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I.         COMMITTEE MEETING






 9:00 a.m.

II.         CALL TO ORDER AND ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM     

10:00 a.m.
The meeting was called to order at 10:03 a.m. on October 16, 2009 pursuant to public notice posted at the principal office of the Board at least forty-eight (48) hours prior to the meeting.
III. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA
Randy Holt motions to adopt as amended.  Greg Coy seconds.  Motion carried 5-0-0.
IV.      ADOPTION OF THE MINUTES FROM SEPTEMBER 18, 2009 MEETING OF THE BOARD 

Changes submitted by Randy Holt.  Tim Deisher agreed with recommended changes.  Shelly Johnson reviewed and agreed.  Randy Holt motions to approve minutes as amended.  Greg Coy seconds.  Motion carried 5-0-0.
V.     PERSONAL APPEARANCES

a. Joseph Joyner, CP18580387,  Cause Number IBA 07-20

Personal appearance is a requirement of final order.

Randy Holt asked if he is continuing to perform HUD audits, he is.  Mr. Joyner is staying current on CPE and has filed his 2008 tax return.  He can request to come off probation anytime.

b. S. Eric Marshall, CP18573065

Personal appearance was requested by the Board for the renewal of his lapsed CPA license

Mr. Marshall filed for reinstatement of expired CPA license. The license expired in 2006, found out the license was lapsed in December, 2008.  He does not have a firm permit at this time.  He is planning on filing for a firm permit pending the results of the personal appearance today.  Mr. Marshall was confused about why he needed a firm permit.  Mr. Marshall has “CPA” on his business card and on correspondence he sent to IPLA.  The logo that has CPA on it has been in use for about two years.  Mr. Marshall has signed tax returns since his license lapsed, but has not done any Certified Public Accounting work.  His only issue is presenting himself to the public as a licensed CPA when the license was lapsed and practicing without a firm permit.  
Randy Holt motions to approve.  Coy seconds.  Motion carried 5-0-0.

c. Leonard Mark Fisher, CP18700662

Personal Appearance was requested by the Board to discuss the status of firm permit.

Mr. Fisher presents himself as a CPA and does not have a firm permit.  Firm does business but does not present itself as a CPA firm.  Mr. Fisher signs as a CPA.  His firm does compilations, a few reviews, but no audits; mainly handles tax work.  The firm has not had a peer review.  He became aware of peer review during renewal and was not sure if he wanted to go through the process.  All reviews are signed by Mr. Fisher as CPA and the firm name is on the cover letter of review opinion.  Mr. Fisher understands at this time he needs a firm permit and will be subject to peer review because he does compilations and reviews.  He had a firm permit for a Professional Corporation until June, 2006; has not applied to reinstate the firm.  Personal license expired June, 2006 as well; has applied for reinstatement for his CPA license.  He cannot practice Certified Public Accounting with his current licenses; must reinstate those licenses.  If he wants to do CPA work he must have both licenses held as active.  The firm will be subject to peer review.  Mr. Nugent, former owner, passed away in 1987 and Mr. Fisher has been principal of the firm since that time.  The firm does about 2 reviews/year and 50 compilations/year (counting monthly).  The Professional Corporation expired January 31, 2002.  The firm permit and personal licenses expired June 30, 2006.  He has submitted CPE and fees for the personal license.  Mr. Holt asked if Mr. Fisher was willing to be placed on probation for 12 months, with a personal appearance every 6 months, can petition for reinstatement after the 12 months, would be subject to further disciplinary action if probation is violated.  Having his CPA does allow him to do tax work but cannot sign any documents as a CPA; could not do compilations or reviews.  Mr. Fisher would like to continue doing reviews and compilations.  Options:  deny or grant reinstatement, reinstate on probation, if nothing is done the license would automatically reinstate when the 90 day period is up.  He can apply for firm permit if license is on probation.  He would accept being on probation if it is the best option.  Probation would not restrict his ability to practice as a CPA.  He would need to refer to the laws and statutes to find out what constitutes the work of a firm (Practice of Accountancy) that he could not do without a firm permit.  He could reinstate his lapsed firm permit once the peer review is complete.  He would accept probation.
Randy Holt motions to reinstate Mr. Fisher’s CPA license on probation, subject to the terms previously discussed. Mike Flowers seconds.  Motion carried 5-0-0.

d. *Jeffrey Lang, CP19500450, Cause Number IBA 09-01

Personal appearance is a requirement of final order.

