing a TCPR training program.  Provides civil immunity for 
damages relating to the provision of T-CPR instruction.  Makes a technical correction.  Effective July 1, 
2019 
 
 
HEA 1345 – Public Law 85-2019 
Property Tax Matters 
 
Provides that if a for-profit land developer acquires land in inventory from a local unit of government, the 
land in inventory shall be assessed as agricultural land at the agricultural land base rate on the first 
assessment date immediately following the date on which the land developer acquires title to the land in 
inventory, and thereafter the land in inventory is subject to the usual provisions for reassessment of a land 
developer's land in inventory.   
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Restores the property tax exemption for certain real property that is acquired for the purpose of erecting, 
renovating, or improving a single family residential structure that is to be given away or sold: (1) in a 
charitable manner; (2) by a nonprofit organization; and (3) to low income individuals who will use the land 
as a family residence.   
 
Provides a property tax exemption for assessment dates occurring after December 31, 2016, for certain 
property owned by an Indiana nonprofit public benefit corporation exempt from taxation under Section 
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code if: (1) the property is used in the operation of a nonprofit health, 
fitness, aquatics, and community center; and (2) the acquisition and development of the property are 
provided in part under the regional cities initiative of the Indiana economic development corporation.  Allows 
a refund for any property taxes paid in 2018 and 2019 for property that qualifies for the exemption. 
 
Effective January 1, 2020 
 
 
HEA 1347 – Public Law 105-2019 
Municipally Owned Utilities 
 
Provides that all rates, charges, and other fees for services rendered by a municipally owned utility (other 
than services rendered by a municipally owned sewer utility [emphasis added] or by a department of public 
utilities for a consolidated city) to property occupied by someone other than the owner are payable by the 
person occupying the property if the account or other customer or billing records maintained by the utility 
for the property indicate that:  

(1) the property is occupied by someone other than the owner; and  
(2) the person occupying the property is responsible for paying the rates, charges, and fees.  
 

Provides that upon applying for utility service from a municipally owned utility, the person occupying the 
property shall provide the utility with the name and contact information of the owner or manager of the 
property.  
 
Provides that rates, charges, and fees assessed by a municipally owned utility with respect to property 
occupied by someone other than the owner do not constitute a lien against the property.  [Emphasis added]   
 
Specifies that these provisions do not:  

(1) prohibit a municipal legislative body from imposing any requirement to:  
(A) ensure payment by; or  
(B) the creditworthiness of; the person occupying the property; or  

(2) abrogate or limit the authority of the owner of a multi-unit building to engage in electrical 
submetering. 
 

Effective April 25, 2019 
 
HEA 1375 – Public Law 209-2019 
State Board of Accounts 
 
Makes various changes to statutes concerning the state board of accounts (board).  Provides that an 
individual may confidentially report suspected malfeasance, misfeasance, or nonfeasance that involves an 
individual who has responsibility for administering public funds on behalf of an entity.  Expands the list of 
individuals to whom the board may disclose examination workpapers and investigation records.   
 
Makes changes to the procedure governing the payment of delinquent property taxes and specifies how 
delinquent property tax payments are to be applied.  
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Defines "compensation" for purposes of statutes concerning compensation paid to elected city and town 
officials (local elected officials).  
 
Provides that certain information must be included in an ordinance establishing compensation for local 
elected officials.   
 
Makes corresponding changes.  Effective July 1, 2019 
 
 
HEA 1398 – Public Law 255-2019 
Information Concerning Threats to School Safety 
 
Permits a law enforcement agency or private university police department to share private investigatory 
records with a school corporation, charter school, or nonpublic school for the purpose of enhancing the 
safety of a student or school facility, without losing the discretion to keep the records confidential from other 
records requesters.  Provides that a school corporation or other entity to which the education records 
privacy provisions of the federal Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act apply may disclose or report 
on the education records of a child, including personally identifiable information contained in the education 
records, without the consent of the child's parent to appropriate officials in cases of health and safety 
emergencies as determined by school officials.  Provides immunity from civil liability concerning the 
disclosure or report of education records of a student.  Provides that in the case of a health or safety 
emergency, a law enforcement officer shall disclose or report a child's personally identifiable information 
contained in law enforcement records to a school corporation or an appropriate official. Provides that 
information concerning any suspicious activity or potential criminal activity related to a child that is shared 
between a law enforcement officer and a school corporation or an appropriate official shall not be stored or 
maintained in any type of data base.  Effective July 1, 2019 
 
