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COUNTY SHERIFF 
STARKE COUNTY 

AUDIT RESULT AND COMMENT 
 

 
INTERNAL CONTROLS 
 

Controls for receipts and disbursements of cash bonds by the Sheriff were insufficient as evi-
denced by a negative cash bond balance of $4,482.74 at December 31, 2008.  The Sheriff does not 
maintain any subsidiary records for cash bonds.  Checks were made to the Knox City Court and Starke 
County Clerk for multiple bonds along with a detail of amounts by persons and cause numbers.  No cop-
ies of the details were retained.  A negative cash bond balance in the Sheriff's Cash Book would indicate 
that some of the cash bonds were over paid. 
 

Controls over the receipting, disbursing, recording, and accounting for the financial activities are 
necessary to avoid substantial risk of invalid transactions, inaccurate records and financial statements 
and incorrect decision making.  (Accounting and Uniform Compliance Guidelines Manual for Counties, 
Chapter 1) 

 
At all times, the manual and/or computerized records, subsidiary ledgers, control ledger, and 

reconciled bank balance should agree.  If the reconciled bank balance is less than the subsidiary or con-
trol ledgers, then the responsible official or employee may be held personally responsible for the amount 
needed to balance the fund.  (Accounting and Uniform Compliance Guidelines Manual for Counties, 
Chapter 1) 
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COUNTY SHERIFF 
STARKE COUNTY 

EXIT CONFERENCE 
 
 

 The contents of this report were discussed on August 20, 2009, with Oscar O. Cowen, Sheriff; 
Sharon Lemke, Matron; Gina Albright, Office Manager; Daniel D. Bridegroom, President of the Board of 
County Commissioners; and Mark C. Smith, President of the County Council.  The official response has 
been made a part of this report and may be found on page 6. 
 






