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Mrvan encourages RDA funding for Little Calumet project 
 

INDIANAPOLIS – State Senator Frank Mrvan (D-Hammond) has sent a letter last week the Northwest Indiana 
Regional Development Authority (RDA) encouraging the use of $6 million in RDA funds to complete the Little 
Calumet River Flood Control and Recreation project. Mrvan asked that the RDA “help complete this flood control 
project for the safety of our people and the opportunity of economic growth.” 
 
“This project is a priority for the welfare of the residents of Northwest Indiana. Major floods along this corridor 
have raised grave concerns for the safety of homeowners and their families,” Mrvan explained in the letter. 
 
Mrvan said the project will also have an impact on economic development in the area as it will reclaim nearly 
4,000 acres from the floodplain for future development.  
 
“The Indiana General Assembly’s intent was for the Northwest Indiana Regional Development Authority to be 
used as an economic development tool for this region, and this is an opportunity to leverage that tool,” Mrvan 
commented. 
 
In July the State Budget Committee approved $2 million in state appropriations for the project. An additional $6 
million needed to provide the non-federal matching funds to complete the project is being requested from the 
Regional Development Authority. 
 
Mrvan said the requested funds would be considered an advance to be repaid through future state 
appropriations and would not have an impact on the Regional Development Authority’s long term future goals. 
Governor Mitch Daniels and Congressman Peter Visclosky have also endorsed using the funds from the 
Regional Development Authority for this purpose. 
 
For more information on Sen. Mrvan, his legislative agenda or other State Senate business call 1-800-382-9467 
or visit www.senatedemocrats.IN.gov. 
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October 5, 2007

Mr. John Clark, Chairman
Northwest Indiana Regional Development Authority
101 West Ohio Street, Suite 1250
Indianapolis, IN 46204

Dear Mr. Clark :

I write to you today in strong support of a recent request by Governor Mitchell Daniels and Congressman Peter
Visclosky for your assistance in providing funding for the Little Calumet River Flood Control and Recreation
project. The Governor and Congressman Visclosky delivered a letter to you dated September 24, 2007, with details
of a $6 million loan from the Northwest Indiana Regional Development Authority for this purpose.

This project is a priority for the welfare of the residents of Northwest Indiana. Major floods along this corridor have
raised grave concerns for the safety of homeowners and their families. In fact, the floods have been so severe that
the State of Indiana has twice requested Federal disaster funds for repair and improvements in this area.

Future consequences of this central flood project are many. Nearly 10,000 houses will no longer need flood
insurance, resulting in millions of dollars in savings for homeowners living in the area. Additionally, economic
development will be stimulated because approximately 4,000 acres will be out of the floodplain and available for
business growth and much needed jobs. 

The $6 million dollars requested would be repaid and would not have an impact on the Authority’s long term future
goals.

Your prompt action would result in many positive results.

1. The protection of thousands of Hoosier homeowners from floods.
2. Millions of dollars saved by homeowners who no longer must purchase flood insurance.
3. A tremendous advantage for economic development by removing thousands of acres of land from the flood

plains for business growth and the creation of much needed jobs.
4. Early positive contribution by the Authority for the benefit of our residents.

In closing, I assure you that the Indiana General Assembly’s intent was for the Northwest Indiana Regional
Development Authority to be used as an economic development tool.

Please help complete this flood control project for the safety of our people and the opportunity of economic growth.

Sincerely,

Frank Mrvan
State Senator, District 1
Ranking Minority Member, State Budget Committee 


