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COUNTY OFFICIALS 
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TO:  THE OFFICIALS OF STARKE COUNTY 
 
 
 We have examined the records of the County Auditor for the period from January 1, 2005 to Decem-
ber 31, 2005, and certify that the records and accountability for cash and other assets are satisfactory to the 
best of our knowledge and belief, except as stated in the Audit Results and Comments.  The financial trans-
actions of this office are reflected in the Annual Report of Starke County for the year 2005. 
 

STATE BOARD OF ACCOUNTS 
 
August 8, 2006 



-4- 

COUNTY AUDITOR 
STARKE COUNTY 

EXAMINATION RESULTS AND COMMENTS 
 
 
DORMANT FUNDS 
 
 The County had eighteen funds with no activity during 2005. 
 
 County Auditors should examine any dormant funds carried on their ledgers with the view toward 
closing out such funds before December 31.  (The County Bulletin, October 2005) 
 
 
OVERDRAWN FUND BALANCES 
 
 The County had thirteen funds with negative balances in 2005. 
 
 The balance of any fund may not be reduced below zero.  (Accounting and Uniform Compliance 
Guidelines Manual for County Auditors, Chapter 14) 
 
 
DRAINAGE FUNDS SUBSIDIARY LEDGERS 
 
 Subsidiary ledgers for the General Drain Maintenance and General Drain Improvement funds have not 
been maintained.  The County's computer generated financial ledger does not provide the required financial 
and historical data for each drain. 
 
 FORM 63C (1967), Subsidiary Ledger – General Drain Improvement Fund – This form has been 
designed to provide a record, by drains, of all receipts to and all disbursements from the General Drain Im-
provement Fund, together with a record of those costs paid from the County General Fund which are charge-
able as project costs.  (Accounting and Uniform Compliance Guidelines Manual for Public Drainage Funds, 
Chapter 4) 
 
 FORM 63CM (1967), Subsidiary Ledger – Drainage Maintenance Fund – This form has been pre-
scribed to provide a record, by drains, of maintenance funds collected and expended in the maintenance of 
drains and the repayment to the General Drain Improvement Fund of money disbursed from the General Drain 
Improvement Fund for maintenance.  A separate sheet is to be kept for each drain on which an assessment 
for annual maintenance has been made.  Also, a separate sheet is to be kept for each drain on which expense 
for maintenance has been paid from the General Drain Improvement Fund; this being for the purpose of 
showing the sum the maintenance fund for each drain owes the General Drain Improvement Fund.  Although 
all receipts to and disbursements from the Maintenance Funds will be posted to the fund ledger sheet kept for 
that purpose in the General Ledger, it is required that a control also be kept on a subsidiary ledger sheet 
(Form 63CM).  (Accounting and Uniform Compliance Guidelines Manual for Public Drainage Funds, Chapter 
4) 
 
 All governmental units are required by law to use the forms prescribed by this department; however, if 
it is desirable to use a different form or to have a prescribed form modified to conform for computer appli-
cations, a letter and three copies of the proposed form may be submitted to the State Board of Accounts for 
approval.  No form should be printed and placed into use, other than a prescribed form, without prior approval. 
(Accounting and Uniform Compliance Guidelines Manual for Public Drainage Funds, Chapter 9) 
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COUNTY AUDITOR 
STARKE COUNTY 

EXIT CONFERENCE 
 
 

 The contents of this report were discussed on August 8, 2006, with Michaelene J. Houston, Auditor; 
Kevin Kroft, President of the Board of County Commissioners; and Bruce Fingerhut, President of the County 
Council.  The official response has been made a part of this report and may be found on page 6. 