 
HEA 1402 – 290-2019 
Innkeeper’s Tax and Other Local Taxes 
 
Several new items regarding Innkeeper’s Tax and how they are accounted for. 
 
Authorizes the city of Attica to impose a food and beverage tax.  Authorizes the town of Danville to impose 
a food and beverage tax.  Authorizes the city of Greenwood to impose a food and beverage tax.  Authorizes 
the town of Whitestown to impose a food and beverage tax. 
 
Effective July 1, 2019 
 
 
HEA 1406 – Public Law 56-2019 
Water Infrastructure Assistance Fund 
 

Provides that money from certain sources in the water infrastructure assistance fund (fund) is continuously 
appropriated for the purposes of the law concerning the water infrastructure assistance program.  
Authorizes the authority to establish: (1) the interest rate; or (2) parameters for establishing the interest 
rate; on each loan made from the fund.  Provides that a participant, to receive a loan, grant, or other financial 
assistance from the fund: (1) must have an asset management program; and (2) must demonstrate to the 
authority that it has a plan to participate with one or more other participants in cooperative activities.  
Provides that a participant, after receiving a loan or grant from the fund, must maintain its asset 
management program: (1) as long as the loan remains unpaid; or (2) during the useful life of the asset 
financed with the loan or grant.   
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Requires a participant, if appropriate, to conduct or participate in efforts to determine and eliminate the 
causes of non-revenue water in its water distribution system.  Requires the authority to establish a project 
prioritization system and project priority list for the purposes of awarding loans and grants from the fund.  
 
Requires the authority to set aside 40% of the fund for purposes of providing grants, loans, and other 
financial assistance to or for the benefit of utilities serving less than 3,200 customers. Authorizes the 
authority to provide advisory services to participants in connection with loans from the fund.  Provides that, 
if appropriate, the authority shall require a participant receiving a loan or other financial assistance from the 
fund to establish and maintain sufficient user charges, fees, taxes, special assessments, or revenues to: 
(1) operate and maintain; and (2) pay the obligations of; its water or wastewater collection and treatment 
system.  Authorizes the authority to make loans or provide other financial assistance from the fund to or for 
the benefit of a participant to establish guaranties, reserves, or sinking funds or for other purposes.  
Authorizes the authority, as an alternative to making loans or providing other financial assistance to 
participants, to use the money in the fund to provide a leveraged loan program and other financial 
assistance programs to or for the benefit of participants.  Effective July 1, 2019 
 
 
HEA 1427 – Public Law 257-2019 
Local Government Matters 
 
Provides that, if a political subdivision publishes or submits to the department of local government finance's 
(DLGF) computer gateway a notice that contains an error or omission that inaccurately reflects the tax rate, 
tax levy, or budget actually proposed or fixed by the political subdivision by an amount that is less than 
0.1%, the notice is a valid notice and the DLGF shall correct the error or omission.  
 
Provides that the state board of accounts, instead of the budget agency, is to approve audits for regional 
development authorities and allows for private examiners to perform audits.  
 
Excludes political subdivisions that do not have the power to impose property taxes from the requirement 
to upload a digital copy of certain contracts on the Indiana transparency Internet web site.  
 
Repeals the electronic digital signature act.  
 
Specifies the calculation of the acquisition cost of depreciable personal property acquired in like kind 
exchange for personal property tax purposes.   
 
Eliminates the permissive written demand to a county resident who is delinquent in the payment of personal 
property taxes during the period from May 10 to October 31.  
 
