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COUNTY OFFICIALS 
 
 
Office Official Term 
 
Calumet Township Assessor Booker Blumenberg, Jr. 01-01-07 to 12-31-10 
 
President of the Board of 
 County Commissioners Gerry J. Scheub 01-01-08 to 12-31-08 
  Roosevelt Allen, Jr. 01-01-09 to 12-31-09 
 
President of the 
 County Council Christine Cid 01-01-08 to 12-31-08 
  Larry Blanchard 01-01-09 to 12-31-09 
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CALUMET TOWNSHIP ASSESSOR 
LAKE COUNTY 

AUDIT RESULTS AND COMMENTS 
 

 
 
POSTAGE PAYMENTS USING 2007 ENCUMBRANCES 
 

In February and March 2008, the Calumet Township Assessor's (Assessor) office submitted to 
the County Auditor claims totaling $28,581 for postage which the County subsequently paid.  The claims 
indicated that payment was for postage applicable to 2007 purchase orders and so were paid with 2007 
encumbered funds.  We determined that only $10,404.96 of these claims should have been paid using 
2007 appropriated funds.  $849.53 of the remaining balance should have been paid using funds from 
2008 appropriations.  $17,326.51 of the remaining balance was payment for refilling of the postage meter 
which had not yet occurred, and therefore, should not have been paid.  Documentation did support that 
the meter was filled for the amount paid at a later time. 

 
Compensation and any other payments for goods and services should not be paid in advance of 

receipt of the goods or services unless specifically authorized by statute.  Payments made for goods or 
services which are not received may be the personal obligation of the responsible official or employee.  
(Accounting and Uniform Compliance Guidelines Manual for Counties of Indiana, Chapter 1) 

 
Whenever a valid appropriation has been lawfully encumbered by a contract or by the issuance of 

a purchase order, the appropriation to the extent of the encumbrance may be carried forward to the 
succeeding year and made available for payment of the obligation which encumbered it.  Only so much of 
the appropriation as is lawfully encumbered may be carried forward.  All appropriations not lawfully 
encumbered by contract or purchase order revert at the close of the year.  (The County Bulletin and 
Uniform Compliance Guidelines, January 2008) 
 
 
COUNTY FUNDS USED FOR QUESTIONABLE MATERIALS SENT TO TAXPAYERS 
 

In addition to the regular election of state and federal officials, a referendum vote about whether 
or not to retain township assessors was included on the November 4, 2008, ballot.  Some concerns had 
been raised to the State Board of Accounts that a mass mailing had been made by the Calumet Township 
Assessor to the residents in Calumet Township just prior to the election on November 4, 2008, about this 
referendum. 

 
Through inquiry, we obtained a copy of the three page letter that was sent out by the Calumet 

Township Assessor's office.  Two pages of the letter directly related to the referendum in the upcoming 
election, with one page urging the voter to vote no to the question of "Should the assessing duties of the 
elected Township Assessor be transferred to the County Assessor?"  The letter also provided general tax 
assessment information; however, the information needed by the taxpayer was also provided in a sub-
sequent tax statement that was sent by the County in a separate mailing. 

 
Forty thousand three page letters were purchased.  Postage to mail these letters at 42 cents a 

letter totaled $16,800. 
 
It is the position of the State Board of Accounts that the notices mailed, regarding the referendum, 

should not be paid for by the County.  Such a notice is self serving, if not political.  Although the referen-
dum was important to the taxpayers, this type of expenditure is not representative of an efficient govern-
ment.  We have requested Booker Blumenberg, Jr., Calumet Township Assessor, to reimburse the 
County $16,800 for postage.  (See Summary, page 16) 
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CALUMET TOWNSHIP ASSESSOR 
LAKE COUNTY 

AUDIT RESULTS AND COMMENTS 
(Continued) 

 
 

Every effort should be made by the governmental unit to avoid unreasonable or excessive costs.  
(Accounting and Uniform Compliance Guidelines Manual for Counties of Indiana, Chapter 1) 

 
IC 6-1.1-4-28.5 states: 

 
"(a) Money assigned to a property reassessment fund under section 27.5 of this chapter may 
be used only to pay the costs of: 
 

(1) the general reassessment of real property, including the computerization of 
assessment records; 

 
(2) payments to assessing officials and hearing officers for county property tax 

assessment boards of appeals under IC 6-1.1-35.2; 
 
(3) the development or updating of detailed soil survey data by the United States 

Department of Agriculture or its successor agency; 
 
(4) the updating of plat books; 
 
(5) payments for the salary of permanent staff or for the contractual services of 

temporary staff who are necessary to assist assessing officials; 
 
(6) making annual adjustments under section 4.5 of this chapter; and 
 
(7) the verification under 50 IAC 21-3-2 of sales disclosure forms forwarded to: 
 

(A) the county assessor; or 
 
(B) township assessors (if any); 
 

under IC 6-1.1-5.5-3. 
 
