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COUNTY OFFICIALS 
 
 
Office Official Term 
 
Coroner Rodney L. Nay 01-01-05 to 12-31-08 
  Lewis Fritter 01-01-09 to 12-31-12 
 
President of the 
 County Council Michael L. Jones 01-01-08 to 12-31-11 
 
President of the Board of 
 County Commissioners Kenta C. Banta 01-01-08 to 12-31-09 
  Brian L. Morton 01-01-10 to 12-31-11 
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 STATE OF INDIANA 

 AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER STATE BOARD OF ACCOUNTS 
   302 WEST WASHINGTON STREET 
   ROOM E418 
   INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 46204-2769 

 
   Telephone: (317) 232-2513 

 Fax: (317) 232-4711 
   Web Site: www.in.gov/sboa 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TO:  THE OFFICIALS OF SWITZERLAND COUNTY 
 
 
 We have examined the records of the Switzerland County Coroner for the period from January 1, 
2008 to December 31, 2009, and certify that the records and accountability for cash and other assets are 
satisfactory to the best of our knowledge and belief, except as stated in the Examination Results and 
Comments.  The financial transactions of this office are reflected in the Examination Reports of 
Switzerland County for the years 2008 and 2009. 
 

STATE BOARD OF ACCOUNTS 
 
April 27, 2011 
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COUNTY CORONER 
SWITZERLAND COUNTY 

EXAMINATION RESULTS AND COMMENTS 
 

 
 
RESIDENCE OF CORONER 
 

Rodney L. Nay was elected Coroner for Switzerland County for the term January 1, 2005 to 
December 31, 2008.  Payroll records on file in the Switzerland County Auditor's office show that Rodney 
L. Nay was paid $13,816.23 as Switzerland County Coroner from April 6, 2008 through December 31, 
2008.  Voting records showed that Rodney L. Nay was not a resident of Switzerland County at least 30 
days prior to the May 6, 2008, primary election or based on the following information: 

 
1. On January 16, 2008, Rodney L. Nay registered to vote in Jefferson County.   
 
2. On January 23, 2008, Rodney L. Nay was removed from the Switzerland County voter 

registration records.  The voter registration record contained a notation "deleted 1/23/08 
to Jefferson County".   

 
Lula Bella Thomas, Switzerland County Voter Registration Clerk, stated that she 
recorded this notation after being notified through the Indiana Statewide Voter Registra-
tion System that Rodney L. Nay was registered to vote in another county. 

 
3. On May 6, 2008, Rodney L. Nay voted in the Jefferson County primary election based 

on information reported on the Indiana Statewide Voter Registration System and pro-
vided by the Jefferson County Voter Registration Clerk. 

 
4. On July 10, 2008, a warranty deed was filed in the Jefferson County Recorder's office 

for the conveyance of real property to Rodney L. Nay.  The address shown on the war-
ranty deed is the same address shown on the Jefferson County voter registration 
application (See item 1 above). 

 
5. On November 4, 2008, Rodney L. Nay voted in the Jefferson County general election 

based on information reported on the Indiana Statewide Voter Registration System and 
provided by the Jefferson County Voter Registration Clerk. 

 
 

Statue Related to Residency 
 

Indiana Code 36-2-14-2(a) states: 
 
"A county coroner must reside within the county as provided in Article 6, Section 6 of the 
Constitution of the State of Indiana.  The coroner forfeits office if the coroner ceases to be a 
resident of the county." 

 
Statute Related to Voting in Elections 

 
Indiana Code 3-7-13-1 states: 
 
"A person who: 

 
(1) will be at least eighteen (18) years of age at the next general, municipal, or special 

election; 
 
(2) is a United States citizen; and 
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COUNTY CORONER 
SWITZERLAND COUNTY 

EXAMINATION RESULTS AND COMMENTS 
(Continued) 

 
 
(3) resides in a precinct continuously before a general, municipal, or special election for at 

least thirty (30) days; may, upon making a proper application under this article, register 
to vote in that precinct." 

 
Indiana Code 3-7-13-3 states: 
 
"(a) This section applies to a person who: 

 
(1) on the day of the next general, municipal, or special election, will meet the age and 

residency requirements of section 1 of this chapter; and 
 
(2) does not meet the age or residency requirements on primary election day." 

 
"(b) A person described in subsection (a) may not cast a ballot: 

 
(1) for candidates for: 

 
(A) elected offices; 
 
(B) precinct committeeman; or 
 
(C) state convention delegate; or 

 
(2) on public questions; to be voted on at the same time that the primary election is 

conducted." 
 
Rodney L. Nay voted in the Jefferson County May 6, 2008 primary election.  The voter 

registration application on file in the Jefferson County Clerk of the Circuit Court and signed by Rodney L. 
Nay on January 16, 2008, states in part the following: 

 
"I authorize my voter registration at any other address to be canceled.  I swear or affirm that: 
. . . I will have lived in my precinct for at least 30 days before the next election . . ." 
 