Mr. Lang’s 2008 taxes have been filed.  He has about 12 CPE hours so far in 2009.  He is currently self-employed and does not have a firm permit at this time but does not sign work as a CPA, signs as managing member.  He has an active firm permit, but no work is signed under the firm permit.  Mr. Lang does not do financial reporting, etc but does do business management consulting and tax returns.  He does not have any employees at this time.  
VI. 
  OLD/NEW BUSINESS
a. CPE Audit Process
PLA is getting a list from our IT department by early next week.  The list will comprise of individuals with and without email addresses.  The notice will be sent instructing respondents to submit the CPE between November 1 and November 30, 2009.

b. CPE Audit Committee
Randy Holt motions to appoint the committee members unless they are selected in random audit.  Shelley Johnson, seconds.  Motion carried 5-0-0.
c. **IFRS Notice of Intent

The biggest issue is dating of the documents.  The rule that was written cannot be modified further because there is not much flexibility available in the ruling.  Updated AICPA is referenced.  The rule is not being changed but is being clarified slightly more.  A notice does not have to be adopted into a rule. There are three drafts at the current time.  Greg Coy will get a draft to James Schmidt.  When the clarification is complete by Greg Coy, counsel, and IPLA staff the Notice of Intent can be filed.  Greg Coy will work with INCPAS to get a final draft completed by the November meeting.
d. Peer Review :  Change of Rules
INCPAS posed a question regarding “disputes” in the peer review process.  INCPAS is not asking for an answer today but would like guidance from the Board because they do not want to violate rights of the firm or hinder the Board of being able to discipline a firm in the future.

If a firm does not comply with the peer review process, what can be done by the Board?  Once the Board is notified a Board member will be selected to look into the specific issue.  That course of action would not prohibit the Board from being able to discipline the licensee if it comes before the Board.
e. **Board to Discuss Staff Review of Applications
This Board is one of a few in the agency that reviews every application.  Initial applications and substantial equivalency would be handled by IPLA staff with other types or ones with problems still going to the Board.  Mr. Ross explained to the Board that the staff is not trying to take away from the Board but trying to make the process more efficient for applicants.  Board would receive transfer of grades, part-time experience, and reciprocity from non-equivalent states, any with deficiencies or positive responses, and reinstatements that have been lapsed for more than 18 months.  
Randy Holt motions to allow staff to approve the specified application.  Second by Mike Flowers.  Motion carried 5-0-0.
VII.       ACTION ON APPLICATIONS

a.   Initial Applications for Certification as a Certified Public Accountant

b.  Applications for Certification as a Certified Public Accountant via Reciprocity

c.  Applications for Certification as a Certified Public Accountant via Reciprocity by Substantial 

   Equivalency 

d.  Applications for Certification as a Certified Public Accountant via Transfer of Grades       

e.  Applications for Registration of Professional Corporations
f.   Application for Renewal of Lapsed Certificate
g.  Application for Renewal with Positive Responses 

Randy Holt motions to approve action on applications as noted on files.  Second by Greg Coy.  Motion carried 5-0-0.

VIII. TEMPORARY FIRM PERMITS
a. Suttner Accounting Services, LLC

The Board voted to deny the renewal of the firm permit to practice because no information had been received regarding the peer review status.  Mr. Suttner submitted the peer review acceptance letter the same day INCPAS sent it to him, October 7, 2009.

Renew firm permit since peer review acceptance was received.
b. L.A. Merry & Associates

The Board voted to deny the renewal of the firm permit to practice because no information had been received regarding the peer review status.  Ms. Merry sent a letter on October 13, 2009 stating she faxed the peer review acceptance letter to IPLA on August 23, 2009, which was not received by IPLA.  In her correspondence she submitted a copy of the acceptance letter.

Renew firm permit since peer review acceptance was received.
c. *Elevation CPA Group, PC

The Board voted to deny the renewal of the firm permit to practice because no information had been received regarding the peer review status.  Mr. Balas, President, sent in a request for the Board to reconsider their decision based on the information he sent on October 14.

Shelley Johnson motions to rescind the denial and issue a 90 day temporary firm permit.  Second by Randy Holt.  Motion carried 5-0-0.  Elevation CPA Group must send in information by November meeting.  Expiration date of temporary permit is 90 days from Sept. 28.
Randy Holt motions to rescind denial of Suttner and LA Merry and renew both licenses.  Second by Shelley Johnson. Motion carried 5-0-0.
IX. REQUEST FOR WAIVER OF CPE

a. Robert Thompson, CP18578073

Mr. Thompson is requesting a waiver of CPE due to medical issues.

Randy Coy motions to waive CPE requirement for last cycle.  Shelley Johnson seconds.  Motion carried 5-0-0.

X. PETITION TO LIFT SUSPENSION

a. Robert Courtney, CP19500067

Mr. Courtney was placed on suspension in 2008 for non-compliance of his CPE requirements.

Randy Holt motions to table, pending the wording of the final order.   Mike Flowers seconds. Motion carried 5-0-0.
 XI.      STANDING REPORTS
a.   Board Liaison to the Attorney General’s Office – Michael Flowers
Mainly getting expired licenses, but have not received as many cases.

b.   Indiana Professional Licensing Agency – Paul H. Ross

Paul is attending the NASBA conference in Phoenix at the beginning of November.  He will bring articles from publications that come to the office to the Board only if he believes they are really relevant.

c.  Advisory Counsel – James Schmidt
Nothing new to report.

d.  INCPAS wants to see updated publications list.  Strike the words “for accountants” behind the ethics requirement to help lessen confusion among practitioners.
XII.
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to adjourn at 12:15pm

*Amended agenda item on October 15, 2009.

Next Scheduled Meeting:  
November 20, 2009
IU Kelley School of Business

1309 East 10th Street, Room CG1008

Bloomington, IN  47405
