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SCHEDULE OF OFFICIALS 
 
 
Office Official Term 
 
County Auditor Jennifer Weston  01-01-11 to 12-31-14 
  Robert Plantenga 01-01-15 to 12-31-18 
 
County Treasurer Robert Plantenga 01-01-13 to 12-31-14 
  Jennifer Weston 01-01-15 to 12-31-16 
 
Clerk of the Circuit Court Christa Coffey  01-01-11 to 12-31-18 
 
County Sheriff Tracy Brown  01-01-11 to 12-31-14 
  Barry Richard 01-01-15 to 12-31-18 
 
County Recorder Oneta Tolle  01-01-11 to 12-31-14 
  Shannon Withers 01-01-15 to 12-31-18 
 
President of the Board of 
 County Commissioners John Knochel  01-01-14 to 12-31-14 
  Thomas Murtaugh 01-01-15 to 12-31-15 
 
President of the 
 County Council David Williams  01-01-14 to 12-31-15 
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COUNTY AUDITOR 
TIPPECANOE COUNTY 
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COUNTY AUDITOR 
TIPPECANOE COUNTY 

AUDIT RESULTS AND COMMENTS 
 

 
APPROPRIATIONS 
 

The records presented for audit indicated that the expenditures of the Rainy Day fund were in excess 
of budgeted appropriations for 2014 by $2,911,935. 

  
Indiana Code 6-1.1-18-4 states in part:  ". . . the proper officers of a political subdivision shall 

appropriate funds in such a manner that the expenditures for a year do not exceed its budget for that year as 
finally determined under this article." 
 
 
OVERDRAWN CASH BALANCES 
  

The financial statements presented for the County included the following funds with overdrawn cash 
balances at December 31, 2014: 

 

 
The cash balance of any fund may not be reduced below zero.  Routinely overdrawn funds could be 

an indicator of serious financial problems which should be investigated by the governmental unit.  (Accounting 
and Uniform Compliance Guidelines Manual for County Auditors of Indiana, Chapter 14) 
 
 

Amount
Fund Overdrawn

Tax Sale Redemption 3,220$           
Court Services (Substance Abuse/MH) 39,620           
Court Services (Violence in Comm/CS) 39,493           
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COUNTY AUDITOR 
TIPPECANOE COUNTY 

EXIT CONFERENCE 
 
 

 The contents of this report were discussed on December 8, 2015, with Thomas Murtaugh, President 
of the Board of County Commissioners; David Williams, President of the County Council; Robert Plantenga, 
County Auditor; and Jeremy Diehl, Deputy County Auditor. 
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CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT 
TIPPECANOE COUNTY 
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CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT 
TIPPECANOE COUNTY 

FEDERAL FINDINGS 
 
 
FINDING 2014-001 - INTERNAL CONTROLS OVER FINANCIAL TRANSACTIONS AND REPORTING 
 

We noted deficiencies in the internal control system of the County Clerk's Office related to financial 
transactions and reporting.  Control activities should be selected and developed at various levels of the 
Clerk's Office to reduce risks to the achievement of financial reporting objectives.  The Clerk's Office had not 
implemented effective internal controls over the activities related to receipts.  The failure to establish these 
controls could enable material misstatements or irregularities to remain undetected. 
 

Employees of the Clerk of the Circuit Court's Office were able to collect mailed-in payments, collect 
payments made in person, issue receipts, and record receipts.  Each cashier balanced their own cash drawer 
and submitted the collections, with adding machine tapes of the total checks and total cash payments 
received, to another employee to prepare the deposit.  The deposits were not always made in the same form 
in which the funds were received (i.e., cash or checks).  The employees who prepared the deposits did not 
verify that the amounts of checks and cash remitted for the deposit agreed with the cashier's receipts issued.  
A cashier was able to substitute checks received in the mail for which no receipt was issued or recorded, for 
cash received in the office, which was recorded but not deposited.  The amount of the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court's Office receipts misappropriated in 2014 was not material to the financial statement.  

 
The lack of effective internal controls allowed the cashier to collect mailed-in checks without issuing a 

receipt and to collect cash which was not deposited.  The failure to establish effective controls could enable 
material misstatements or irregularities to remain undetected.  Control activities should be in place to reduce 
the risks of errors in financial transactions and reporting. 

 
An evaluation of the Clerk of the Circuit Court's Office system of internal control was conducted in 

June 2014 after it was discovered that current internal controls were insufficient.  Prior to June 2014, the 
failure to monitor the internal control system placed  the Clerk of the Circuit Court's Office at risk that controls 
may not be either designed properly or operating effectively to provide reasonable assurance that controls 
would  prevent, or detect and correct, material misstatements in a timely manner.  After the evaluation in June 
2014, the Clerk of the Circuit Court's Office did implement a process to identify and communicate corrective 
actions to improve controls. Effective internal control over financial reporting requires the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court's Office to monitor and assess the quality of the system of internal control. 
 

Governmental units should have internal controls in effect which provide reasonable assurance 
regarding the reliability of financial information and records, effectiveness and efficiency of operations, proper 
execution of management's objectives, and compliance with laws and regulations.  Among other things, 
segregation of duties, safeguarding controls over cash and all other assets, and all forms of information 
processing are necessary for proper internal control. 
  

Controls over the receipting, disbursing, recording, and accounting for the financial activities are 
necessary to avoid substantial risk of invalid transactions, inaccurate records and financial statements and 
incorrect decision making.  (Accounting and Uniform Compliance Guidelines Manual for Clerks of the Circuit 
Courts of Indiana, Chapter 13) 

 
Receipts shall be issued and recorded at the time of the transaction; for example, when cash or a 

check is received, a receipt is to be immediately prepared and given to the person making payment.  
(Accounting and Uniform Compliance Guidelines Manual for County Clerks of Indiana, Chapter 13) 
 

Indiana Code 5-13-6-1(c) states in part: 
  
". . . all local officers . . . who collect public funds of their respective political subdivisions, shall 
deposit funds not later than the business day following the receipt of funds on business days of 
the depository in the depository or depositories selected by the . . . local boards of finance.  
"Public funds deposited . . . shall be deposited in the same form in which they were received." 
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CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT 
TIPPECANOE COUNTY 

EXIT CONFERENCE 
 
 

 The contents of this report were discussed on December 8, 2015, with Thomas Murtaugh, President 
of the Board of County Commissioners; David Williams, President of the County Council; Christa Coffey, 
Clerk of the Circuit Court; Robert Plantenga, County Auditor; and Jeremy Diehl, Deputy County Auditor. 