Request for Refund 
 

Based on Indiana Code 36-2-14-2(a) and voting records for Rodney L. Nay, we requested 
Rodney L. Nay, former Coroner to refund $13,816.23 to Switzerland County.  (See Summary, page 17) 

 
 
UNAUTHORIZED TAX BENEFIT 
 

A business (Nay Brothers Funeral Services, Inc. - D/B/A Haskell and Morrison Funeral Home) co-
owned by Rodney L. Nay, former Coroner from January 1, 2001 to December 31 2008, received 
homestead property tax deductions and credits resulting in an unauthorized property tax benefit in the 
amount of $14,769.89.  The unauthorized property tax benefit was determined as follows: 
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COUNTY CORONER 
SWITZERLAND COUNTY 

EXAMINATION RESULTS AND COMMENTS 
(Continued) 

 
 

1. Indiana Code 6-1.1-12-37 and Indiana Code 6-1.1-12.37.5 allows individuals to receive 
certain homestead deductions and credits.  Indiana Code 6-1.1-12-37 (effective prior to 
July 1, 2009) states in part: 

 
"(a) The following definitions apply throughout this section: 

 
(1) 'Dwelling' means any of the following:  (A) Residential real property improve-

ments that an individual uses as the individual's residence, including a house 
or garage. . . . 

 
(2) 'Homestead' means an individual's principal place of residence that:  (A) is 

located in Indiana; (B) the individual:  (i) owns; . . . (C) consists of a dwelling 
and the real estate, not exceeding one (1) acre, that immediately surrounds 
that dwelling." 

 
"(b) Each year an individual who on March 1 of a particular year . . . either owns or is 
buying a homestead under a contract, recorded in the county recorder's office, that pro-
vides the individual is to pay property taxes on the homestead is entitled to a standard 
deduction from the assessed value of the homestead.  The auditor of the county shall 
record and make the deduction for the person qualifying for the deduction." 

 
2. Records in the County Auditor's office (Real Property Maintenance Report) show that 

Nay Brothers Funeral Service, Inc., received homestead deductions and credits for the 
following residential properties: 

 
a. Parcel Number 78-14-14-444-002.000-004 with a location address of 109 E. Main 
Street; Vevay, Indiana and 
 
b. Property Number 78-14-14-444-003.000-004 with a location address of 208 Ferry 
Street, Vevay. 

 
Property tax records available in the County Auditor's Office back to tax year 2000 payable 2001 

showed that Nay Brothers Funeral Services, Inc., received homestead deductions on the above 
residential properties resulting in a total unauthorized tax benefit in the amount of $14,769.89 as shown in 
the following schedule: 
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COUNTY CORONER 
SWITZERLAND COUNTY 

EXAMINATION RESULTS AND COMMENTS 
(Continued) 

 
 

 
On April 7, 2011, we requested Rodney L. Nay, former Coroner and co-owner of Nay Brothers 

Funeral Service, Inc., to refund $14,769.89 to Switzerland County.  (See Summary, page 17) 
 

Calculated
Taxes without
Homestead Actual Unauthorized
Deduction/ Property Taxes Tax

Property and Tax Year Credit Paid Benefit

Property Located at 109 E. Main Street:
2000 payable 2001 1,433.32$         1,111.68$         321.64$            
2001 payable 2002 1,523.17           1,182.80           340.37             
2002 payable 2003 2,229.55           1,491.46           738.09             
2003 payable 2004 2,356.53           1,628.16           728.37             
2004 payable 2005 2,647.73           1,820.76           826.97             
2005 payable 2006 2,801.04           1,790.66           1,010.38           
2006 payable 2007 3,064.25           2,139.62           924.63             
2007 payable 2008 3,099.28           1,248.72           1,850.56           
2008 payable 2009 3,748.64           1,932.50           1,816.14           

Totals for 109 E. Main Street 22,903.51         14,346.36         8,557.15           

Property Located at 208 Ferry Street:
2000 payable 2001 1,433.32           896.78             536.54             
2001 payable 2002 1,267.78           954.46             313.32             
2002 payable 2003 1,080.14           510.98             569.16             
2003 payable 2004 1,061.44           501.58             559.86             
2004 payable 2005 1,192.60           560.50             632.10             
2005 payable 2006 1,261.66           544.92             716.74             
2006 payable 2007 1,365.62           649.36             716.26             
2007 payable 2008 1,383.90           330.80             1,053.10           
2008 payable 2009 1,670.62           554.96             1,115.66           

Totals for 208 Ferry Street 11,717.08         5,504.34           6,212.74           

Total Unauthorized Tax Benefit 34,620.59$       19,850.70$       14,769.89$       
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COUNTY CORONER 
SWITZERLAND COUNTY 

EXIT CONFERENCE 
 
 

 The contents of this report were discussed on April 7, 2011, with Rodney L. Nay, former Coroner.  
The official response has been made a part of this report and may be found on pages 9 through 16. 
 
 The contents of this report were discussed on April 27, 2011, with Gayle A. Rayles, County 
Auditor; Brian L. Morton, President of the Board of County Commissioners; and W. Darrel Hansel, County 
Councilman. 
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COUNTY CORONER 
SWITZERLAND COUNTY 

SUMMARY 
 

 

 

Charges Credits Balance Due
Rodney L. Nay, former Coroner:

Residence of Coroner, pages 4 and 5 13,816.23$    $ $
Unauthorized Tax Benefit, pages 5 through 7 14,769.89     
Reimbursed by Rodney L. Nay,

Check No. 39069  14,769.89     13,816.23     

Totals 28,586.12$    14,769.89$    13,816.23$    
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AFFIDAVIT

STATE OF INDIANA

5..}l
)
)

couNw)

We, Richard N. Ahlrich and Ron Robertson, Field Examiners, being duly sworn on our oaths,

state that the foregoing report based on the official records of the County Coroner, Switzerland County,
lndiana, for the period from January 1, 2008 to December 31, 2009, is true and correct to the best of our
knowledge and belief.

1\** /u,a!^!-,*J.

Subscribed and swom to before me this &^, ot q)A! ,2011.

nfltu
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