Money in a property tax reassessment fund may not be transferred or reassigned to any 
other fund and may not be used for any purposes other than those set forth in this section." 

 
 
EMPLOYEE BLANKET BOND 
 

Lake County has an employee blanket bond with The Ohio Casualty Insurance Company.  The 
bond is a four year bond which provides $15,000 of coverage for public employee dishonesty per loss.  
The policy period is from January 1, 2006 to January 1, 2010. 
 
 
ADDITIONAL AUDIT COSTS – EXCESSIVE POSTAGE EXPENDITURES 
 

Additional audit costs were incurred due to the additional time necessary to review the excessive 
postage expenditures. 

 
Audit costs incurred because of theft or shortage may be the personal obligation of the 

responsible official or employee.  (Accounting and Uniform Compliance Guidelines Manual for Counties of 
Indiana, Chapter 1) 
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CALUMET TOWNSHIP ASSESSOR 
LAKE COUNTY 

AUDIT RESULTS AND COMMENTS 
(Continued) 

 
 
REASSESSMENT FUND – UNALLOWABLE EXPENDITURES 
 

A review of the Reassessment Fund for the Calumet Township department noted the following: 
 
1. Reassessment funds were used to pay for maintenance.  Of the 39 invoices examined, 

4 of the invoices billed were for clearing and salting access areas, mats, and waste serv-
ice, totaling $1,692.  Disbursements do not comply with statutory requirements for 
property reassessment funds. 

 
2. Late fees, over limit fees, and finance charges listed on the billed invoices were carried 

over from one month to the next without being resolved, totaling $1,943.93. 
 
IC 6-1.1-4-28.5 states: 

 
"(a) Money assigned to a property reassessment fund under section 27.5 of this chapter may 
be used only to pay the costs of: 
 

(1) the general reassessment of real property, including the computerization of 
assessment records; 

 
(2) payments to assessing officials and hearing officers for county property tax 

assessment boards of appeals under IC 6-1.1-35.2; 
 
(3) the development or updating of detailed soil survey data by the United States 

Department of Agriculture or its successor agency; 
 
(4) the updating of plat books; 
 
(5) payments for the salary of permanent staff or for the contractual services of 

temporary staff who are necessary to assist assessing officials; 
 
(6) making annual adjustments under section 4.5 of this chapter; and 
 
(7) the verification under 50 IAC 21-3-2 of sales disclosure forms forwarded to: 
 

(A) the county assessor; or 
 
(B) township assessors (if any); 
 

under IC 6-1.1-5.5-3. 
 
Money in a property tax reassessment fund may not be transferred or reassigned to any 
other fund and may not be used for any purposes other than those set forth in this section." 

 
Officials and employees have the duty to pay claims and remit taxes in a timely fashion.  Failure 

to pay claims or remit taxes in a timely manner could be an indicator of serious financial problems which 
should be investigated by the governmental unit.  Additionally, officials and employees have a respon-
sibility to perform duties in a manner which would not result in any unreasonable fees being assessed 
against the governmental unit.  Any penalties, interest or other charges paid by the governmental unit 
may be the personal obligation of the responsible official or employee.  (Accounting and Uniform Compli-
ance Guidelines Manual for Counties of Indiana, Chapter 1) 
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CALUMET TOWNSHIP ASSESSOR 
LAKE COUNTY 

EXIT CONFERENCE 
 
 

 The contents of this report were discussed on September 23, 2009, with Booker Blumenberg, Jr., 
Calumet Township Assessor.  The official response has been made a part of this report and may be 
found on pages 8 through 15. 
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CALUMET TOWNSHIP ASSESSOR 
LAKE COUNTY 

SUMMARY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Charges Credits Balance Due

Booker Blumenberg, Jr., Calumet Township Assessor:
County Funds Used for Questionable Materials 

Sent to Taxpayers, pages 4 and 5 16,800$        -$                 16,800$          






