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CLERK-TREASURER 
TOWN OF PORTER 
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CLERK-TREASURER 
TOWN OF PORTER 

EXAMINATION RESULT AND COMMENT 
 
 
SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL SERVICES 
 
 The Town did not account for the fees collected and the related expenses for solid waste pick-up 
services as authorized by statute for recording transactions associated with trash pick-up services. 
 
 The Cities and Towns Bulletin and Uniform Compliance Guidelines, June 2008, states in part: 
 
 "From the foregoing statutes, there appear to be three methods available for providing trash or solid 

waste collection and disposal: 
 

1. Under IC 36-9-23, the service charges can be a part of the sewage utility fees.  IC 
36-9-25 also authorizes all second class cities and all municipalities in Lake County to 
make this service a part of the sanitary district service fees. 

 
2. IC 36-9-30 authorizes a separate utility along with a separate fund for solid waste 

collection, treatment, and disposal. 
 

3. IC 36-9-30 also allows a unit to pay for this service by general taxation. 
 

To summarize, if a unit wishes to either establish a pickup service or to change from tax 
supported service to a user fee service, the foregoing statutes should be reviewed by the unit's 
legal counsel.  The unit's attorney should prepare an ordinance expressing the governing body's 
wishes, the ordinance should be advertised, public hearings should be conducted, and the 
legislative body should act thereon.  The ordinance should set out such provisions as: 

 
1. The service to be provided. 

 
2. The area in which the service is to be provided. 

 
3. The method by which the service is to be provided. 

 
4. The charges for the service.  The charges should be billed separately even if established 

as a service of the sewage utility. 
 

5. The method of payments of user charges, period covered, due dates, location of places 
payments are to be received, etc. 

 
6. Any penalties to be assessed for late payments. 

 
7. The method of accounting for service charges.  The Home Rule statute, as well as the 

other statutes cited, requires the revenues to be restricted to the amount reasonably 
related to the cost of providing the services.  None of the statutes authorize a profit to be 
made or for any surplus to be transferred to another fund for other uses.  Accounting 
shall be such that documentation will be provided to comply with the foregoing pro-
visions." 
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CLERK-TREASURER 
TOWN OF PORTER 
EXIT CONFERENCE 

 
 
 The contents of this report were discussed on April 20, 2016, with Carol Pomeroy, Clerk-Treasurer; 
Erik Wagner, Vice President of the Town Council; and Daniel Colbert, President of the Storm Water Board. 