Makes changes to the time frame for the board of tax review to conduct a hearing and issue a determination.  
 
Requires that the budget notice that political subdivisions must publish on the DLGF's computer gateway 
must also include information concerning the percentage change between the current and proposed tax 
levies of each fund.  Specifies that a political subdivision shall file the budget adopted by the political 
subdivision with the DLGF not later than five business days [emphasis added] after the budget is adopted.  
Authorizes the DLGF to adopt rules for procedures related to local government budgeting.  Specifies that 
the adoption, amendment, or repeal of such a rule by the DLGF may not take effect before March 1 or after 
July 31 of a particular year. 
 
Requires a political subdivision to adopt the needed changes to its budget, tax levy, or rate in a public 
meeting if the political subdivision's tax levy is increased by the DLGF to an amount that exceeds the 
amount originally advertised or adopted by the political subdivision.  Provides for an extension of time to 
submit a city's budget in the case of a veto after October 1.   
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Requires the DLGF to increase the North Harrison fire protection territory provider unit's maximum 
permissible ad valorem property tax levy for purposes of IC 36-8-19 for property taxes due and payable in 
2020 if a petition requesting an increase is filed.  
 
Provides that a civil taxing unit may not request permission to impose a property tax on account of revenue 
shortfalls, if the revenue shortfall preceded the most recent certified budget for the civil taxing unit by more 
than five years.  
 
Extends the maximum time period from 20 to 22 years for the allocation of local income taxes for 
correctional and rehabilitation facilities.  Limits to 20% the amount of revenue that may be used for operating 
expenses for correctional facilities and rehabilitation facilities in the county if the ordinance to impose the 
tax rate is adopted after June 30, 2019.  
 
Changes the timeline for providing local income tax distribution numbers to local units.  
 
Allows the board governing a:  

(1) municipal water or sewer provider;  
(2) municipal department of sanitation; or  
(3) sewage disposal plant service provider;  

to fix the time within which service charges become delinquent and service may be discontinued due to 
nonpayment of charges. (Currently these time periods are provided by statute.)  
 
Provides that certain statutes relating to the lease of real property by a political subdivision do not apply to 
a lease if the total annual cost of the lease is less than $250,000.  Validates a lease entered into by a 
political subdivision before January 1, 2019, with an annual cost of less than $250,000 if the political 
subdivision's leasing agent did not comply with these statutes when the ease was entered into.  
 
Specifies that all members or employees of a volunteer fire department who also serve on the fiscal body 
of a local government unit must abstain from voting on the unit's budget.  
 
Requires the clerk and fiscal officer of all cities and towns to complete at least: (1) 14 hours of training 
courses within one year; and (2) 36 hours of training courses within three years.  Provides that a training 
course that an individual completes after being elected or appointed as clerk or fiscal officer of a city or 
town and before the individual begins serving in office applies toward the training requirements.  Requires 
all city and town clerks and fiscal officers to fulfill the training requirements for each term the clerk or fiscal 
officer serves in office.  Provides, in the case of a city or town that reorganizes, that the individual who 
performs the functions of clerk or fiscal officer for the reorganizing city or town shall comply with the training 
requirements for the reorganized political subdivision.  
 
Provides that a redevelopment commission may issue bonds or enter into leases with a term of up to 35 
years to finance a project that includes, as part of the project, the use and repurposing of two or more 
buildings and structures that are:  

(1) at least 75 years old; and  
(2) located at a site at which manufacturing previously occurred over a period of at least 75 years.  

Specifies that in the case of an allocation area for such a project, the expiration date of the allocation 
provision may not be more than 35 years after the date on which the allocation provision is established.  
 
Provides that a redevelopment commission or other entity that creates a tax increment financing area shall 
file the resolution and supporting documents that create the tax increment financing area with both the 
county auditor in which the tax increment financing area is located and the DLGF within 30 days after the 
redevelopment commission or other entity takes final action on the resolution.  Provides that if a 
redevelopment commission or other entity that creates a tax increment financing area files the resolution 
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and supporting documents with either the county auditor and the DLGF after the first anniversary of the 
effective date of the tax increment financing area, the county auditor shall compute the base assessed 
value of the tax increment financing area using the assessment date immediately preceding the later of the 
date on which the documents were filed with the county auditor or the date on which the documents were 
filed with the DLGF.  
 
