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 STATE OF INDIANA 

 AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER STATE BOARD OF ACCOUNTS 
   302 WEST WASHINGTON STREET 
   ROOM E418 
   INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 46204-2769 

 
   Telephone: (317) 232-2513 
   Fax: (317) 232-4711 
   Web Site: www.in.gov/sboa 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TO:  THE OFFICIALS OF HAMILTON COUNTY 
 
 
 We have audited the records of the County Sheriff for the period from January 1, 2006 to December 
31, 2006, and certify that the records and accountability for cash and other assets are satisfactory to the best 
of our knowledge and belief, except as stated in the Audit Results and Comments.  The financial transactions 
of this office are reflected in the Annual Report of Hamilton County for the year 2006. 
 

STATE BOARD OF ACCOUNTS 
 
May 30, 2007 
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COUNTY SHERIFF 
HAMILTON COUNTY 

AUDIT RESULTS AND COMMENTS 
 
 
 

OLD OUTSTANDING CHECKS (Sheriff's Civil Cash Book) 
 
 Our review of the bank reconcilements as of December 31, 2006, for the Sheriff's Civil Cash Book, 
revealed checks outstanding in excess of two years.  
 
 Indiana Code 5-11-10.5-2 states in part:  "All warrants or checks drawn upon public funds of a political 
subdivision that are outstanding and unpaid for a period of two (2) or more years as of the last day of Decem-
ber of each year are void." 
 
 Indiana Code 5-11-10.5-3 states in part:  "Not later than March 1 of each year, the treasurer of each 
political subdivision shall prepare or cause to be prepared a list in triplicate of all warrants or checks that have 
been outstanding for a period of two (2) or more years as of December 31 of the preceding year.  The original 
copy of each list shall be filed with the board of finance of the political subdivision or the fiscal body of a city or 
town.  The duplicate copy shall be transmitted to the disbursing officer of the political subdivision.  The tripli-
cate copy of each list shall be filed in the office of the treasurer of the political subdivision.  If the treasurer 
serves also as the disbursing officer of the political subdivision, only two (2) copies of each list need be pre-
pared or caused to be prepared by the treasurer." 
 
 Indiana Code 5-11-10.5-5 states: 
 

"(a) Upon the preparation and transmission of the copies of the list of the outstanding warrants 
or checks, the treasurer of the political subdivision shall enter the amounts so listed as a receipt 
into the fund or funds from which they were originally drawn and shall also remove the warrants or 
checks from the record of outstanding warrants or checks. 
 
(b) If the disbursing officer does not serve also as treasurer of the political subdivision, the dis-
bursing officer shall also enter the amounts so listed as a receipt into the fund or funds from which 
the warrants or checks were originally drawn.  If the fund from which the warrant or check was 
originally drawn is not in existence, or cannot be ascertained, the amount of the outstanding 
warrant or check shall be receipted into the general fund of the political subdivision."  

 
 
CREDIT CARDS (Sheriff's Commissary Fund) 
 
 The Sheriff Commissary Fund is using credit cards to purchase items without a credit card policy.  
 
 The State Board of Accounts will not take exception to the use of credit cards by a governmental unit 
provided the following criteria are observed: 
 

(1) The governing board must authorize credit card use through an ordinance or resolution, 
which has been approved in the minutes. 

 
(2) Issuance and use should be handled by an official or employee designated by the board. 
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COUNTY SHERIFF 
HAMILTON COUNTY 

AUDIT RESULTS AND COMMENTS 
(Continued) 

 
 
(3) The purposes for which the credit card may be used must be specifically stated in the ordin-

ance or resolution. 
 
(4) When the purpose for which the credit card has been issued has been accomplished, the 

card should be returned to the custody of the responsible person. 
 
(5) The designated responsible official or employee should maintain an accounting system or 

log which would include the names of individuals requesting usage of the cards, their 
position, estimated amounts to be charged, fund and account numbers to be charged, date 
the card is issued and returned, etc. 

 
(6) Credit cards should not be used to bypass the accounting system.  One reason that pur-

chase orders are issued is to provide the fiscal officer with the means to encumber and 
track appropriations to provide the governing board and other officials with timely and accur-
ate accounting information and monitoring of the accounting system. 

 
(7) Payment should not be made on the basis of a statement or a credit card slip only.  Pro-

cedures for payments should be no different than for any other claim.  Supporting docu-
ments such as paid bills and receipts must be available.  Additionally, any interest or penalty 
incurred due to late filing or furnishing of documentation by an officer or employee should be 
the responsibility of that officer or employee. 

 
(8) If properly authorized, an annual fee may be paid. 
 
(Accounting and Uniform Compliance Guidelines Manual for Counties, Chapter 1)  

 
 
INMATE TRUST RECORDS 
 

The financial records presented for audit were not reconciled to the bank or the detail of inmate trust 
ledger.  In November 2005, the computer system was updated and during this update, errors were made while 
setting up a new general ledger account.  Attempts were made in 2006 to correct these errors; however, the 
adjustments made did not completely correct the account balances.  As a result, the general ledger accounts 
totaled $6,395.47 more than the reconciled bank balance as of December 31, 2006.  

 
At all times, the manual and computerized records, subsidiary ledgers, control ledger, and reconciled 

bank balance should agree.  If the reconciled bank balance is less than the subsidiary or control ledgers, then 
the responsible official or employee may be held personally responsible for the amount needed to balance the 
fund.  (Accounting and Uniform Compliance Guidelines Manual for Counties of Indiana, Chapter 1)  
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COUNTY SHERIFF 
HAMILTON COUNTY 
EXIT CONFERENCE 

 
 

 The contents of this report were discussed on May 31, 2007, with Douglas Carter, Sheriff; Cheryl 
Garner, Administrative Assistant; and Mark J. Bowen, Chief Deputy.  The officials concurred with our audit 
findings. 
 




