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December 21, 2007

The Honorable Mitch Daniels
Office of the Governor
Statehouse, Room 206 
Indianapolis, IN 46204

Re:  Budget Appropriation for Indiana Independent Living Centers 

Dear Governor Daniels:

As State Senators, we once again express our concern that budgeted monies appropriated to
the Centers for Independent Living in the current state budget continue to be withheld by your
administration. After our recent successful collaboration in providing coverage to thousands of
uninsured Hoosiers through the Indiana Checkup Plan, we are disappointed that the Family and
Social Services Administration has ignored our pleas to release the funds and to comply with the
legislative intent of this appropriation.

Hundreds of disabled Hoosiers in 50 counties will lose vital services on which they depend to
avoid institutional placement and to assure a better quality of life for those who remain in their homes
and live as productive members of their communities. This course of action does not reflect your
stated commitment to serving every Hoosier and is in direct conflict with the mission of the Family
and Social Services Agency to “help people help themselves.” 

While we support the most thoughtful and efficient use of state funds, we also expect that the
laws passed by the legislature will be followed and that the budget passed by the General Assembly
and signed into law by the Governor will be implemented.  The Family and Social Services
Administration’s use of bureaucratic roadblocks to delay the payment of budgeted funds and to deny
services to Indiana’s most vulnerable citizens is unjustifiable.  The legislature spoke loud and clear
by increasing this appropriation to the Centers for Independent Living, and simply because the
Family and Social Services Administration does not agree with our decision is no excuse for
choosing another course of action that so obviously conflicts with this budget provision.



In a letter to you dated November 2, 2007, Senator Simpson requested information and
stressed the need for timely action in this matter. A second letter from Senator Errington dated
November 16, 2007, requested the same. Neither correspondence has received a personal response
although we were promised one by a member of your staff. 

We respectfully request that you order the release of these funds immediately.

Sincerely,

 

Vi Simpson Sue Errington Tim Skinner
Indiana State Senate Indiana State Senate Indiana State Senate
District #40 District #26 District #38

CC: Mr. Mitch Roob, FSSA Secretary 
State Senator David Long, Senate President Pro Tempore 
State Representative Patrick Bauer, Speaker of the House
State Senator Robert Meeks
State Representative William Crawford