Provides that a city or town may contract for fire protection services and requires that a contract for fire 
protection services be in writing and for a fixed term.  [Emphasis added] 
 
Voids an annexation remonstrance waiver (waiver) executed before July 1, 2003.  Voids a waiver executed 
after June 30, 2003, and before July 1, 2019, unless the waiver was recorded in the county where the 
property is located before January 1, 2020.  Voids a waiver executed after June 30, 2019, unless the waiver 
was recorded in the county where the property is located within 30 business days after the date the waiver 
was executed.  Provides that a waiver executed after June 30, 2003, that was properly recorded expires 
15 years after the date the waiver was executed.  Provides that waivers voided under the bill do not 
invalidate annexations that were effective before July 1, 2019.   
 
Urges the legislative council to assign to an appropriate interim study committee, for study during the 2019 
interim of the general assembly, the topic of local income taxes, including revenue allocations and uses.  
Urges the study of the advisability of eliminating the mortgage property tax deduction and the advisability 
of increasing the homestead standard deduction.  
 
Urges the study of automatic enrollment of employees in a political subdivision's deferred compensation 
plan.  
 
Urges the study of allowing municipalities to make deposits of a certain amount to a vendor or service 
provider for certain transactions.  
 
Effective various dates 
 
 
HEA 1470 – Public Law 89-2019 
Utility Transmission Improvements & Costs 
 
Amends the statute concerning transmission, distribution, and storage system improvements charges 
(TDSIC) for electric and gas utilities to provide that for purposes of the statute, "eligible transmission, 
distribution, and storage system improvements" include: (1) projects that do not include specific locations 
or exact numbers; and (2) advanced technology investments.  
 
Provides that a public utility's required plan under the statute (defined under the new provisions as a "TDSIC 
plan") must cover a period of: (1) at least five years; and (2) not more than seven years.  Requires a utility 
to update its TDSIC plan at least annually.  Provides that an update to a TDSIC plan may include new 
projects or improvements. 
 
Specifies that a targeted economic development project may include a project related to the provision of 
electric service.  Provides that a utility may: (1) terminate a TDSIC plan upon 60 days notice to the utility 
regulatory commission (IURC); and (2) petition the IURC for approval of a new TDSIC plan.  Provides that 
a utility that terminates a TDSIC plan must petition the IURC for review and approval of the public utility's 
basic rates and charges with respect to the same type of utility service before the original expiration date 
of the terminated plan.  Provides that eligible transmission, distribution, and storage improvements receiving 
TDSIC treatment before termination of the plan shall continue to receive TDSIC treatment after termination 
of the plan until a final order in the public utility's next general rate case is issued.  Provides that for purposes 
of the provision prohibiting the IURC from approving a TDSIC that would result in an average aggregate 
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increase in a public utility's total retail revenues of more than 2% in a 12 month period, the IURC shall 
consider the combined 12 month revenue impact of the TDSIC approved under the terminated plan and 
the TDSIC approved under any new TDSIC plan. 
 
Changes the amount of time in which the IURC must hold a hearing and issue an order on a public utility's 
petition for a TDSIC from 90 days to 120 days. Sets forth required findings of the IURC in an order 
concerning new: (1) projects or improvements; or (2) targeted economic development projects; included in 
a utility's updated TDSIC plan.  Effective April 24, 2019 
 
 
HEA 1552 – Public Law 59-2019 
Reserve Police Officer Continuing Education 
 

Allows a city or town law enforcement agency to provide continuing education to appointed police reserve 
officers.  Effective July 1, 2019 
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For information on these or any other bills from the 2019 Legislative Session, 

please visit  www.iga.in.gov  and search the bill number on the tab “Bills”. 
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