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 STATE OF INDIANA 

 AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER STATE BOARD OF ACCOUNTS 
   302 WEST WASHINGTON STREET 
   ROOM E418 
   INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 46204-2769 

 
   Telephone: (317) 232-2513 

 Fax: (317) 232-4711 
   Web Site: www.in.gov/sboa 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TO:  THE OFFICIALS OF TIPPECANOE COUNTY 
 
 
 We have audited the records of the County Treasurer for the period from January 1, 2009 to 
December 31, 2009, and certify that the records and accountability for cash and other assets are satis-
factory to the best of our knowledge and belief, except as stated in the Audit Results and Comments.  
The financial transactions of this office are reflected in the Annual Report of Tippecanoe County for the 
year 2009. 
 

STATE BOARD OF ACCOUNTS 
 
June 8, 2010 
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COUNTY TREASURER 
TIPPECANOE COUNTY 

AUDIT RESULTS AND COMMENTS 
 
 
INTERNAL CONTROLS - RECEIPTS 
  

Controls for receipts generated by the Treasurer are insufficient due to a lack of segregation of 
duties. All employees, including the employee performing the depository reconciliation and the employee 
that maintains the cash book, accept payments, issue receipts, and prepare the receipts for deposit.   

  
The computer system, as implemented, does not identify the employee generating a receipt.  No 

mitigating controls are in place to compensate for this lack of audit trail. 
  
Governmental units should have internal controls in effect which provide reasonable assurance 

regarding the reliability of financial information and records, effectiveness and efficiency of operations, 
proper execution of management's objectives, and compliance with laws and regulations.  Among other 
things, segregation of duties, safeguarding controls over cash and all other assets and all forms of infor-
mation processing are necessary for proper internal control.  (Accounting and Uniform Compliance 
Guidelines Manual for County Treasurers of Indiana, Chapter 10) 
 
 
INTERNAL CONTROLS - CASHBOOK 
  

Controls over the receipting, disbursing, recording, and accounting for the financial activities in 
the Treasurer's office were insufficient: 

  
1. Controls for the closing of the treasurer's electronic cashbook each month were not 

performed. 
 
2. Adjusting/correcting entries to Treasurer's cash were not adequately documented or 

approved by the Treasurer.  
 
3. There was no evidence that amounts certified to the Auditor for distribution were 

reconciled to the treasurer's cashbook.  
 

4. The computer system's recording of surplus payments was overridden, posting the pay-
ments to advance collections.  

 
5. For five of the twelve months the cashbook was modified after the filing of the Monthly 

Financial Report (Form 47TR) was completed.  Corrected Form 47TRs were not 
submitted to the auditor and/or the State Board of Accounts.  

 
Governmental units should have internal controls in effect which provide reasonable assurance 

regarding the reliability of financial information and records, effectiveness and efficiency of operations, 
proper execution of management's objectives, and compliance with laws and regulations.  Among other 
things, segregation of duties, safeguarding controls over cash and all other assets and all forms of 
information processing are necessary for proper internal control.  (Accounting and Uniform Compliance 
Guidelines Manual for County Treasurers of Indiana, Chapter 10) 

  
Controls over the receipting, disbursing, recording, and accounting for the financial activities are 

necessary to avoid substantial risk of invalid transactions, inaccurate records and financial statements 
and incorrect decision making.  (Accounting and Uniform Compliance Guidelines Manual for Counties of 
Indiana, Chapter 2) 
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COUNTY TREASURER 
TIPPECANOE COUNTY 

EXIT CONFERENCE 
 
 

 The contents of this report were discussed on June 8, 2010, with Robert A. Plantenga, Treasurer; 
John Knochel, President of the Board of County Commissioners; and Andrew S. Gutwein, President of 
the County Council.  The official response has been made a part of this report and may be found on 
pages 6 and 7. 








